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Most states are facing the same issues as Kentucky. Lots of

legislative inquiries that seemed to preoccupy the executive

directors more than ever. Sum in section three has not had as

much success cultivating those legislative relationships, and for

that, I honestly believe we need to be thankful. In a couple of

cases, the autonomy of those perceived as fully autonomous

organizations (not legislatively regulated) may be causing

issues, as well as litigation in those states, which seems to be

ongoing.

The Transfer Rule and restrictions on athletes' transferring and

the conflict with education choice and vouchers (money

following the child) are certainly in those states as they continue

to rise to the top of discussions here. Even in those states that

have a one-time transfer option, they are finding abuses within

the system in schools, basically due to disagreements between

students caused by this newfound freedom of movement. There

doesn't seem to be a single state that has found the magic bullet

for handling the transfer issue, as everyone seems to be

continually evolving.

There is a huge amount of staff turnover in those states in terms

of state association leadership, but the commonality with those

states, particularly the college influence of the schools in the

Southeastern Conference, makes this an outstanding meeting

for Kentucky to be able to attend at the discretion of those states

in Section 3

Two themes were repeatedly discussed during the meeting,

especially during the breakouts that included only the executive

directors. Like our state, they have a handful of seasoned

people in their offices, yet the gap between those with a great

deal of experience and those with virtually none in the state

office continues to widen. The other theme discussed in some of

those states having issues with their championships, etc., is that

people who have not been in those offices just don't understand

the additional pressure that comes with trying to manage those

relationships, even if they have been in leadership positions in a

school.

The other significant part of the meeting was that many states

are not participating in NFHS programs that might help with

official recruitment recognition and school recognition. Kentucky

is proud to note that it has long been a participant in most of

those programs and will continue to be.
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