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Hosting a Scholastic Book Fair at Bourbon County Middle School (BCMS) during
October offers an optimal balance of academic timing, student engagement, and
community participation. We use this book fair to raise funds for academic enrichment
activities and to provide things like books as well as provide medals and certificates for
Distinguished and Proficient students. We are focusing on literacy this year at BCMS
and encouraging students to read as much as possible in order to help with our KSA
scores. Students have not been reading as much as in previous years and we realiy
want to offer as many opportunities as possible that reiterate the importance of literacy
and reading at the middle school level.

Strateg'ic Academic Timing

* End-of-Quarter Momentum: October aligns with the conclusion of the first grading
period in Bourbon County Schools. A book fair serves as a productive reward for
students completing their first nine weeks of academic work.

* Independent Reading for Fall Break: Holding the fair prior to or immediately following
the district’s October fall break equips middle schoolers with high-interest independent
reading materials to stay engaged while away from the classroom.

¢ Early Literacy Benchmarking: By October, teachers have identified individual reading
levels and comprehension needs, allowing educators and media specialists to steer
students toward appropriate, motivating titles before mid-year assessments.

Increased Family & Community Engagement

® Tie-in with Autumn School Events: Middle schools often host parent conferences, band
concerts, and fall athletic events during October. Running the book fair concurrently
provides working parents convenient evening access to explore books with their
students.

¢ Pre-Holiday Budgeting: Hosting the fair in mid-to-late autumn gives families an early,
accessible opportunity to purchase gifts and build home libraries before the rush and
financial demands of November and December.

Seasonal Thematic Appeal

® Spooky & Mystery Book Promotion: Middle schoolers gravitate toward thriller, horror,
mystery, and fantasy genres in Qctober. Themes centered around Halloween and fall
provide natural promotional hooks for displays, student contests, and book talks that
drive circulation. _

¢ Teen Read Ceiebrations: October is traditionally associated with nationwide initiatives
celebrating young adult literature, creating a broader school culture that normalizes
reading for pleasure among 6th~8th graders.




