July 15, 2010
This is a decision paper.
TO:

Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:
Nannette Johnston, Superintendent

SUBJECT:
ImPact Concussion Management testing for student athletes 
ISSUE:
The health and safety of our students and our student athletes is our first priority.  If an athlete suffers from a concussion, the decision regarding when or if the athlete should return to play is subjective.  

FACTS:
Hardin Memorial is currently providing certified athletic trainers to care for our athletes during games and at many practices of our varsity athletics.  If an athlete endures a brain injury/concussion, determining when or if the athlete is ready to return to play is subjective.  ImPact Concussion Management testing is a web-based program that collects baseline neuro functioning of student athletes.  If an athlete is sidelined for a concussion, conducting a post test with the ImPact program will provide additional and necessary information to assist Doctors and trainers in clearing the athlete to return to play.  The testing can be done in the school computer labs and takes approximately 30 to administer.  The estimated cost to administer the testing per school is:   
$750 per school which includes 600 baseline tests first year/ 180 post-injury tests - 
300 every year after/ 90 post-injury tests 

Hardin Memorial Hospital has offered to support the district in the implementation of this program at 50% of the cost for the first year and 25% of the cost for the second year.  The total cost of testing 1800 athletes for 2010 is $2250.  The cost to the district for the 2010-11 school year will be $1125 and will come from the general fund.  Cost to the district for concurring year would range from $1125 to $2250.  In addition, HMH will provide qualified staff to assist in facilitating testing, post-injury testing and interpretation of ImPact Concussion Management System in coordination with the high school.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
I recommend that the district work in collaboration with Hardin Memorial Hospital to implement the ImPact Concussion Management testing program for student athletes at each high school.  
RECOMMENDED MOTION: I move that the district work in collaboration with Hardin Memorial Hospital to implement the ImPact Concussion Management testing program for student athletes at each high school.    

