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Writing Program
Purpose
Berea Independent School District shall implement a Districtwide writing program that ensures all students engage in purposeful, standards-aligned writing across grade levels and disciplines. The writing program shall strengthen student understanding of content, support critical thinking, improve writing proficiency, and prepare students for postsecondary education, careers, civic participation, and community life.
Writing shall be used as both a communication skill and a tool for learning. Students shall use writing to analyze evidence, articulate reasoning, construct knowledge, communicate understanding, and develop independence as readers, writers, thinkers, speakers, and learners.
Legal Authority and District Adoption
This policy is adopted pursuant to KRS 158.6453, as amended by House Bill 257 (2026), and is aligned to Kentucky Department of Education guidance for District writing programs. The Superintendent shall adopt and maintain policies that determine the writing program for the District and shall ensure that the writing program policy is published on the District website.
The Districtwide writing program shall include disciplinary-specific writing across the curriculum and shall incorporate a variety of language resources, technological tools, and multiple opportunities for students to develop complex communication skills for a variety of purposes.
Definition of Writing
For purposes of this policy, writing means a purposeful act of thinking and expression that uses language to explore ideas and communicate meaning to others. Writing is a complex, multifaceted act of communication and is distinct from basic handwriting or penmanship.
District Policy Requirements
Berea Independent School District shall:
· Adopt and maintain a Districtwide writing program policy for all schools and grade levels.
· Publish the writing program policy on the District website.
· Ensure writing expectations are aligned to the Kentucky Academic Standards and embedded across content areas.
· Support authentic and disciplinary-specific writing across the curriculum.
· Provide professional learning and implementation support for administrators, SBDM councils, teachers, and staff responsible for instruction.
· Monitor implementation and review the policy at least annually.
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Alignment to Kentucky Academic Standards
The District writing program shall be vertically and horizontally aligned to the Kentucky Academic Standards, including the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing and the Interdisciplinary Literacy Practices. Each discipline-specific set of standards shall be reviewed for meaningful writing connections that support authentic content learning.
Reading and writing shall be treated as complementary and reciprocal learning processes. Writing instruction shall be embedded across the school day and across disciplines rather than treated as an isolated practice. Curriculum and instructional planning shall use high-quality instructional resources and shall provide students with meaningful, standards-aligned writing tasks that promote discipline-specific thinking.
· Student writing shall be connected to texts, content, sources, data, investigations, problems, performances, and topics studied.
· For purposes of this policy, text may include anything that communicates a message, including print, digital, visual, oral, quantitative, artistic, and multimodal sources.
· Writing expectations shall help students build academic, cognitive, metacognitive, technical, and employability skills required for postsecondary success.
Required Modes, Genres, and Purposes of Writing
Students shall engage in the three modes of writing identified in Kentucky Department of Education guidance:
Writing to learn.
· Writing to demonstrate learning to the teacher.
· Writing for publication and authentic audiences.
· Students shall compose in a variety of genres and forms across content areas, including:
· Literary writing and response to literature.
· Opinion writing in elementary grades and argumentative writing in secondary grades to support claims with evidence and reasoning.
· Informational and explanatory writing.
· Narrative writing to develop real or imagined experiences or events, including narrative elements integrated in other modes of writing in grades 8-12 as appropriate.
· Practical, technical, and workplace writing connected to career studies, career and technical education, and real-world communication needs.
· Research-based writing, source-based writing, reflection, summary, critique, and presentation or publication formats.
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Disciplinary-Specific Writing Across the Curriculum
All schools shall provide consistent opportunities for students to write in ways that reflect the authentic expectations of each discipline. Writing shall be used to build, demonstrate, and communicate content knowledge. Content-area teachers shall support students in using the vocabulary, evidence, reasoning, text structures, and communication practices of their discipline.
	Content Area
	Disciplinary-Specific Writing Expectations

	Reading / English Language Arts
	Text-based literary analysis, informational and explanatory writing, opinion or argument writing, narrative writing, research writing, response to text, and publication for authentic audiences.

	Mathematics
	Written explanations of reasoning, justification of solutions, error analysis, use of mathematical vocabulary, interpretation of data, and communication of problem-solving processes.

	Science
	Claim-evidence-reasoning responses, lab observations and conclusions, data analysis, explanations from models, scientific argumentation, and communication of investigation results.

	Social Studies
	Source analysis, document-based responses, historical explanations, civic arguments, comparisons of perspectives, and evidence-based conclusions using primary and secondary sources.

	Career and Technical Education / Career Studies
	Technical writing, workplace communication, project documentation, career reflections, resumes, reports, safety documentation, and communication connected to industry expectations.

	Arts, Humanities, Health/Physical Education, World Language, and Electives
	Artist statements, critiques, reflections, process explanations, performance reviews, practical communication, discipline-specific vocabulary, and forms of expression.


Dedicated Instructional Time and Writing Experiences
Schools shall intentionally schedule time across the instructional day for writing instruction and writing experiences connected to texts and content being studied. Writing opportunities shall include both shorter and extended time frames and shall be designed for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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Dedicated Instructional Time and Writing Experiences (continued)
· Students shall read and write daily as integrated and reciprocal skills and processes.
· Students shall complete text-based and evidence-based writing directly connected to what they are reading and learning.
· Students shall practice discipline-specific reading and writing in all classes, including reading/English language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, career and technical education, arts, and electives.
· Students shall write for a variety of audiences, including teachers, peers, families, community members, workplace audiences, and public or authentic audiences when appropriate.
· Students shall have opportunities for ownership, independent thinking, student choice, and exploration grounded in texts and topics studied.
· Students shall have opportunities to apply writing skills to oral communication, presentation, collaboration, and discussion.
Grade-Band Expectations
Elementary School
· Build foundational writing skills through drawing, dictation, sentence development, paragraph development, text-based response, opinion writing, informational and explanatory writing, narrative writing, and content-area writing.
· Provide explicit handwriting instruction in print in kindergarten and grade 1 and cursive handwriting in grades 2 and 3.
· Integrate writing into reading, science, social studies, mathematics, arts, and other instructional areas.
· Use developmentally appropriate supports such as modeling, shared writing, guided writing, mentor texts, vocabulary supports, graphic organizers, and feedback conferences.
Middle School
· Strengthen writing stamina, organization, idea development, content vocabulary, evidence use, research skills, revision, editing, and discipline-specific writing.
· Provide regular opportunities for argumentative, informational and explanatory, narrative, literary, reflective, and practical writing across content areas.
· Support students in evaluating, synthesizing, and citing sources and in communicating understanding through written and oral formats.
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High School
· Develop complex writing for postsecondary and workforce readiness, including evidence-based argument, literary analysis, research writing, technical writing, career-connected writing, explanatory writing, and extended written responses.
· Integrate narrative techniques as appropriate within other writing modes and authentic communication tasks.
· Require students to use discipline-specific evidence, data, texts, and sources to construct explanations, arguments, reports, presentations, and publications.
Writing Process, Research, and Source Use
Students shall receive instruction and practice in the full writing process at all grade levels, including planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing, and reflecting. The writing process may be recursive and adapted to the task, discipline, audience, and purpose.
· Students shall receive explicit instruction in research skills, including inquiry, investigation, gathering information, organization, evaluating sources, synthesizing information, citing sources, and publication.
· Students shall use evidence from texts, data, observations, investigations, interviews, media, and other appropriate sources to support claims, explanations, arguments, and conclusions.
· Students shall learn to distinguish between credible and less credible sources and to use source information ethically and responsibly.
· Students shall have opportunities to demonstrate understanding of various perspectives and to work effectively with people from a range of backgrounds to build on and articulate ideas.
Appropriate Language Resources
The District writing program shall incorporate a variety of language resources that support students in reading, analyzing, composing, revising, and communicating for different purposes and audiences. Language resources may include:
· Print materials, digital platforms, personal interviews, observations, data sets, primary and secondary sources, and other authentic resources.
· Multimodal texts such as artwork, photographs, graphics, illustrations, maps, electronic texts, web images, video, audio, multimedia, and other visual or digital materials.
· Mentor texts, exemplars, rubrics, checklists, sentence frames, vocabulary resources, dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, translation supports when appropriate, and content-specific language tools.
· Differentiated strategies and accessibility supports that allow all students, including students with disabilities, multilingual learners, advanced learners, and students needing intervention, to engage in meaningful writing.
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Technological Tools and Digital Writing Practices
Technology shall be used as an instructional tool to support, not replace, high-quality writing instruction. Students shall use appropriate technological tools during the writing process to:
· Draft, revise, edit, collaborate, publish, and present writing.
· Evaluate information and communicate using critical thinking skills.
· Seek new or deeper understanding through inquiry around a topic.
· Demonstrate new understanding through collaboration, creation, publication, and community or global connections.
· Use accessibility tools, digital feedback, research tools, citation tools, and multimodal communication tools appropriately.
Use of technology shall include instruction in responsible, ethical, and developmentally appropriate digital writing practices, including source use, citation, originality, audience awareness, and appropriate use of artificial intelligence tools when permitted by District or school procedures.
Feedback, Assessment, and Student Growth
Writing shall be assessed through classroom assignments, common rubrics, student writing samples, performance tasks, content-area writing tasks, portfolios, teacher-designed assessments, formative processes, and other locally determined measures. The purpose of writing feedback and assessment shall be to improve student writing, strengthen content understanding, and inform instruction.
· Students shall receive consistent and timely feedback throughout the writing process.
· Feedback shall address the purpose of the writing task and may include idea development, organization, evidence, reasoning, content accuracy, vocabulary, language use, conventions, audience, voice, and publication quality.
· Schools shall support teacher collaboration and calibration so that expectations for writing are clear, consistent, and aligned across grade levels and content areas.
· Student writing data and work samples shall be reviewed through professional learning communities, grade-level teams, departments, or other collaborative structures to guide instruction and intervention.
Access, Supports, and Equity
The District writing program shall provide access to grade-level writing expectations for all students. Instruction shall include scaffolds and supports without lowering expectations for meaningful engagement with content and communication.
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Access, Supports, and Equity (continued)
· Students with disabilities shall receive writing instruction, accommodations, modifications, assistive technology, and specially designed instruction consistent with their Individualized Education Programs or Section 504 Plans.
· Multilingual learners shall receive language supports that build English language development and provide access to disciplinary writing expectations.
· Advanced learners shall receive opportunities for extended, complex, authentic, and independent writing aligned to advanced coursework or accelerated learning needs.
· Students needing intervention shall receive targeted support based on writing evidence, formative assessment, and teacher observation.
Professional Learning and Implementation Support
The District shall provide professional learning and implementation support to help teachers and leaders implement authentic and disciplinary-specific writing across the curriculum. Professional learning may include:
· Alignment to the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing and discipline-specific Kentucky Academic Standards.
· Use of high-quality instructional resources and text-based writing across disciplines.
· Implementation of the three modes of writing and a variety of writing genres.
· Content-area writing strategies, research and source use, vocabulary and language instruction, and multimodal composition.
· Feedback practices, rubric use, writing calibration, analysis of student writing, and revision instruction.
· Use of technological tools and appropriate language resources to support writing.
· Vertical alignment across elementary, middle, and high school expectations.
Monitoring, Annual Review, and Website Publication
The Superintendent or designee shall monitor implementation of the District writing program and ensure that the policy is published on the District website. The District shall review this policy and its implementation at least annually and revise it as needed based on Kentucky Department of Education guidance, Kentucky Academic Standards, student writing evidence, school implementation data, and District instructional priorities.
School implementation evidence may include curriculum maps, content-area writing assignments, student writing samples, common rubrics, professional learning community records, professional learning records, school improvement planning evidence, and other documentation selected by the District or school.
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Roles and Responsibilities
	Role
	Responsibility

	Superintendent
	Adopts the Districtwide writing program policy, ensures website publication, and oversees District implementation.

	District Leadership / Director of Academics
	Coordinates District writing expectations, professional learning, monitoring, and annual review.

	Principals
	Ensure school-level implementation, scheduling of writing opportunities, support for professional learning communities, and monitoring of writing evidence.

	SBDM Councils
	Support school-level curriculum, instructional planning, and implementation consistent with the District policy and Kentucky Academic Standards.

	Teachers
	Provide standards-aligned, discipline-specific writing instruction, feedback, language resources, technology integration, and writing opportunities for all students.

	Students
	Engage in writing as a tool for learning, communication, reflection, revision, collaboration, and publication.

	Families and Community Partners
	Support authentic audiences, career-connected writing, community-based communication, and student growth as appropriate.
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Writing Program Compliance Crosswalk
This crosswalk is included to document alignment between District policy requirements and the writing program elements identified in House Bill 257 (2026), KRS 158.6453, and Kentucky Department of Education guidance.
	Requirement / Guidance Area
	Policy Reference
	Included

	Superintendent adopts District writing program policy
	Sections II, IV, and XVI
	Yes

	Policy published on District website
	Sections IV and XVI
	Yes

	Disciplinary-specific writing across the curriculum
	Sections V and VII
	Yes

	Variety of language resources
	Section XI
	Yes

	Technological tools used in the writing process
	Section XII
	Yes

	Multiple opportunities to develop complex communication skills for a variety of purposes
	Sections VI, VIII, IX, and X
	Yes

	Alignment to Kentucky Academic Standards and Interdisciplinary Literacy Practices
	Section V
	Yes

	Vertical and horizontal alignment using high-quality instructional resources
	Section V
	Yes

	Reading and writing as reciprocal processes
	Sections V and VIII
	Yes

	Writing integrated across the school day and disciplines
	Sections VII and VIII
	Yes

	Print handwriting in kindergarten-grade 1 and cursive in grades 2-3
	Section IX
	Yes
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Writing Program Compliance Crosswalk (continued)
	Three modes: writing to learn, writing to demonstrate learning, and writing for publication
	Section VI
	Yes

	Genres: literary, opinion/argumentative, informational, practical/workplace, and narrative as appropriate
	Section VI
	Yes

	Text-based and evidence-based writing connected to texts and topics studied
	Sections VIII and X
	Yes

	Planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing, and reflecting
	Section X
	Yes

	Consistent and timely feedback
	Section XIII
	Yes

	Research skills, evaluating, synthesizing, and citing sources
	Section X
	Yes

	Opportunities for shorter and extended time frames, audiences, student choice, and oral communication
	Sections VIII and X
	Yes

	Professional learning to support authentic disciplinary-specific writing
	Section XV
	Yes

	Annual monitoring and review
	Section XVI
	Yes


Annual School Implementation Evidence
Each school shall maintain evidence of implementation that may include, but is not limited to, the following:
· A school-level writing implementation plan or curriculum map showing writing expectations across grade levels and content areas.
· Common writing rubrics or agreed-upon criteria for content-area writing tasks.
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Annual School Implementation Evidence (continued)
· Representative student writing samples from multiple grade levels and disciplines.
· PLC notes or calibration records documenting review of student writing and feedback practices.
· Evidence of writing connected to texts, data, investigations, source analysis, projects, or workplace and technical communication.
· Professional learning records connected to standards-aligned, text-based, and disciplinary-specific writing.
· Documentation of annual review and needed revisions to the school writing implementation plan.
The Superintendent shall adopt policies that determine the writing program for the District and ensure the writing program policy is published on the District’s website.
The writing program shall include disciplinary-specific writing across the curriculum and incorporate a variety of language resources, technological tools, and multiple opportunities for students to develop complex communication skills for a variety of purposes.
Reference:
KRS 158.6453
Kentucky Department of Education, Writing Program Guidelines
Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing and Interdisciplinary Literacy Practices
Applicable discipline-specific Kentucky Academic Standards
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