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ORDINANCE 16-2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING 
TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE OWENSBORO 
METROPOLITAN ZONING ORDINANCE FOR 
THE CITIES OF OWENSBORO AND 
WHITESVILLE, AND DAVIESS COUNTY, 
REGARDING REVISIONS TO ARTICLE 8 -
SCHEDULE OF ZONES SPECIFICALLY 
REGARDING ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Owensboro Metropolitan Planning Commission met in regular 

session on July 9, 2026, and proposed amendments to the text of the Zoning Ordinance 

for the cities of Owensboro and Whitesville, and Daviess County regarding revisions to 

Article 8; and 

 WHEREAS, by vote of 5-1 in favor of the amendment of Article 8, the Owensboro 

Metropolitan Planning Commission has recommended that the proposed text 

amendments to the Owensboro Metropolitan Zoning Ordinance be approved as being in 

compliance with the adopted Comprehensive Plan and be submitted to the Owensboro 

Board of Commissioners, Whitesville City Commission, and Daviess County Fiscal 

Court for approval and adoption by the legislative bodies.  Findings of fact in support of 

adoption of the proposed revisions to the Owensboro Metropolitan Zoning Ordinance 

are as follows: 

1. These amendments to Article 8 will help maintain Owensboro, Daviess 

County and the City of Whitesville as a viable economic unit. 

2. These amendments to Article 8 will create policies for regulating land use 

activities that are not overburdensome while still protecting the public health, safety and 

welfare of the community. 
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3. These amendments to Article 8 will accommodate all intensities of land 

use activity. 

4. These amendments to Article 8 will provide a wide variety of types of 

housing suitable to a wide range of people. 

5. These amendments to Article 8 may increase the inner-city housing unity 

density. 

6. These amendments to Article 8 will identify the housing needs of the 

community. 

7. These amendments to Article 8 will continue development strategies for 

the orderly distribution of housing activities. 

8. These amendments to Article 8 will support affordable housing measures 

that maintain high-quality infrastructure and site development standards. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF OWENSBORO, 

KENTUCKY, AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  That the statements recited in the preamble hereinabove, upon which 

the adoption of this ordinance is predicated, are hereby adopted and incorporated by 

reference, as if fully set forth herein. 

 Section 2. That text amendments to the Owensboro Metropolitan Zoning 

Ordinance for the cities of Owensboro and Whitesville, and Daviess County, regarding 

revisions to Appendix F of the Owensboro Municipal Code pertaining to Article 8 – 

Schedule of Zones, specifically regarding Accessory Dwelling Units, shall be the same 

and are hereby approved and adopted, as more particularly set out in the attached 

Exhibit A, which is incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. 



3 
 

 Section 3.  That the attached amendments to the Zoning Ordinance shall be 

kept on file and available for public inspection in the office of the Owensboro 

Metropolitan Planning Commission. 

 Section 4.  All prior ordinances or parts thereof, in conflict with the provisions of 

this ordinance, are to the extent of any such conflict, hereby repealed. 

 Section 5. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and 

publication according to law. 

 INTRODUCED AND PUBLICLY READ ON FIRST READING, this 4th day of 

August, 2026. 

 PUBLICLY READ AND FINALLY APPROVED ON SECOND READING, this 

18th day of August, 2026. 

 

      _______________________________ 
      Thomas H. Watson, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Beth Davis, City Clerk 


























































