
READY  FOR LIFE  
Our Promise to Every Child 

 

A Message from the Superintendent 

Every child begins school with unlimited potential. 

Each student who walks through our doors brings unique gifts, dreams, challenges, and 
possibilities. Our responsibility is not simply to educate students for the next test, the next 
grade level, or even graduation. Our responsibility is to prepare them for life. 

That belief became the foundation for this work. 

When we began developing a new strategic plan for Todd County Schools, we intentionally 
started with a different question than many organizations ask. Rather than asking, "What 
should our district accomplish over the next five years?" we first asked: 

Who do we want our graduates to become? 

The answer came not from one person or one committee, but from the collective voices of 
our community. Students, employees, parents, business leaders, community partners, and 
local citizens shared their hopes for the future of Todd County Schools. Although their 
experiences and perspectives were different, a common vision quickly emerged. 

Our community wants graduates who are responsible, communicate with confidence, work 
well with others, solve problems, demonstrate strong character, and leave our schools 
prepared for whatever future they choose. 

From those conversations, our Ready for Life Graduate Profile was born. 

Ready for Life defines the knowledge, skills, character, and dispositions we believe every 
Todd County Schools graduate should develop from preschool through graduation. It 
represents far more than academic achievement.  
 

“It reflects our shared belief that success is measured not only by 
what students know, but by who they become.” 

 

Once we established that destination, a second question naturally followed. 



How will we help every student get there? 

The answer became our five Strategic Commitments: Learning, People, Culture, 
Partnerships, and Stewardship. Together, these commitments represent the promises we 
make every day to our students, families, employees, and community. 

One defines who we hope our graduates become. The other defines how we will help them 
get there. 

This work is not about creating another initiative. It is about creating greater clarity. Great 
schools have always prepared students for life; Ready for Life gives us a common language 
and shared vision. 

Preparing students for life is not the work of schools alone. It belongs to every adult who 
invests in the next generation. 

They will experience it in the relationships they build, the opportunities they receive, the 
expectations we set, the encouragement they hear, the challenges they overcome, and the 
adults who believe in them every single day. 

“Todd County Schools was a wonderful place to grow and 
learn.” 

That is our vision. 
That is our commitment. 
That is our promise to every child. 

Every student known. 

Every student challenged. 

Every student prepared. 

READY FOR LIFE 
 

Teaching. Caring. Serving. 
 

 
Jessica Addison 
Superintendent 

Todd County Schools 



 



 


