THIS IS A DECISION PAPER.

TO:		Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:	Teresa Morgan, Superintendent

DATE:	June 24, 2026

SUBJECT:    Bluegrass Middle School 8th Grade Trip to New York City, NY from March 27-March 30, 2027, via commercial carrier 

DISCUSSION:
Bluegrass Middle School’s  8th Grade would like to go on a culminating trip over Spring Break.  The 8th-grade teachers have tried to outline a trip that would provide a good educational experience for our students.  An itinerary is outlined below; students will experience a mixture of many outstanding venues in and around New York City.  Because of the short duration of the trip, we will contract with a commercial carrier for motor coach transportation.  We will have chaperone coverage on a 1:10 ratio, including administrators, teachers, and parents.  Students will be allowed to pay for the cost of the trip in installments. This trip allows students the opportunity to put into practice the life skills that have been taught in our classrooms and our club meetings.  For many students, this trip will be a series of remarkable first-time experiences: the first time to travel out of state, and the first time to be responsible for money management.  This trip is tentatively scheduled for March 27 through March 30, 2027.  For every ten paying students, there will be one chaperone.   Students and chaperones will leave on a private motor coach bus at approximately 7:00 a.m. on Saturday.  We will arrive back at school at approximately 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday.  Stops will include the following:  Central Park, Metropolitan Museum of Art, Top of the Rock and/or Empire State Building Observatory, Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, Wall Street and the Financial District, the National 9/11 Memorial, Chinatown, Little Italy, Times Square and a Broadway Show, The Today Show, Rockefeller Center, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Radio City Music Hall, 5th Avenue and others. 
The cost of this trip, which includes transportation, cost into venues, all meals, hotel, taxes, and tips, is $ 900.00 per person. Fee waivers are not required as this trip is taking place during Spring Break.
  
RECOMMENDATION
I recommend that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the Bluegrass Middle School 8th Grade to travel to New York City from March 27 through March 30, 2027, via commercial carrier for time and cost efficiency.
MOTION
I move that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the Bluegrass Middle School 8th Grade to travel to New York City from March 27 through March 30, 2027, via commercial carrier for time and cost efficiency.
