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Resolution of Recognition

WHEREAS, the function of a Board of Education is to strive for excellence in all phases of educational programs, and;

WHEREAS, a major indication of such excellence is awards and honors earned by the students, employees, and programs of the school system, and;

WHEREAS, the Hardin County Board of Education deems it fitting and proper that significant awards and honors be recognized by the Board;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the Hardin County Board of Education, meeting in regular session on May 14, 2026, does hereby recognize the achievements of the following:
Cecilia Valley Elementary School
The following students placed at the Kentucky BETA Convention:

· Kaisley Collins-1st place Recyclable Arts

· Lindley Carpenter- 2nd place Spelling

Heartland Elementary School
The following students placed at the Kentucky BETA Convention:

· Entire Club - 2nd Place - Accessorized Design

· Entire Club - 3rd Place Campaign Skit-Beta 

· Cai Nethery - 1st Place Digital Art

The following students placed in the Kentucky STLP Conference:

· Aarin Kumar- 1st place - Logo Design 

Lakewood Elementary School
The following students placed at the Kentucky BETA Convention:

· Jaycee Holsapple - 2nd place Hand-drawn Anime

Lincoln Trail Elementary School
LTES Beta Club - Group Talent - State Champions

Meadow View Elementary School
The following students placed at the Kentucky BETA Convention:

· Entire Club - 2nd Place State Beta: Scrapbook

· Entire Club - 2nd Place State Beta: Digital Portfolio 

· Amina Jennings - 3rd Place - Digital Art

· Champ Mataele - 2nd Place - Quilling 

Bluegrass Middle School
The following students (the BGMS Band Wind Ensemble) earned a Distinguished Rating at the KMEA State Concert Band Festival (Josh Mitchell, Instructor):

· River Lorenz

· Zoe Martin

· Sarah Graff

· Addison Blow

· Claire Hardesty

· Neveah Cox

· Isabella Casewell

· Chase Dupin

· Tyson Douglas

· Leslyanne IbanSylva

· Nikayla Vaughn

· Randi Hart

· Maria Isabella Murphy

· Alyana Smith Valdez

· Davin Brooks

· Kenzie Meza

· Zayden Randon

· Landen Drammeh

· Xander Holstein

· Mikey Lybbert

· Juden Rodden

· Cenehua Cantero

· Hunter Baker

· Jimmy Cosman

· Faith Shively

· Alex Sieck

· Adilyn Miles

· Maddi White

· Jayden Sturgeon

· Chris Graff

· Jaspr Obluck

· Javier Medrano

· Kayla Wells

· Layla Peterson

· Cire Cheek

· Julian Lawrence

· Raylen Watson

· Ava Haynes 

The following students earned the Distinguished Flute Solo at KMEA:

· Zoe Martin

The following students placed at the Kentucky BETA Convention:

· Julia Loesevitz - 2nd Place - Jewelry Junior

· Kenneth Schemelig - 3rd Place - 6th Grade Language Arts 

· Jahleel Roach - 2nd Place - 6th Grade Science 

· Future Problem Solving Team - Regional Competition - 1st Place - Kenzie Meza, Sarah Graff, Addyson Blow, River Taylor 

East Hardin Middle School
The following students placed at the Kentucky STLP Conference:

· Hanna Martin-Canto: 1st Place Scratch Coding

The following students earned the State Championship at the Middle School State Indoor Track & Field Championships:

· Avonni Barton

· Thomas Cline - Individual State Champion in the 3200m State Championships, Runner-Up in the 800m State Championships, and 3rd in the 1600m State Championships.  

· Noah Coogle

· Hunter Durham

· Gavin Ireland

· Wyatt Rathbun

· Logan Sisk

· Tate Williford

The following students earned All-State Band honors at the KMEA Conference:

· Lucas Blevins- Snare Drum 

· Cwynn Yates- Bassoon 

· Nathaniel Wirth- Trumpet 

· Susanna Kinsey- Alto Saxophone 

· Xiomara Winfield- Clarinet 

East Hardin 8th Grade Choir - Music in the Parks Multi-state Choral Grand Champions.  The following students received individual awards:

· Hannah Stith - Outstanding Female Vocalist

· Lucas Kaster - Outstanding Male Vocalist

The East Hardin SongFest group earned First Place at the Kentucky Beta Convention.

The East Hardin Performing Arts Group earned First Place at the Kentucky Beta Convention.

The following students placed at the Kentucky Beta Convention:

· Justin Johnson, Cwynn Yates, Emelia Jackson, Nayan Patel- Quizbowl- 1st Place- 

· Lucas Kaster, Olivia Ashburn, Aleena Hollenberger, Piper Bartholomew, Madeline Nakanelua- Scrapbook- 1st Place

· Reagan Bednar- 6th Gr. US History- 2nd Place

· Remy Vanoy- 7th Gr. PE/Health- 2nd Place

· Nayan Patel- 7th Gr. Math- 2nd Place

· Hanna Martin Canto- 8th Gr. Spanish- 2nd Place

· Justin Johnson- 8th Gr. Science- 2nd Place

· Hunter Durham- 8th Gr. SS- 2nd Place- Beta State Convention

· Dana Langford, Avery McDonald, Emma Stinson, Harper Castiner, Sam Adams, Allison Jewell, Bailey Rae Clements, Millie Corley, Vida Allen- Living Literature- 3rd Place 

· Alyssa Williford- Pottery- 3rd Place

· Layla Carden- Drawing- 3rd Place

· Cameron Dye- 7th Grade US History- 3rd Place
· Olivia Ashburn – 1st place - Scrapbook
· Kendall Skillman Hall- 6th Gr Science- 3rd Place

· Ally Drane, Carsyn Crank, Whitley Atcher, Piper Bowers, Miley Neuman, Presley Nichols- Service Learning Showcase- 3rd Place 

· Lucas Kaster- Premier Performer

· Lucy Melloan- Premier Performer- Beta State Convention

Crystal Canada, We Build It Better Instructor, earned the WBIB Co-National Teacher of the Year Award. 

James T. Alton Middle School
The following students earned All-State Band status at the KMEA Conference:

· Alaiyna Tejedor - Flute 

· Kayleigh Denzik - Trumpet 

The following students placed at the state BETA Convention:

· Isaac Prather-Rogers: 1st place Social Studies

· Garrett Fruth: 2nd place Physical Education 

North Middle School
The following students finished in 2nd place in the SongFest at the Kentucky BETA Convention:  

· Samira Banks

· Charlotte Barber

· Kylie Beard

· Emme Berg

· Katie Black

· Amiya Body

· Jade Bruner

· Charlotte Cheatwood

· Cheyenne Clanton

· Thalia Cruz

· Aishah Dia

· Brynn Elliot

· Cataliyah Evans

· Ahlijadae Gaines

· LeAndrea Gaines

· Brielle Greatheart

· Nielle Greatheart

· Suraya Haywood

· Amelia Henderson

· Kay'ella Knight

· Elizabeth Langley

· Jenna Langley

· Hope Macht

· Piper Marcum

· Lorrie McMillen

· Lilyauna Newsome

· Catalina Notaro

· Riley Stump

· Nalani Tavares

· Christian Thomas

· Molly Toon


The following students placed at the State Beta Convention:

· Emme Berg, Ahlijahdae Gaines, Jenna Langley, Elizabeth Langley - 1st place Living Literature

· Thalia Cruz - 2nd place Spanish

West Hardin Middle School
The following students placed at the State Beta Convention:

· Annabel Yarley - 2nd place - On-Site painting

· Cash Brangers - 2nd place - Sculpture

The following students earned All-State Band status at the KMEA Conference:

· Annabel Yarley- KMEA All-State Concert Band 

The following students placed at the Kentucky VEX Robotics IQ State Championship:

· Troy Dupree, Ethan McDaniel, Parker Cole, Gideon Carson - 2nd place

· Cason Bishop - Vex Robotics V5 Middle School State Semi-Finalist 

Central Hardin High School
The following students have been selected for the Governor’s Scholar Program:

· Brandon Blankenship

· Emily Anne Hayes

· Annie Lin

· Jake Oveson

· Krusha Patel

· Sadie Peak

· Abigail Pike

The following students have been selected for the Governor’s School for Entrepreneurs:

· Luke Nelson - GSE 

The following students have been selected for the Governor’s School for the Arts:

· Lilia Kimberlain - GSA Graphic Design 

· Antonio B Menendez - GSA Visual Art 

· Sydney McCallum - GSA Film & Photography 

The following students earned semi-finalist status in the Kentucky High School Athletic Association E-Sports Competition:

· Fall 2025 Cooper Lewis - Madden 

· Spring 2026 Splatoon Team: 

· CJ Adams

· Caleb Masterson

· Eddy Monack

· Andrew Spiers

· Hunter Reed

· Casey Adams 
· Antonio Menendez – KHSAA Student-Athlete of the Year
The following students placed at the Kentucky BETA Convention:

· Reagan Kaster- 1st Place- Quilling

· Ava Reynolds- 1st Place- Pottery

· Lilia Kimberlain- 2nd Place- Digital Art

· Ashley Borders- 2nd Place- Creative Writing

· Case Preston- 2nd Place- Social Studies

· Rhett Edlin, Charles Reinholt, Wyatt Moore - 1st place- Solo, Duo, Trio

· Case Preston, Jackson Luttrell, Ava Young, and Jude Tabor- 2nd place- Quiz Bowl

· Rhett Edlin, Charles Reinholt, Wyatt Moore, Lukas Seery, Chase Lear, Gracie Taylor, Kimberly LeonMelchor, Jaxson Hayes, Ethan Blevins, Alexis Stewart, Andie Lee Thompson, Robert Cooper- 2nd place- Small Group Talent

· Reagan Kaster, Kayla Hayes, Charles Reinholt, Rhett Edlin- 3rd place- Musicology

National Chemistry Olympiad nominee (Louisville ACS section)

· Annie Lin

The following students placed in the Kentucky Association for Academic Competition Governor’s Cup

· Case Preston - Social Studies State Champion

· Quick Recall Team - KAAC Governor's Cup State Runners-Up Quick Recall

· Case Preston, Krusha Patel, Prem Patel, Ava Young, Jaelynn Hughes, Lynn Moesley, Cameron Wood

The following students placed in Kentucky FBLA:

· Aryah Clark, Madison Smith - FBLA Chapter Local Leadership Challenge Diamond Level - First Place (first in CHHS History) 

· Emily Tester - Largest Chapter in the State - First Place

· Noah Ashley, Konner Brown, Jack Melloan - First Place in Website Design

· Noah Lear - First Place in Organizational Leadership

· Reagan Kaster & Leyton Thomas - First Place - Local Chapter Virtual Scrapbook

· Mya Reddick, Riley Bickett, Maria Fernanda Ruiz Perez- First place - Local Chapter Annual Business Report

· Rhett Edlin - 2nd place - Talent show

· Riley Bickett - 3rd place - Local Chapter Newsletter

· Madison Smith Region - Named President for the Chapter’s Region (This position serves on the state board.)

· Chris Greene (CHHS FBLA Adviser) - Appointed FBLA State Executive Council and State FBLA Advisor of the Year 

The following students placed in the Kentucky FCCLA Competition:

· Sabrina Aldridge, Alivia Goodman, Alexis Branford, Kayla Miller, Jasmine Hawk, Shyla Cortez, Annie Lin, Mollie Bruner, Brianna Crouch and Hannah Bullock - Power of Degree Awards

· Josefina Carter, Caroline Holl, Addyson Jacobs - Chapter in Review Display, Level 2 - 2nd place 

· Alexis Blanford, Alivia Goodman, Kayla Miller - Chapter in Review Display, Level 3 - 3rd place 

· Brianna Crouch - Hospital, Travel, Tourism, and Recreation, Level 3 - 1st Place 

· Eric Serrano - Job Interview, Level 3 - 1st Place 

· Jasmine Hawk - Modified Job Interview - 1st Place 

· Corynn Yates - Fashion Design, Level 2 - 1st Place

The following students earned KMEA State Band Awards:

· Etta Crepps - All-State Percussion Ensemble

· Zoe Maddox - All-State Orchestra 1st Chair Oboe

· Krusha Patel - All-State Concert Band 

John Hardin High School
The following students placed at the Kentucky BETA Convention:

· Suzy Smith - 2nd Place - Social Studies

· Eli Barno - 2nd Place- 9th Grade Science

· Dana Jiang - 3rd Place Division II Drawing

· Tristen Hutchens - 1st Place On-site Cake Decorating

· Ashton Taylor - 3rd Place Speech

· Abby Moore, Tessa King, Ayla Lawrence, Blake DeGeer, Reed Bischoff, Anya Carson - 3rd Place Living Literature

· Kayla Hatfield, Reed Bischoff, Chase Field, Blake DeGeer, Eli Barno - 3rd Place Robotics 

The following teachers earned the Kentucky Best Buddies Advisor of the Year Award:

· Erin Creason

· Chris Evans

· Kyah Neal

The following students were selected for the KMEA All-State Chorus:

· Harper Taylor

The following students were selected for the KMEA All-State Band:

· Sydney Martin 

· Owen Dotson 

The following students were selected for the Governor’s Scholar Program:

· Caylee Padgett

· Aspen Delaney

The following students were selected for the Governor’s School for the Arts:

· Dion Barredo Rivera - Creative Writing 

· Kaylie Witcher - Musical Theatre 

The following students earned Kentucky FFA Awards:

· John Hardin FFA National 3-Star Chapter 

The following student was selected for the Murray Commonwealth Honors Academy:

· Hannah Saulton 

The following students earned a state office at the Kentucky FCCLA Competition:

· Giuliana Gregory - 2026-2027 Kentucky FCCLA Vice President of Public Relations

The following students earned the 2026 JROTC Kentucky Raider Championship:

· Wyatt Kelly

· Chase Woosley

· David Boedeker

· Jesse Roberts

· Daniel Darrent

· Brenden Miller

· Sawyer Grabill

· Alexandra RhineSmith

· April Haisma

· TeAri Cisse

· Noevalla Schulten

· Lauren Wilson 

The following student earned a state office at the Kentucky DECA Conference:

· Aspen Delaney - 2026-27 KY DECA Vice President of Public Relations 

The following student earned DECA International Career Development Conference Finalist Status and the top ICDC Role Play 1 Top Score, First Place in her Flight Score for Role Play 1, and a DECA Region Three Scholarship:

· Aspen Delaney

The following students placed in the Kentucky Skills USA Competition:

· Alyssa Vanover and Natilee Smithon - 3rd Place - Crime Scene Investigation

The following student earned 2nd-Team on the Lexington Herald-Leader All-State Team and the Louisville Courier-Journal All-State Team. She also earned Freshman All-American by MaxPreps (a national honor in high school basketball).

· Charlotte McCurry

The following students earned Louisville Courier Journal 1st-Team All-State Offense (running back) status:

· Cavalli Polk-Pittman

North Hardin High School
The following student earned a spot on the Louisville Courier-Journal 2nd-Team All-State Football Team:

· Josiah Hope

The following students were selected for the Kentucky Governor’s Scholar Program:

· Johnathan Bell

· Alayna Musson

· Camden McCoy

· Hrishi Patel

· Joshua Stover 

The following students were selected for the Governor’s School for the Arts:

· Rougui Dia - Dance

· Kaden Lucas - Trumpet 

· Jaia Weidner - Visual Art

The following student was selected to play on the Kentucky All-Star Basketball Team:

· Keriawn Berry

· Destiny Scott

The following students earned awards at the Kentucky FCCLA Conference:

· Tristan Robinson - 3rd place in Career Investigation 

· Annalise Pacheco - 2nd place Fashion Design 

· Madison Strain - 1st place Nutrition and Wellness 

· SaraBeth Anderson, Samantha Cunningham, Desirae Emmerson, Kyrie Gazo, Annalise Pacheco, Tristan Robinson, Jailena Salgado Bryant - Power of One Award

The following student was selected as the Kentucky Athletic Administrators Male Student of the Year:

· Clayton Scherer

The following students were selected for the KMEA All-State Choir

· Rayson Chitwood

· Kaden Lucas

The following students were selected for the KMEA All-State Band:

· Kaden Lucas

· Wyatt Camp

· Cameron Price

· Mia Notaro

The following students placed at the Kentucky Educators’ Rising Conference:

· Brady Tacket - 2nd place in Public Speaking

The following students placed at the Kentucky BETA Conference:

· Alayna Musson - 1st place - Visual Arts Recyclable Art D2 

· Natalee Lange - 2nd place Visual Arts Quilling D1 

· Kaden Lucas - 2nd place Performing Arts Solo, Duo, Trio, and he was selected to be a Premier Performer at the National Convention 

· Gabriel Roche-Melendez - 2nd place - 9th grade Spanish

· Taliah Broughton - 3rd place - 9th grade Language Arts 

· Cole Hudson - 3rd place - 9th-grade Science

The following students placed at the Kentucky Career and Development Conference:

· Carson Thompson - 3rd place - T-shirt Design

The following students placed at the International Career and Development Conference:

· Ava Marie Elmore - 2nd Place - Pin Pilot Competition

HCS Early College & Career Center
The following CHHS, JHHS, and NHHS students earned awards or a state office because of their involvement or academic work while enrolled in classes taught at EC3.  

The following students earned awards at the KY HOSA Competition:

· A.J. Garris elected as KY HOSA Historian 

· Aryah Clark elected as KY HOSA Parliamentarian

· Ellie Suttor, 3rd place, HOSA Clinical Specialty & Barbara James Service Award

· Svenja Whyte, 2nd place, HOSA Physical Therapy

· Naomi Powell, 2nd place, HOSA Respiratory Therapy

· Aryah Clark, 3rd place, HOSA Organizational Leadership

· Hailey Bowman and Emily Gwinn, 1st place, Health Career Display

· Ella Jolene Anderson, Alexia Fair, Noelle Kimmes, Madison Ratliff, 3rd Place, HOSA PSA 

The following students placed in the Kentucky Skills USA Competition:

· Alyssa Vanover, Natilee Smithon, Elias Gill - 3rd Place - Crime Scene Investigation

The following students placed in the Kentucky Skills USA Competition:

· Shannon Latham- 1st place in Culinary Arts

· Brianna Jones- 2nd place in Baking and Pastry

The Board extends its congratulations to these students and their teachers, coaches, and sponsors for the recognition they have earned for themselves and Hardin County Schools.
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