THIS IS A DECISION PAPER.

TO:  		Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:  	Teresa Morgan, Superintendent

DATE:	May 14, 2026

SUBJECT:  	James T Alton's 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C., using a commercial carrier

Discussion:
James T Alton Middle School would like to transport up to 230 Hardin County students out of state through WorldStrides Educational Travel & Experiences.  This request is based on a plan to visit Washington, D.C., from March 27 through March 30, 2027.

A. This trip will be at no cost to the school.  The students will be paying a fee of $1800 each.  There will be one chaperone per 10 students whose expenses are paid by the chaperone or WorldStrides.  The trip is intended to enhance the Social Studies and Arts Curriculum as well as provide an otherwise unlikely opportunity.


B. Content Area:     			Activity:
Government				Holocaust/WWII Memorials
Geography				Smithsonian Institute: Museums	
Drama/Theater				Natural History Museum
Embassy Row
Arlington Cemetery
7The White House
Lincoln/Vietnam/Jefferson/Korean/King
Memorials
Nationals/Orioles Baseball Game (if available)
Broadway play (if available)
	
A. With Board approval, we will depart on the morning of Saturday, March 27, 2027, and return on the evening of Tuesday, March 30, 2027.  Students will not miss any school.  Chaperones will be provided by JTA. Approving this trip now will provide students/families with ample time to plan and prepare for the trip, as they can make payment plans through this school year up until next school year.

Recommendation:  I recommend that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the James T. Alton Middle School 8th graders to travel to Washington, D.C., from March 27-30, 2027, via commercial carrier for cost and time efficiency. 

Recommended Motion:  I move the Hardin County Board of Education approve the James T. Alton Middle School 8th graders to travel to Washington, D.C., from March 27-30, 2027, via commercial carrier for cost and time efficiency. 
