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Mike Finney <mfinney@stxtigers.com>
To: jtackett@khsaa.org, "Angolia, Joe" <jangolia@khsaa.org>

Julian / Joe,

Tue, Apr 7, 2026 at 2:52 PM

Attached to this email is a proposal to upgrade the way teams and individuals advance from Regions to State-First Round and

then on to the State Championship. This proposal was sent out to every boys and girls golf coach in the state over the last month

and was met with strong support, as you will see in the list of co-signers below. In a nutshell, this proposal will deliver two main
things - 12 Teams at the State Championship and a much better "team player to individual player" ratio that will bring Kentucky

much more in line with Ohio, Tennessee, and Indiana.

This proposal will apply the new guidelines evenly across all regions, as well as apply evenly for the boys and girls. It also made
sure field sizes remained basically the same so weather delays and pace of play issues would not be used as a reason to not

consider.

| would greatly appreciate bringing this proposal to the attention of the Board of Control for their consideration as soon as possible
so we may be able to make changes for the 2026 golf postseason in September and October. If either of you have any questions
about the proposal specifics, please reply to this email or give me a call at 502-314-4653. Thank you for your anticipated support.

Mike Finney

Head Golf Coach

Saint Xavier High School
Director of Instruction

University of Louisville Golf Club

PROPOSAL CO-SIGNERS

# [Name School Name Email B/G Position Region
1 |Adam Centers Western Hills High School adam.centers@franklin.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 10
2  |Amy Janutolo Clay County High School amy.janutolo@clay.kyschools.us Girls Head Coach 10
3 |Barry Wood Paducah Tilghman High School barry.wood@paducah.kyschools.us Girls Head Coach 1
4 |Benjamin Fulkerson Oldham County High School fulkersongolf@gmail.com Boys Head Coach 6
5 |Brandon Terrell Gallatin County High School bterrell853@gmail.com Girls Head Coach 8
6 |Bryan Casey Shelby County High School bryanc@clubpro.com Girls Head Coach 6
7 |Bryson Bennett Mason County High School bryson.bennett@mason.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 12
8 |Casey Young Taylor County High School casey.young@taylor.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 4
9  |Chris Osborne Bethlehem High School cjosborne@pga.com Both Head Coach 4
10 |Chris Redle Bluegrass Golf Tour credle@bluegrassgolftour.com Both | Tour Operator NA
11 |Chris Stone North Laurel High School chris.stone@laurel.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 10
12 |Clay Suter South Oldham High School clay.suter@gmail.com Girls Head Coach 6
13 [Daniel Utley Eastern High School daniel@owlcreekcc.com Boys Head Coach 6
14  |Eric Geldhof Lexington Christian Academy geldhofgolfacademy@gmail.com Boys Head Coach 9
15 [Evan Maines Villa Madonna Academy mainmaines1@gmail.com Boys Head Coach 9
16 [Jared Graves Franklin County High School jared.graves@franklin.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 9
17 |Jared Kenner Grant County High School Jared.Kenner@grant.kyschools.us Girls Head Coach 8
18 [Jason Smith Clay County High School jason.smith@clay.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 10
19 |Jonas Billingsley Daviess County High School jonas.billingsley@ken-tron.com Girls Head Coach 2
20 [Joni Stephens Scott County High School wesley.bellairs@scott.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 9
21 |Justin Alexander Gallatin County High School Christy.otten@gallatin.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 8
22 [Kyle Congleton Madison Central High School robinsonturley@gmail.com Boys Head Coach 9
23 |Larry Slone Rowan County Senior High School |larry.slone@rowan.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 12
24 |Lonnie Sweeney Bishop Brossart High School Lsweeney@bishopbrossart.org Boys Head Coach 8
25 |Lori Denton Frankfort High School lori.denton@frankfort.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach

26 |Lucas Holland Christian Academy of Louisville lucasholland44@yahoo.com Boys Head Coach
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27 |Mark McKelvey Ryle High School markcmckelvey@gmail.com Boys Head Coach

28 |Matthew Wehrle Dixie Heights High School matthew.wehrle@kenton.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach

29 [Michael Hedgepath Union County High School uc.michaelhedgepath@gmail.com Girls Head Coach

30 |Michael McCormick Montgomery County High School mmccormick@atlasfoodsgroup.com Boys Head Coach 12
31 |Michaela Wood Paducah Tilghman High School michaela.wood@paducah.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 1
32 |Mike Finney Saint Xavier High School mfinney@stxtigers.com Boys Head Coach 6
33 |Pat Heitz Trinity High School jpatheitz@aol.com Boys Head Coach 6
34 |Rhett Robinson Frederick Douglass High School rrobinson12@gmail.com Both Head Coach 9
35 [Shaun Gordon West Jessamine High School neshaun.gordon@jessamine.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 4
36 [Shawn Trent North Oldham High School tshawntrent@yahoo.com Girls Head Coach 6
37 [Steve Frank Assumption High School steve.f@twc.com Girls Head Coach 6
38 |[Stuart Taylor George Rogers Clark High School  [stuartlexington@gmail.com Boys Head Coach 9
39 ([Tanner Morgan Jackson County High School tanner.morgan@jackson.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 10
40 [Taylor Sorrels Ballard High School taylor.sorrels@gmail.com Boys Head Coach 6
41 |Tennye Ohr Madison Central High School tohr@irvineonline.net Girls Head Coach 9
42 |Wesley Martin Retired wesleym.martin@gmail.com Retired KYGCA NA
43 |Zach Gentry Rockcastle County High School zach.gentry@rockcastle.kyschools.us Boys Head Coach 10

ﬂ State Advancement Proposal 2026.pdf
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KHSAA BOARD OF CONTROL

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE GOLF STATE CHAMPIONSHIP ADVANCEMENT GUIDELINES

REGIONS Currently, 2 TEAMS advance from “Regions to State-First Round”
This proposal would change that number to 3 TEAMS

STATE-FIRST ROUND Currently, 3 TEAMS advance from “State-First Round to the State Championship”
This proposal would change that number to 4 TEAMS

STATE Currently, 9 TEAMS and 45 INDIVIDUALS play at the State Championship
This proposal would change those numbers to 12 TEAMS and 30 INDIVIDUALS
The total number of players at the State Championship would not change - 90.

BACKGROUND

Kentucky High School Golf is healthy and thriving for the boys and the girls. The state turns out numerous junior golfers who go on to play at
the collegiate level every year and Kentucky remains ranked in the top third of the 50 states with regard to junior golf rankings.

High School Golf occupies these junior golfers for 80 days from late July to early October every year. The other 285 days are spent with junior
golfers playing individual tournaments against most of the same players they compete against in high school.

Four years ago, the KHSAA moved to a three-stage tournament process to reach the State Championship when they added the State-First
Round events with the goal of having more teams and individuals experience the “State Championship atmosphere.” For the past four years,
a total of 240 golfers competed in the three State-First Round tournaments (80 each).

CURRENT GUIDELINES
RATIO NUMBERS ARE TEAM PLAYERS VS. INDIVIDUAL PLAYERS

REGIONS (12) BOYS RATIO 90/10 GIRLS RATIO 80/20
There are 12 Regions across the State for both the Boys and the Girls. An average of 16 teams play in each Boys Region and an average of 10
teams play in each Girls Region. 90% of the Boys and 80% of the Girls competing at Regions are on teams. Region Tournaments are 18 holes
in one day and under the current system 2 TEAMS advance to the next stage - State-First Round. At the same time, the lowest 10 scores for
players who are not on one of two advancing teams also advance to the State-First Round.

STATE-FIRST ROUND (3) RATIO 50/50

There are 3 State-First Round sites for both the Boys and the Girls. Four Regions feed into each of the three State-First Round sites and the
field consists of 8 TEAMS and 40 INDIVIDUALS - 80 total players. “State-First Round” Tournaments are 18 holes in one day and under the
current system 3 TEAMS advance to the State Championship in Bowling Green. At the same time, the lowest 15 scores for players who are
not on one of three advancing teams also advance to the State Championship. Three State-First Round sites feed into the State
Championship, and this results in 9 TEAMS and 45 INDIVIDUALS - 90 total players — competing at State.

STATE CHAMPIONSHIP RATIO 50/50
The State Championship at Bowling Green CC currently has 90 total players with 9 TEAMS AND 45 INDIVIDUALS competing. These 90
players tee off on #1 and #10 between 8:00 am and 10:06 am - one wave of golfers in threesomes.




PROPOSED GUIDELINES

REGIONS

STATE-FIRST ROUND

STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

Everything stays the same except:
3 TEAMS advance from each Region instead of 2 TEAMS
7 INDIVIDUALS advance from each Region instead of 10 INDIVIDUALS

Everything stays the same except:

12 TEAMS compete instead of 8 TEAMS

28 INDIVIDUALS compete instead of 40 INDIVIDUALS
88 PLAYERS compete instead of 80 PLAYERS

4 TEAMS advance from each State-First Round site instead of 3 TEAMS
10 INDIVIDUALS advance from each State-First Round site instead of 15 INDIVIDUALS

PROPOSED RATIO 68/32

Everything stays the same except:

12 TEAMS compete at the State Championship instead of 9 TEAMS

30 INDIVIDUALS compete at the State Championship instead of 45 INDIVIDUALS
Total Players competing stays the same - 90

PROPOSED RATIO 67/33

SUMMARY
TEAMS

CURRENT ADVANCEMENT
2-3-9
PROPOSED ADVANCEMENT
3-4-12

INDIVIDUALS

CURRENT ADVANCEMENT
10-15-45
PROPOSED ADVANCEMENT
7-10-30




BENEFITS

GEOGRAPHY

One of the stated goals of the KHSAA in conducting a state championship in any sport is to have the Championship be well
represented geographically across the state. The current system falls short on this issue since there are currently only 9 teams
at the State Championship but there are 12 Regions - by definition, at least 3 Regions would not be represented at Bowling
Green Country Club. If the proposal above is approved, there is a chance that all 12 Regions could be represented at the State
Championship.

REGION ADVANCEMENT

The proposed changes would advance 3 TEAMS from each Region to the State-First Round. Golf is one of the sports where you
canfit 15, 18, or 24 teams on the field at once - rather than 2 - like in basketball, football, baseball, and volleyball. Finishing
third or fourth in a competitive Region is not poor play - it is excellent play — and advancing a third team from each Region
would be a wise and fair decision. Not only will this advance a competitive team from the deeper regions, but it will also
provide a State-First Round experience to 12 more teams state-wide.

TEAM / INDIVIDUAL RATIO

The current system is set up to be a 50/50 ratio between team players and individual players at both the State-First Round (40
team /40 individual) and the State Championship (45 team / 45 individual).

For many years in Kentucky, the ratio at the State Championship was 77/23 - team players to individuals. A total of 24 teams
went to Bowling Green (120 players) and 36 individuals — 156 total players. Pace of play worries, as well as weather delay
worries ushered in the State-First Round era and a total of 90 players at State. Moving the team/individual ratio from 77/23 to
50/50 has had massive long-term effects, especially considering that the Team Championship is the headline goal for high
school golf participants. The individual golfers in the state know who the best individuals are - they play against each other in
the other 10 months of the year. The Team Championship should take on a higher priority at the State Championship. The best
players on weaker teams (or no team) will advance from Regions (top 7) and from State-First Round (top 10). Many of the
additional teams advancing from Regions and State-First Round will include golfers who would have been individual qualifiers
—this gives more teams the chance to have a State Championship experience. That’s a win.

SURROUNDING STATES - TEAM / PLAYER RATIOS

Documenting the ratios between team players and individual players from surrounding states does not by itself demand
change. But it is interesting how our State Championship -in its current form - does not line up with our neighbors. These are
numbers for the State Championship only — and a very telling note about Region advancement in those states.

INDIANA 83/17 REGION ADVANCEMENT
OHIO 83/17 INDIANA, OHIO, AND TENNESSEE
TENNESSEE 62/38 ALLADVANCE 3 TEAMS FROM THEIR

KENTUCKY  50/50 (PROPOSED 67/33) REGION EVENT




