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EDUCATION AND LABOR CABINET

Education Professional Standards Board

(Amendment)

16 KAR 5:010. Standards for accreditation of educator preparation providers [and-appreval-of
programs].

RELATES TO: KRS 161.028, 161.030, 164.945, 164.946,164.947, 20 U.S.C. 1021-1022
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: KRS 161.028, 161.030

NECESSITY, FUNCTION, AND CONFORMITY: KRS 161.028(1) authorizes the Education
Professional Standards Board (EPSB) to establish standards and requirements for obtaining
and maintaining a teaching certificate and for programs of preparation for teachers and other
professional school personnel. KRS 161.030(1) requires all certificates issued under KRS 161.010
to 161.126 to be issued in accordance with the administrative regulations of the EPSB. This
administrative regulation establishes the standards for accreditation of an educator preparation
provider [and-approval-efaprogram-to-prepare-an-edueator).

Section 1. Definitions.

(1) “Accreditation Audit Committee” (AAC) is the committee that assists with the transition

to National Education Accreditation, presents and acknowledges National Education

Accreditation results, and reviews and makes recommendations to the EPSB concerning

program approval, which is governed by 16 KAR 5:015.
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proeess:|
(2) (4] "Educator Preparation Provider" (EPP) means the accredited unit at an [i]Institution
responsible for the preparation of educators.

(3) [5Y] “National Education Accreditation” means the accreditation that is granted to the

EPP by a Council for Highter Education Accreditation (CHEA) approved accreditor.

(4) [€6)] "Institution" means a college or university.[ ]

(5) "Institutional Accreditation' means the accreditation that is granted to an entire

Institution. This may be earned through a regional accreditor or national accreditor that is

recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.

(6) “Title II” refers to the Federal Title II Report Card State Guidelines established in 20

U.S.C. 1022f and 1022g.
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U-S-Department-of Edueation:|
Section 2. General Accreditation Requirements.
(1) A Kentucky [#]Institution offering an educator preparation program shall have][:]

[(aNationalacereditation]| National Education Accreditation by an educator preparation

accreditor approved by the EPSB pursuant to KRS 161.028 as demonstrated in Section 3(2)(a)

in this regulation|:-oe+

b)yState-acereditationby-the EPSB].

(2) [3] All educator preparation [#]Institutions and programs operating in Kentucky that require

licensure by the Council on Postsecondary Education under KRS 164.945, 164.946,164.947, and
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13 KAR 1:020 shall be approved by the EPSB under this administrative regulation as a condition
of offering an educator preparation program or a program leading to rank change.

(3) The developmental process for a new educational preparation program is detailed in 16

KAR 5:015, Section 4.

(4) The developmental process for a new program in an established EPP is detailed in 16

KAR 5:015, Section 5.

(5) For continuing National Education Accreditation [national-or—state—acereditation], an

EPP shall submit the following evidence as part of the accreditation process:

(a) Documentation submitted to the EPSB staff for Title II compliance, indicating that the EPP's
summary pass rate on state licensure examinations meets or exceeds the required state pass rate of
eighty (80) percent; [and)]

(b) Documentation of [t]Institutional [a]Accreditation. Required documentation shall include a
copy of the current [#]Institutional [a]Accreditation letter or report that indicates [#]Institutional
[2]Accreditation status[-]; and

(c) Documentation of National Education Accreditation through an EPSB approved national

accreditor, which mayv include, for example, a letter from an accreditor or a report showing

successful accreditation.

Section 3. [
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Seetion4-] National Accreditation Approval Process.

(1) An EPP may pursue initial or continuing National

Education Accreditation

[rational-acereditation], ifthe national accreditor has

as demonstrating the requirements of KRS 161.028.

been approved by the

EPSB



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

(2) To be approved by the EPSB, a [A] national accreditor [seeking EPSB-appreval| shall apply

[to-the EPSB] and submit documentation of the following to the EPSB:

(a) Established rigorous standards for educator preparation that align with KRS 161.028(1)(b) and
guide institutions in establishing and maintaining high quality programs that produce evidence of
academic achievement and educator performance;

(b) Attestation that all accreditation standards shall be met for an [eduecatorpreparationprovider|
EPP to obtain and maintain accredited status;

(c) The scope of accreditation;

(d) The capacity for staff and resources to carry out the operations of the national accreditor

[erganization];

(e) Public dissemination of information about the accreditation status of [eduecater—preparation
providers| EPPs, including length of a term of accreditation, reasons for awarding accreditation
status, information about any deficiencies in relation to accreditation standards and policies, and
reasons for conditional approval or denial of accreditation;

(f) A system of quality assurance for standards, policies, and procedures that is reviewed on a
cyclical basis;

(g) Policies and procedures and a governance structure that support the established accreditation
and decision-making processes; and

(h) Letter(s) of support and interest from a currently accredited Kentucky EPP.

(3) National accreditors approved by the EPSB shall notify the EPSB in writing of any changes to

the requirements of subsection (2) of this section and shall include the rationale for the changes.

O

the EPSBt]The accreditation decision of the national accreditor shall be presented for recognition
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by the EPSB at the next scheduled meeting following the National Education Accreditation

[rational-acereditation] decision.

(5) If the EPP is denied accreditation by the national accreditor, the EPP shall provide written

notification to the EPSB within fourteen (14) days of the decision. Thereafter, and within

sixty (60) days, the EPP shall submit a contingency teach-out plan to the EPSB for

consideration at the next regularly scheduled meeting following the deadline [mayseek

(6) If the EPP is denied accreditation by the national accreditor, the EPP also shall provide

written notification to all candidates currently admitted to a certification or rank change

program as follows:

(a) A currently admitted candidate shall receive the certification or advancement in rank

sought so long as:

1. The candidate is recommended for certification or advancement in rank within one (1)

yvear of the date of the decision to deny or revoke accreditation; and

2. The candidate submits a completed application, including payment of any applicable fees,

for certification or advancement in rank to the EPSB within one (1) vear and ninety (90) days

from the date of the decision to deny or revoke accreditation; or

(b) A candidate who does not meet the criteria established in paragraph (a) of this subsection

shall transfer to an EPSB approved EPP that currently holds National Education

Accreditation to receive the certificate or advancement in rank.

Section 4. EPP Transition from State-Only to National Education Accreditation.

10
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(1) Beginning with the 2027-2028 academic vear, no EPP shall be permitted to choose a state-

only accreditation process.

(2) An EPP with any state-issued stipulations or areas of improvement shall:

(a) At least one (1) vear and one hundred and twenty (120) days prior to the next

accreditation visit, submit a written report to the AAC providing a narrative notation of

resolutions with aligned evidence demonstrating that the standards have been sufficiently

met to ensure educator programs produce effective, high-quality teachers through evidence-

based, rigorous review. Evidence submitted for these purposes shall demonstrate an

intentional use of documentation, valid multiple measures, and analysis to support and prove

an EPP’s claims regarding adherence to accreditation standards; and

(b) At least one (1) vear prior to the next accreditation visit, prepare and present changes

and improvements at a regularly scheduled meeting of the AAC.

(3) The AAC shall consider the current stipulations or areas for improvement and decide to:

(a) Remove current stipulations or areas for improvement;

(b) Modify current stipulations or areas for improvement: or

(c¢) Retain current stipulations or areas for improvement.

(4) For any EPP for which the AAC determines to modify or retain current stipulations or

areas for improvement, the AAC also shall make a recommendation to the EPSB to:

(a) Grant the EPP continued approval with National Education Accreditation that addresses

the remaining stipulations or areas for improvement:

(b) Grant the EPP conditional approval, requiring an additional update to address the

remaining stipulations or areas for improvement: or

(c) Revoke the EPP’s state-only accreditation.

11
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Section 5. Coordination of Accreditation and Program Review Processes.

(1) As part of National Education Accreditation [natienal-acereditation]|, an EPP's programs

leading to educator certification and rank change shall be reviewed through the state program

review process as established in 16 KAR 5:015 [Seetion 17 of this-administrativeregulation]. At

least two (2) vears [Twenty—four—(24)—menths| prior to the scheduled on-site visit, the EPP

shall submit programs for review in accordance with 16 KAR 5:015 [Seetion18—ofthis

Lenini ) lation].
(2) [€A] Prior to the scheduled on-site evaluation visit, EPSB staff shall participate in the pre-visit
to the institution to serve as a state consultant to the national chair.

(3) [€8)] At least one (1) EPSB staff member shall be assigned as support staff and liaison during

the National Education Accreditation [rational—acereditation] visit and one (1) state

representative trained in the standards of the national accreditor shall serve as a member of the site
visit team.

(4) [9] To maintain continuing National Education Accreditation [natienal-acereditation], the

EPP shall follow the cycle and timelines established by the national accreditor.

Section 6. National Accreditor Revocation or Dissolution.

(1) In the case that the EPSB has reason to believe that a national accreditor is not upholding

approved standards for educator preparation that alien with KRS 161.028(1)(b) as

demonstrated in Section 3(2)(a) in this regulation, the EPSB may revoke the ability of the

national accreditor to accredit the Kentucky EPPs.

(3) In the event the EPSB believes revocation of the accreditation authority of a national

accreditor may be warranted:

(a) The EPSB shall provide written notification of concerns to the national accreditor:

12
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(b) Within sixty (60) days of the date of the EPSB notification, the national accreditor shall

submit a written response to the EPSB and, during that same timeframe, also may choose to

attend a regularly scheduled meeting of the EPSB to verbally respond, present, and answer

questions: and

(c) Within sixty (60) days of receiving the national accreditor’s written response or, if no

written response is submitted, within one hundred and twenty (120) days of the EPSB

notification, the EPSB shall make the final decision and provide final written notice to the

national accreditor as well as to any EPPs using that national accreditor.

(2) In the case that a national accreditor dissolves, is no longer approved by CHEA, or has

their accreditation authority revoked by the EPSB. the EPSB may grant approval for the

EPP to temporarily operate for the period in which a new national accreditor can be

approved.

Section 7. Annual Reporting.

(1) EPPs shall submit the following data annually:

(a) Verification of institution and EPP profile information;

(b) Verification of current faculty and staff;

(c¢) Verification of correct courses, assessments, and alienment to appropriate standards in

each program;

(d) A list of qualified content review experts, information to include name, area of

specialization, and contact information;

(e) Verification of accuracy of student admissions and exit lists for current year:

(f) Number of completers for the last three (3) vears disaggregated by program;

13
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(2) Verification of meeting eighty percent (80%) pass rate on required licensure assessments

for each program;

(h) Notations of change, data collection, analysis of data, and innovations for each of the

following six (6) domains:

1. Candidate admission and progression:

2. Standards alienment and coursework:

3. Pedagogy;

4. Clinical partnerships and practice;

5. Program assessments; and

6. Quality assurance and continuous improvement.

(2) The EPSB shall have staff review each EPP’s annual report to monitor progress of the

EPP to continue a program of high quality.

(3) After reviewing the annual report, the EPSB may pursue punitive action against the EPP

in the event the EPSB:

(a) Has reason to believe that the EPP is limited in its capacity to offer quality programs that

adequately prepare candidates: or

(b) Observes substantive changes to the program, EPP, or Institution since its original or

most recent continued program approval. For these purposes, substantive changes may

include any change in the published mission or objectives of the EPP or Institution or the

addition of courses or programs that represent a significant departure in terms of either

content or delivery from those that were offered when the EPP was most recently accredited.

(4) Failure to comply with the reporting requirements in this Section may also result in the

EPSB pursuing punitive action against the EPP.

14
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Section 8. Identification of a Low Performing EPP.

(1) In compliance with Title 11, the EPSB shall identify an EPP as:

(1) " At-risk of low performing" if an EPP:

(a) Has received a Praxis Il or Praxis PLT pass rate below eighty (80) percent in any

approved program area; or

(b) Is assigned an accreditation status by a nationally recognized accrediting body that

indicates deficiencies, stipulations, or required corrective actions, regardless of the specific

terminology used by the accreditor: or

(2) "Low performing" if an EPP:

(a) Has received a Praxis II or Praxis PLT pass rate below eighty (80) percent in at least fifty

percent (50%) of approved program areas: or

(b) Is assigned an accreditation status by a nationally recognized accrediting body that

indicates significant deficiencies, stipulations, or required corrective actions, regardless of

the specific terminology used by the accreditor.

15
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