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On Sunday and Monday April 9 and 10, 2006, the PAC presented the TheatreworksUSA production of Romeo & Juliet.

The production was TheatreworksUSA’s biggest production ever and was billed as “The passions of first love, the emotions of teenage rebellion, and the dramatics of family conflicts” taking center stage! The 90-minute, nine-actor production includes “classic text with a pulsing rock incidental score.”  The unique combination “takes Shakespeare’s language to the streets of a futuristic crumbling urban wasteland called Verona.”  This version of a classic tale is unlike any previously seen by Hardin County audiences.

599 students and 40 adults attended the morning school performances. The students were from 7 schools including John Hardin, Central Hardin,  & North Hardin High Schools, Bluegrass Middle School, Elizabethtown Christian Academy and Lincoln Land Home Schoolers.

The PAC values feedback on the programming it provides.  The following are comments received from students/teachers who attended the production:

My students were very quiet and seemed to enjoy the performance. I asked some very specific questions and they were able to answer them. I wished I would have had an opportunity to review the play before going, but since it was the first day back that was not possible. The students mentioned they liked the music and a couple wanted the "soundtrack" and a couple of scenes that were powerful were Lord Capulate, the Nurse and Juliet and the final scene where Romeo and Juliet "rise from the dead". They really related to it, I must compliment the players for a great job. 

Michael Radford, NHHS

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Overall, I thought the performance was well done and the students were engaged in the production. The fact that it was set in an alternative time period helped keep the interest of the students, and the music also helped to "modernize" the performance.   Each of my 9th grade students completed a reflective activity upon returning to CHHS.  (designed by Ms. Brewer) The students were asked to reflect upon plot, character, theme, diction, music, spectacle, and their overall reaction to the play.  Below are some comments:

" The language becomes easier to understand as you get more used to hearing it."

" I loved it. Being able to see it live, the characters seem a lot more realistic.  The modern parts, blended with the Shakespearean languare helped also!"

" I would describe my experience as an overall good show that kept my attention with some jokes and effects."

" I enjoyed the whole play and would watch it again."

Thank you.   Jennifer  Burnham, CHHS

_____________________________________________________________________________

The students liked the music the group used with their performance, but thought it might have been too loud when the actor's spoke.

· The main criticism was if the group was going to make the play more modern, then they should have updated the language as well.

· Lots of students were disappointed that it was not a more strict interpretation of the Shakespeare's play.

One more thing - I personally was very bothered by the injecting of the poison instead of drinking it. I thought the scene lost its meaning and passion - not to mention the message it was sending to 14 year-old students.

Thanks for everything. The students really enjoyed the show.

Gina Aldridge, NHHS

___________________________________________________________________________

My classes and I spent some time discussing the performance, and they were able to reflect and share their reactions.  Most of the feedback I received was positive.  Students were surprised by the sparse scenery.  They had some trouble understanding the setting of the play.  They knew it was modern, but didn't understand immediately that it was futuristic.  The most positive comments I got were about the dancing and fighting scenes.  The actor who played Benvolio seemed to be the majority favorite.  Students said that they were able to understand Shakespeare's language better than they ever had because of the live production, and that they could understand what the actors were saying.  

The students seemed to enjoy attending the PAC.  I have one group of students who have contacted the PAC as a result of this production for our current unit of Persuasion.  Students are creating a persuasive poster and paper on an issue, and this group has chosen to persuade an audience to embrace theater etiquette.  They used their recent trip to the PAC as an example for how an audience behaves during a production.  

Ms. Edmondson, CHHS

__________________________________________________________________________

My students were mostly just impressed by the theatre experience.  Several had been to the pac before, but overall, they responded to being able to see something we'd studied in a real theatre.  Many commented on the professionalism of the actors who raised their voices when their mics cut out.  I think they really made the distinction between the play as a literary work and the live play.  Some were confused by blending of benvolio's personality with mercutio's, but they dealt with other character changes without trouble.

Sarah Ryan,  Resource English,  CHHS

