THIS IS A DECISION PAPER:


TO:		Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:	Teresa Morgan, Superintendent

DATE:	March 19, 2026

SUBJECT:	ASTRA Behavioral Health Contract (Bright Path Academy)

DISCUSSION:
Due to increased mental health and behavior support needs of our Elementary students, we would like to partner with the ASTRA Behavioral Health institution to provide students with professional, accessible mental health support that schools cannot deliver at the same rate or intensity. Such a partnership ensures early intervention, crisis response, and ongoing care, improving student well-being, academic success, and overall school climate.  With our contract, ASTRA Behavioral Health would provide the facility, and HCS would provide the teacher and instructional assistant. This program would begin the 2026-2027 school year.

Certified Teacher:
Days:  187 days
Hours: 7
Pay Range: $47,041-$86, 850 
Funding Source:  General Fund

Instructional Assistant I:
Days:  183 days
Hours: 6.25
Pay Range: $16.91-$26.26
Funding Source:  General Fund

PROPOSAL:
The Board of Education approves the partnership with ASTRA Behavioral Health to implement the Bright Path Academy for mental health counseling and educational services

RECOMMENDATION:
I recommend that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the contract with ASTRA Behavioral Health to implement the Bright Path Academy for mental health counseling and educational services beginning the 2026-2027 school year.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:
I move that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the contract with ASTRA Behavioral Health to implement the Bright Path Academy for mental health counseling and educational services beginning the 2026-2027 school year.


