DECISION PAPER

TO:              Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:      Richard Hughes, Ed.D.

DATE:       May 5, 2006

SUBJECT:    Smaller Learning Communities Grant. 

REQUEST

This is to request permission for the three Hardin County High Schools to apply for the competitive Smaller Learning Communities Grant.

DISCUSSION

The Smaller Learning Communities Program provides financial incentives to encourage large high schools to undertake the creation or expansion of smaller learning communities through research-based structuring.  Such strategies include establishing small learning clusters, “houses”, career academies, magnet schools or other approaches to creating schools within schools.  Examples of downsizing activities that restructure large high schools include:

1. Creating academies or sub-groups

2. Creating house plans either across grade levels or by grade levels

3. Creating schools-within-a-school; and

4. Creating magnet programs.

The Smaller Learning Communities Program is authorized under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  The grant is a 60-month implementation grant, LEAs may receive, on behalf of a single school, $650,000 to $800,000 for a school with an enrollment of 1,000-2,000 students.  This grant does not require MATHCHING funds.
The grant will be written by GRREC and the high schools will be apart of the Cohort that will provide support and guidance.  The accelerated learning strategies and interventions must:

1. Be grounded in the findings of scientifically based and other rigorous research;

2. Include the use of age-appropriate instructional materials and teaching and learning strategies;

3. Provide additional instruction and academic support during the regular school day, which may be supplemented by instruction that is provided before or after school, on weekends, and at other times when school is not in session; and

4. Provide sustained professional development and ongoing support for teachers and other personnel who are responsible for delivering instruction.

The deadline for this grant is June 26, 2006.  

RECOMMENDATION:

The Coordinator of Grant Applications & Reporting recommends that the three Hardin County High Schools be permitted to apply for the Smaller Learning Communities Grant.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move to allow the three Hardin County High Schools to apply for the Smaller Learning Communities Grant.
