										Class Code:
CLASS TITLE:  Instructional Assistant III– Behavior Support & Moderate/ Severe Classrooms
Basic Function:
he Instructional Assistant (IA) for Behavior/ Moderate/Severe Disabilities supports students with significant cognitive, physical, communication, medical, adaptive, and behavioral needs. Under the supervision of a special education teacher and/or related service providers, the IA assists with implementing individualized education programs (IEPs), providing academic and functional instruction, supporting communication systems, and ensuring student safety, independence, and participation across school environments.  As well as implement individualized behavior intervention plans (BIPs), supports positive behavior strategies, and maintains a safe, structured, and supportive learning environment. 
REPRESENTATIVE DUTIES:
Behavioral Support
· Implement individualized Behavior Intervention Plans (BIPs) and reinforcement systems as directed.
· Use proactive, positive behavior strategies to help students manage emotions, maintain focus, and stay engaged.
· Monitor student behavior and document incidents, progress, and interventions according to school procedures.
· Model and teach self-regulation skills, problem-solving strategies, and appropriate social behaviors
· Assist in crisis-management or de-escalation situations using approved school/district protocols. 
· Support students in learning self-regulation, communication of needs, and positive behavior skills.
· Implement behavior support plans and data collection procedures as directed.
· Use proactive and supportive strategies to encourage engagement and reduce challenging behaviors.
Instructional Support
· Provide one-on-one or small-group academic assistance under the supervision of a licensed teacher.
· Reinforce instructional content, accommodations, and modifications outlined in students’ IEPs or support plans.
· Support students in accessing curriculum, completing assignments, and developing organizational skills.
· Help maintain engagement and increase participation through structured routines and individualized supports.
· Implement instructional activities designed by the special education teacher in academic, functional, vocational, and life-skills areas.
· Support students in accessing curriculum through accommodations, modifications, and assistive technology.
· Reinforce communication goals using tools such as AAC devices, picture exchange systems, visual supports, and modeling.
· Provide one-on-one or small-group support during classroom lessons, community-based instruction, and daily routines.
Classroom & Environmental Support
· Assist with classroom management and organization to promote a safe, orderly environment.
· Accompany students to general education classrooms, specials, or community-based instructional settings.
· Prepare learning materials, set up instructional areas, and support technology use as needed.
· Supervise students during transitions, recess, lunch, and other non-instructional times.
Personal Care & Daily Living Skills
· Assist students with activities of daily living (ADLs), including feeding, toileting, diapering, hygiene, hand-over-hand assistance, dressing, and mobility support as needed.
· Lift, transfer, or physically support students using district-approved safety techniques and equipment such as gait belts, standers, or wheelchairs.
· Support students in developing independence in self-care routines, communication, and social interactions.
Health & Safety:
· Monitor students for health needs and respond according to district procedures.
· Assist with implementation of medical or therapeutic plans under the supervision of licensed staff (e.g., positioning, seizure protocols, sensory diets).
· Maintain a safe and structured environment during instruction, transitions, recess, meals, transportation, and community activities.
KNOWLEDGE AND ABILITIES:
· Experience working with children with behavioral, developmental, or emotional needs.
· Training in PBIS, CPI, restorative practices, or trauma-informed care.
· Experience collecting behavioral data or implementing structured interventions.
· Ability to work in classroom, small-group, and community settings.
· May require occasional lifting, physical prompting, or assisting students during behavioral incidents.
· Ability to remain calm and maintain professionalism in challenging situations.
· Work closely with special education teachers, therapists, nurses, and other staff to support student goals.
· Maintain clear, accurate data on student progress, behavior, and daily activities.
· Maintain confidentiality and follow all district, state, and federal guidelines, including IDEA and FERPA.
· Participate in training related to disability supports, safety, lifting techniques, behavior intervention, and communication systems.
· Ability to follow teacher direction, implement IEP goals, and maintain safety protocols.
· Strong communication, patience, and teamwork skills.
· Physically able to lift, transfer, and support students safely.
· Training in AAC, PBIS, CPI, or trauma-informed practices. 
· Ability to build supportive, respectful relationships with students.
· Strong communication, patience, and problem-solving skills.
· Ability to follow behavior plans, teacher direction, and safety protocols.
EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE:
· High school diploma or equivalent
· Prefer one year experience
