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Sport Fall Football

Positive Developments

and Highlights

Other than occasional issues with weather, the season has

operated pretty smoothly.

Issues of Concern

(legal, playing Rules,

fiscal management,

etc.)

Input from the membership indicates that, especially in some of

our smaller schools, participation numbers are getting

dangerously low, with two teams playing each other this year in

week 11, with less than 16 players each. With the full

implementation of House Bill 563, according to the member

schools, there has been a lot of movement of students to larger

schools where perceived opportunities to advance further in the

playoffs are better. This is not just a situation in football, and is

something that merits continual review

Championship

Update/Review

Six schools that qualified for the postseason opted not to play.

This is not unusual, as we have had a handful of schools

withdraw each year since the pandemic return. One was a bit

unusual in that a larger school withdrew from the 6A playoffs.

However, we must remember that this was a school playing up

because it's part of a consolidation plan for future years. I know

there were several issues that contributed to the school's

decision to withdraw, as we had maintained rather constant

communication with them.

We may need to review the competition rules as we align

football for 2027. While in no sport do we mandate postseason

participation, we need to continue to examine deadlines for

withdrawal, as football is unique in its tournament structure.

And we shouldn't consider reducing the number of postseason

teams based on performance during the season until we are

ready to eliminate the 10-run baseball/softball games, 35-point

basketball opening-round games, and other similar results in

other sports. The first-round breakdown of margin of victory was

comparable to past years, but overall participation numbers in

football remain near all-time highs, based on roster reviews.

It is notable and perhaps relevant for future discussion that the

margin of victory for first-round games played within the district

is less than the margin for those games played in "sister-

districts", and the reasons for that could be multi-fold.

.In visiting with representatives of the coaches Association, we

may also want to rethink our bracketing thoughts or at least

gather membership input on those thoughts, for our smallest

class. Football coaches have long been opposed to a first-round

bye. While the casual fan may think it's the proper thing to do to

bring three teams instead of 4, the coaches do not like that

interruption in preparation as they get going in the postseason.

However, in Class 1A, given the number of withdrawals each



year, is it time for us to consider a different system or bracketing

for the smallest class? There doesn't seem to be any sentiment

among members to add more teams to Class 6A, unless it is a

school seeking a more favorable position for competitive

reasons. But the Class 1A and the withdrawal of teams is likely

just a function of school size, but something that should be

reviewed.

Final preparations are being made for the state finals at UK and

the board will receive information on these finals in the coming

days. The contract with the University is a rolling four year

contract, and we are extremely pleased that they continue to

offer their stadium to us at a very reasonable cost, unlike most

of the other states in this power four conference

Officials

Update/Review

The officiating numbers are good, but not where they once were.

Our decision two years ago to assign only 5 officials to the first

round has allowed our first round to be serviced without schools

having to move games. This has been a good decision.

Our assigning secretaries have again proven very flexible,

especially last week during round one, when so many schools

decided to move their games to Thursday. It was noted that

earlier in the year, schools were extremely resistant to moving

games off Friday in order to handle the officiating shortage, but

more than happy to move when it looked like rain might impact

their play. They will likely be reminded of that in the future

Noteworthy Changes /

Anticipates Changes

nothing at this time but will be a more relevant report at a later

time
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