DECISION PAPER

TO:              Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:      Richard Hughes, Ed.D.

DATE:       April 13, 2006

SUBJECT:    Kentucky Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant 

REQUEST

This is to request permission for the Elementary Schools in Hardin County to apply for the Kentucky Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant.

DISCUSSION

KDE’s Office of Teaching and Learning is issuing a Request for Application (RFA) for Kentucky public school districts to apply on behalf of individual schools.  The grant will fund mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) for students in the primary program who are struggling with mathematics.

All public school districts in Kentucky with students in the primary program who are struggling with mathematics are eligible to apply for this grant.

The district must submit a separate application for each school applying.

The grant award could be up to $70,000 per school for the first year. Funding may be renewed in subsequent years.  Matching funds are not required for this grant.

The length of the project is up to 12 months. Funds likely will be available in early June. Each awarded school will be considered for renewal for the subsequent year depending on successful implementation of program components, demonstrated student progress and the availability of future funds.

Funds may be used to:

· implement assessment and intervention services

· provide salary for a highly trained, certified primary teacher to support implementation

· provide PD, including release time, substitutes, stipends and materials

· purchase classroom materials

· purchase new hardware (up to 25% of grant; must show integral connection to project)

· purchase software

Funds may not be used for coaches, classified staff, indirect or admin costs, capital costs, furniture or food.

The Mathematics Achievement Fund grant provides schools with funds for implementation of mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) that address the needs of students in the primary program who are struggling with mathematics.  The diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) should promote effective instructional practices in mathematics.  Selected mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) should be based on data specific to the needs of the identified students that the program(s) will serve.  

· As specified in KRS 158.844, the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) selected must:

· be provided to a student by a highly trained, certified teacher

· be based on reliable, replicable research

· be based on the ongoing assessment of individual student needs.

· The mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) selected by schools will determine the instructional method required for implementation (e.g., one on one, students grouped for the specific purpose of receiving appropriate intervention services).

The fiscal agent for the application for public schools must be a local school district.

Important Facts to Remember

1. The school district must agree to provide quarterly financial reports for each funded school. 

2. The school must agree to participate in statewide evaluations of the program at the request of KDE or the Kentucky Center for Mathematics (KCM), http://www.kentuckymathematics.org/index.html
3. The school must agree for the mathematics intervention teacher to participate in professional development sponsored or supported by the Kentucky Department of Education.  This includes attendance at the Kentucky Council of Teachers of Mathematics (Fall), Kentucky Teaching and Learning Conference (March), and trainings required by the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) (to be announced) and other professional development opportunities (e.g. on-line professional development modules) as available.

4. In order to have a standard measure of progress, the school must use the common diagnostic assessments, progress monitoring, and outcome measures requested by the KCM at least twice per year.  

The mathematics intervention teacher must provide mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services directly to students at least half of the day.

The application may found at: 

http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/egftjrlavbai66o4jv644qpjvwyx5w6g56qsunrn b6mknohhi32zomnflk6qnvbb7fxui5r3e4hwxrhxrz6bj5lxcmg/MAFRFA412.doc
The deadline for application is 4:00 PM (EDT) on Friday, May 5, 2006.  Email the Intent to apply form by APRIL 26, 2006.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Coordinator of Grant Applications & Reporting recommends that the Elementary Schools in Hardin County be allowed to apply for the Kentucky Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move to allow the Elementary Schools in Hardin County be allowed to apply for the Kentucky Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant.

