 GARRARD COUNTY SCHOOLS CRITICAL FACT SHEET for the BOARD of EDUCATION
Item for Consideration:  Kitchen Use Policy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Board Meeting Date: Thursday, October 16, 2025
Action Requested:    Review      Action/Consent      Action/Discussion


Item before the Board: Adopt Kitchen Use Guidelines for Garrard County Schools


[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Applicable Statute/Regulation: Kentucky Food Code (902 KAR 45:005)
                                                 FDA Food Code 2013

Background:     Several different school and community groups request access to the kitchen area periodically, especially when holding events in the cafeteria.  There are also requests each year to store testing, field day, or fundraiser items in the coolers or freezers.

Existing Policy:  Board Policy 05.3 Community Use of School Facilities
                           Board Policy 07.1 Food/School Nutrition Services

Summary of Issue: Request approval of Kitchen Use Guidelines

                               SEE ATTACHMENT

Budget Impact:  None

Groups Consulted and Brief Summary of Response:  

School & Community Nutrition at KDE – Specific Guidance regarding non-food service staff allowed in kitchen area provided by Katie Embry as follows:

All equipment and supplies that are paid for 100% out of food service funds must only be used to operate the programs.  That being said, and in reality, it is not completely unreasonable to allow non-food service individuals to use an area if it is infrequent and is not contributing to wear.  If it is causing wear on items, and if it is frequent and regular in use, then it is recommended that a rental fee be charged.

You might also want to consider a policy on addressing any damages that may happen if non-food service staff utilize food service equipment and supplies.

Safety and Insurance:  I would check with your district insurance policy to see if accidents are covered by the policy for individuals who are not employed by food service.  I would not allow anyone in the kitchen area that is not covered under insurance.

I would highly recommend creating a district policy to determine the answer to requests.  My personal recommendation is that I would be hesitant to allow others in the area just due to the value of equipment/supplies, potential for safety issues.  If something were to happen you would still need to be able to operate the program.  Damages would threaten that.

Superintendent’s Recommendation:




Contact Person(s):    Mindy Morrow



____________________________
Superintendent of Garrard County Schools
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