
Jefferson County Public Schools 

J. Graham Brown School 

546 South First Street 
Louisville, KY 40202 
(502) 485-8216 

Dear JCPS Board of Education Members, 

1~SgT_ft-~~~ 
I 

I am writing to express my wholehearted support for the proposal to name the J. Graham Brown School gymnasium 
In honor of Wade Houston. As principal of this school, I firmly believe that Coach Houston's story offers a powerful 
example of resilience, leadership, and community Impact - qualities that deeply align with our schools' four 
dispositions of self-directed learning: Independence, empathy, Innovation, and advocacy. 

Coach Houston's life reflects Independence In Its truest sense. From becoming the first African American to receive 
a basketball scholarship to the University of Louisville, to leading as the first African American head coach In the 
Southeastern Conference, he forged a path where none existed. His courage to lead with vision and determination 
Is a model for our students, reminding them that Independence Is about charting your own course while opening 
doors for others. • 

Equally, his career demonstrates profound empathy. Whether coaching young athletes, mentoring entrepreneurs, 
or co-founding scholarship programs, Coach Houston has consistently uplifted others. He has shown that leadership 
Is not about personal gain but about lifting entire communities - an Important lesson for our students as they learn to 
lead with compassion and care. 

Coach Houston also embodies Innovation. He not only broke barriers In sports but also built businesses, 
established community alliances, and cultivated opportunities In spaces where Black leaders were often 
underrepresented. His forward-thinking approach to both athletics and business offers our students an example of 
how Innovation Is born from persistence, creativity, and the courage to relmaglne what Is possible. 

Finally, his life Is a testament to advocacy. Through his work with the African American Business Alliance, 
scholarship Initiatives, and civic leadership, he has been a tireless advocate for equity and opportunity. Naming our 
gym after Coach Houston will serve as a dally reminder to our students that advocacy means using your voice and 
Influence to create lasting change. • 

Naming the gymnasium In his honor will Inspire every student who enters those doors. They wlll see In Coach 
Houston not only a champion of sport but also a champion of the very dispositions we strive to nurture In them. For 
our community, this recognition signals that Brown School ls committed to celebrating leaders whose lives illuminate 
the power of education, perseverance, and justice. 

Thank you for considering this meaningful and transformatlve recognition. It will ensure that generations of Brown 
School students see In their own gym a legacy that r~flects both their potential and their responsibility to the world . 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Angela G. Parsons, Ph.D., MBA 
Principal 
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July 29, 2025 

J, Graham Brown PTSA 
546 S. 1st Street 

Louisville, KY 40202 
brownptsa.treasurer@grnall.com 

Dear Jefferson County Board of Education, 

SCHOOLOF 
EXCELLENCE 

On behalf of the Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) Board of the J. Graham Brown School, we 
write to express our strong and enthusiastic support for naming our school;s gymnasium the Wade 
Houston Gymnasium. 

Wade Houston Is not only a pioneering figure In American basketball but also a champion of education, 
leadership, and community development. His extraordinary legacy began in 1962 when he became the 
first African American to receive a basketball scholarship at the University of Louisville. He went on to 
earn both a bachelor's and master's degree from the university, setting a precedent for academic and 
athletic excellence. 

Coach Houston's Impact on youth and education started In our very own building, where he began his 
coaching career at Ahrens High School-what Is now the J. Graham Brown Sc.hool. His tenure at Ahrens 
(1971-1973) lald the foundation for a remarkable coaching journey. He later led Louisville Male High 
School to a state championship and then became the first African American assistant coach for the 
University of Louisville men's basketball team, contributing to two NCAA championships. In 1989, he 
made history again as the first African American head coach I.n the Southeastern Conference. 

Beyond the court, Wade Houston Is a respected businessman and civic leader. His work with the African 
American Business All lance, the Houston°Brldgeman scholarship program, and various entrepreneurial 
ventures underscores his lifelong dedication to empowering underserved communities. 

Naming our gymnasium In his honor not only commemorates his groundbreaking achievements but also 
serves as an enduring symbol of excellence, perseverance, and social progress for current and future 
generations of Brown School students. 

We Wholeheartedly support and respectfully urge the Jefferson County Board of Education to officially 
designate our gymnasium as the Wade Houston Gymnasium. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 

Slncerely, 

~ 
r~. 

-A--:1_ 
- -· 

-·--- -·- · -- -- --· .., • 

~ (,ua,:;t~ 

~ . ~ <Q/'lN'wto.xy 

~11"'1 W ci xiPLA-_ ~~ 



Je/J~rson- Count>' f'ub/ir: Sr:hools 
J, Grohnm Drown School 
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July 28, 2025 

Dear Jefferson County Board of Education: 

On behalf of the School-Based Decision Making Councll of the J. Graham Brown School, we are requesting that 
the official name of our gymnasium be the Wade Houston Gymnasium. 

Wade Houston Is a trailblazer In American basketball, education, and business. Born In 1944, he made history 
In 1962 as the first African Am~rlcan to receive a basketball scholarship at the University of Louisville, where he 
later earned both bachelor's and master's degrees. 

Houston began his coaching career at the high school level at Ahrens High School (1971-1973) before 

becoming head coach ilt Louisville Male High School (1973-1976) , There, he led the team to a l<entucky state 
championship in 1975 and complied a 90-12 record. 

ln-1976, Houston broke another barrier by becoming the first African American assistant coach for the 
University of Louisville men's basketball team. Over 13 years_under head coach Denny Crum, he helped guide 
the Cardinals to two NCAA championships (1980 and 1986). 

In 1989, Houston became the first African American head coach In the Southeastern Conference (SEC) when he 
took over the University of Tennessee men's basketball program. He led the Volunteers to two NIT 
appearances during his five-year tenure. 

Beyond basketball, Houston Is a successful entrepreneur and community leader. He Is president of Dry Ice 
Blasting Technologies and co-founder of the African American Business Alliance and the Houston-Bridgeman 

scholarship program. His legacy ls defined by breaking racial barriers, ment9ring youth, and uplifting 
communities through sports, education, and business. 

Coach Houston began his groundbreaking coaching career in what Is now our school's unnamed gymnasium. 
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August 61 2025 

Dear Jefferson County Board of Education: 

On behalf of the J. Graham Brown Booster Club, we are requesting that the official name of our gymnasium be 
the Wade Houston Gymnasium. 

Wade Houston Is a trailblazer In American basl<etball, education, and business. Born In 1944, he made history 
In 1962 as the first African American to receive a basketball scholarship at the University of Louisville, where he 
later earned both bachelor's and master's degrees. 

Houston began his coaching career at the high school level at Ahrens High School (1971-1973} before 
becoming head coach at Loulsvllle Male High Schooi (1973-1976}. There, he led the team to a Kentucky state 
championship In 1975 and complied a 90-12 record. 

In 1976, Houston broke another barrier by becoming the first African American assistant coach for the 
University of Louisvllle men's basketball team. Over 13 years under head coach Denny Crum, he helped guide 
the Cardinals to two NCAA championships (1980 and 1986}. 

In 1989, Houston became the first African American head coach in the Southeastern Conference (SEC) when he 
took over the University of Tennessee men's basketball program, He led the Volunteers to two NIT 
appearances during his five-year tenure. 

Beyond basketball, Houston Is a successful entrepreneur and community leader. He Is president of Dry Ice 
Blasting Technologles and co-founder of the African American Business Alliance and the Houston-Bridgeman 
scholarship program. His legacy Is defined by breaking racial barriers, mentoring youth, and uplifting 
communities through sports, education, and business. 

Coach Houston began his groundbreaking coaching career In what Is now our school's unnamed gymnasium. 
We appreciate your consideration In this change. 

Sincerely, 

~~ . u,._v~ ~~ 
~~ ~r9'1~ ~$~ 
J. Graham Brown Booster Club 
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August 6, 2025 

Dear Jefferson County Board of Education: 

On behalf of the Ahrens High School Alumni Association, we are requesting that the official name of our 
gymnasium be the Wade Houston Gymnasium. 

Wade Houston Is a trailblazer in American basketball, education, and business. Born In 1944, he made history 
In 1962 as the first African American to receive a basketball scholarship at the University of Louisville, where he 
later earned both bachelor's and master's degrees, 

Houston began his coaching career at the high school level at Ahrens High School (1971-1973) before 

becoming head coach at Louisville Male High School (1973-1976), There, he led the team to a Kentucky state 

championship In 1975 and complied a 90-12 record. 

In 1976, Houston broke another barrier by becoming the first African American assistant coach for the 

University of Louisville men's basketball team, Over 13 years under head coach Denny Crum, he helped guide 

the Cardinals to two NCAA championships (1980 and 1986), 

In 1989, Houston became the first African American head coach In the Southeastern Conference {SEC) when he 

took over the University ofTennessee men's basketball program. He led the Volunteers to two NIT 

appearances during his five-year tenure. - ~ ....... 

Beyond basketball, Houston Is a successful entrepreneur and community leader. He ls president of Dry Ice ~ 
Blasting Technologies and co-founder of the African American Business Alliance and the Houston-BridgemanL' 

scholarship program. His legacy Is defined by breaking raclal barriers, mentoring youth, and uplifting __, 

communities through sports, education, and business. ~-!~ 
Coach Houston began his groundbreaking coaching career In what Is now our alma mater's unnamed 

gymnasium. We appreciate your consideration In this chan~e, ' ~~~- n 
Sincerely, {k__;J:-,;)/Mb<J /{J~ 4, .. ~"~" { .,· \ 
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