STUDENTS		09.1224 AP.1
Online, Virtual, and Remote Learning

Hardin County Virtual School (A-5)
Mission Statement  
To provide Hardin County students with flexible and rigorous online learning opportunities that will help them acquire the knowledge, skills, and characteristics necessary for college and career readiness beyond the scope of a traditional school setting.
 
Program Goals and Purpose
Education is the key to our students' future.  Hardin County Virtual School (HCVS) strives to enable students to acquire that key by providing an alternative path to middle and high school graduation, setting students on the course of a lifelong practice of self-motivated learning in an environment that prepares them for a successful life in the global 21st century.
Program Description
Hardin County Schools (HCS) offers Virtual School for grades K-12.
Students wanting to attend the A-5 HCS Virtual School must do the following:
1. Complete a Virtual School APPLICATION (available online at bit.ly/HCVSK-12).  As a part of this application process, a committee will review each application.  The committee will review student behavior, transcripts/report cards, attendance (participation), previous success in online platforms, and I-Ready/KSA/CERT/ACT scores.
2. If the student application is accepted, the student (along with a parent/guardian) must come in person to enroll, either at Open House or an individual session, to complete the onboarding process that communicates the expectations for students and understand the virtual school educational platform.
3. Each parent/guardian (along with the student) must sign a Memorandum of Agreement /Contract, which outlines the expectations of the program.  (Please refer to the student expectations and Memorandum of Agreement below.)
4. Once the student is accepted and enrolls in the Virtual School, they are no longer considered to be a student of the school where they reside in the district.  The Virtual School will NOT have extracurricular activities or sports.  Virtual School students will NOT be allowed to participate in activities at their districted school or attend classes at the Early College and Career Center (EC3).
5. Students will complete their courses through an online program/platform.  HCS teachers will NOT provide live instruction for middle and high school.  Elementary school students will be required to attend daily meetings with live instruction.
6. The ARC will determine participation for students who are eligible for IDEA services to ensure that student needs can be met in a virtual format.
7. Specially designed instruction for students with disabilities is provided in brief live sessions with a special education teacher/service provider as determined by the ARC.  Students will be expected to participate in scheduled sessions.
Memorandum of Agreement/Contract for A5 students
HCS Virtual Academy students & parents must commit to the following: 
· Ensuring access to a working device (Chromebook, laptop, desktop) and strong, reliable internet for the duration of time enrolled in HCS Virtual School. The virtual school does not provide devices.
· Parent/Guardian will serve as an essential partner in their student’s learning; therefore, they will commit to an in-person technology training session prior to the start of the school year. This will be completed at either the open house or during an individual intake session. 
· Completing all assignments and tasks independently without copying the work of others or having others do their work---all work submitted must be of the student's own creation.  If AI work is detected, students will be required to redo the assignments.  
· ELEMENTARY ONLY:  Daily attendance is required for this program.  Students are required to complete online coursework and attend live teaching sessions 5 days a week.  Students may be marked absent for missing live teaching or not completing coursework online.  Attendance and truancy laws and policies apply to the elementary program. 
· MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL ONLY:  Students will be expected to devote the amount of time necessary to pass courses and remain on schedule for each trimester grading period.
· Students will be expected to come in person for assessments (l-Ready Diagnostic, Kentucky Summative Assessments, ACT) as often as once a trimester throughout the year. 
· Complying with the Virtual School teachers for task completion on assignments, quizzes, and assessments.  Google meets, as requested by teachers, are MANDATORY.
· Maintaining passing grades at all times; stay at or ahead of the pace of assigned material.
· Spending extra time on completing tasks/assignments if starting the program after the beginning of the school year; this is necessary to complete all required work prior to the end of the trimester. 
· Maintaining an appropriate, respectful tone with Virtual School teachers and staff at all times, both verbally and in written form.
· Students/Families will communicate with the Virtual School teachers and staff through HCS Email and Direct Phone calls.
· Comply with any other directions or guidelines communicated by the Virtual School teachers and staff.
· Any change of residence, phone contact information, e-mail address, etc., must be communicated to the Virtual School immediately.
· Students who receive IDEA services must participate in sessions with a special education teacher and/or service provider on a set schedule.  The ARC shall determine the platform, length, and frequency of these sessions.
· Students may transition back to their district home school at the end of a quarter or trimester. Once they choose to leave the Virtual School, they will not be allowed to return during the same calendar school year.
· All coursework is due by the end of the trimester, regardless of snow days, testing dates, etc.  If the district extends the trimester dates, HCVS will extend those dates as well.
· Teachers will be given a reasonable amount of time to grade/provide feedback on work that has been submitted.  Any overdue work that is turned in may take additional time to be graded if it is accepted.

Removal from the HCS Virtual School may occur for the following reasons:
· Inappropriate conduct or communication through the virtual programs may be grounds for dismissal from Virtual School, and/or may result in disciplinary action consistent with the HCS Acceptable Behavior and Discipline.
· Students must maintain a passing grade in all courses and attend required meetings as scheduled.  All students are evaluated twice a trimester.  Halfway through the grading period, students failing two (2) or more courses will be placed on probation and will have 2 weeks to bring all courses up to passing.  Failure to do so will result in early dismissal from the program.  If students fail courses, they will be REQUIRED to return to their in-person school at the end of a trimester as well.  
· Failure to attend Google Meets with teachers.  If they cannot attend, they must let the teacher know in advance to reschedule.
· Failure of parents to maintain working contact information.  It is the expectation of virtual school for staff to be able to reach both parents and students in a timely manner.

Hardin County Virtual Academy (A-8)
The Hardin County Schools’ Virtual Academy program (A-8)  is an attendance-based program for students who have not been successful in a traditional program or an in-person alternative setting.  Students enrolled in this program have been assigned by the Board of Education or per a referral from College View or another alternative program.  The Virtual Academy is an attendance-based online program and requires students to check in virtually every day, every class period.
HCS Virtual Academy students & parents must commit to the following: 
· Once a student is assigned to the A-8 Virtual Academy, the student (along with a parent/guardian) must come in person to enroll, either at Open House or an individual session, to complete the onboarding process that communicates the expectations for students and understand the virtual school educational platform.
· Ensure access to a working device (Chromebook, laptop, desktop) and strong, reliable internet for the duration of time enrolled in HCS Virtual Academy. 
· Parent/Guardian will serve as an essential partner in their student’s learning; therefore, they will commit to an intake session prior to the student being enrolled in the program.
· Complete all assignments and tasks independently without copying the work of others or having others do their work---all work submitted must be of the student's own creation. 
· Daily attendance is required for this program.  Students are required to complete online coursework and attend live teaching via Google Meet on a daily schedule, 5 days a week.  Students may be marked absent for missing live teaching or not completing coursework online.  Attendance and truancy laws and policies are applicable.
· Students will be expected to come in person for assessments (l-Ready Diagnostic, Kentucky Summative Assessments, ACT) as often as once a trimester throughout the year. 
· Comply with the Virtual School teachers for task completion on assignments, quizzes, and assessments.  Google meets, as requested by teachers, are MANDATORY.
· Maintain passing grades at all times; stay at or ahead of the pace of assigned material.
· Maintain an appropriate, respectful tone with Virtual School teachers and staff at all times, both verbally and in written form.
· Students/Families will communicate with the Virtual School teachers and staff through HCS Email and Direct Phone calls.
· Comply with any other directions or guidelines communicated by the teachers and staff.
· Any change of residence, phone contact information, e-mail address, etc., must be communicated to the Virtual School immediately.
· Students who receive IDEA services must participate in sessions with a special education teacher and/or service provider on a set schedule.  The ARC shall determine the platform, length, and frequency of these sessions.
· All coursework is due by the end of the trimester, regardless of snow days, testing dates, etc.  If the district extends the trimester dates, HCVS will extend those dates as well.
· Teachers will be given a reasonable amount of time to grade/provide feedback on work that has been submitted.  Any overdue work that is turned in may take additional time to be graded if it is accepted.

Removal from the HCS Virtual Academy may occur for the following reasons:
· Inappropriate conduct or communication through the virtual programs may be grounds for disciplinary action consistent with the HCS Acceptable Behavior and Discipline.
· If students are not making adequate progress or attending regular scheduled daily meetings, the School Safety Review Committee will reconvene to determine necessary action.
· Once a student has successfully completed their enrollment period in the A-8 HCS Virtual Academy, a meeting will be held with the District’s Transition Specialist and the student’s home school to transition the student back to in-person instruction or Hardin County High School per the recommendation of the School Safety Review Committee.

Key Procedures to Support Postsecondary Readiness A-5 and A-8 HCS Virtual School Programs:
1. Ensuring comprehensive services and requirements: Virtual programs must provide all the educational services and requirements expected in a traditional school, including academic, social-emotional, and mental health support.
2. Alignment with District Goals and Standards:
· Online programs must adhere to state and district academic and curricular requirements.
· The curriculum should align with the Kentucky Academic Standards and individual student learning goals.
2. Advanced Learning and Skill Development:
· Offer programs for credit acceleration, credit accumulation, and innovative pathways to graduation.
· Integrate Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses that provide students with industry-recognized certifications.
· Utilize tools like college-readiness tutorials and test-prep courses for standardized tests (e.g., SAT, ACT).
· Incorporate online programs that help students develop essential skills like critical thinking, communication, teamwork, and leadership.
· Provide access to industry partnerships and educational organizations that offer real-world experiences and connections.
2. Promoting Independence and Self-Direction:
· Design online learning that promotes self-efficacy, time management, computer literacy, and adaptability.
· Offer flexible learning options like asynchronous learning to accommodate diverse student needs and schedules.
· Encourage self-discipline and independence through structured online learning experiences.
2. Robust Communication and Support:
· Provide clear and consistent communication with students and families.
· Offer regular check-ins and personalized support to address student progress and concerns.
· Implement robust communication systems (e.g., chat, discussion boards, email) to foster connection and provide timely responses.
· Provide 24/7 technical support to address digital access issues.
2. Utilizing Technology Effectively:
· Choose appropriate and effective learning technologies.
· Use advanced learning technologies like AI-driven tools and real-time analytics to personalize learning experiences and monitor progress.
· Ensure all learning materials are accessible to students with disabilities.
· Offer instructional videos and interactive content.
2. Fostering Community and Engagement:
· Create opportunities for virtual group projects and online discussions to build peer connections.
· Organize virtual social events to build a sense of belonging.
· Emphasize social-emotional learning strategies to enhance student well-being and engagement.

2. Evaluating and Improving:
· Annually review policies and procedures to ensure alignment with district goals.
· Utilize online readiness assessments to identify student needs and provide guidance.
· Collaborate with colleagues and utilize professional development opportunities to enhance online teaching practices. 
2. ILP Development:
· Each student enrolled in either the Virtual School (A-5) or the Virtual Academy (A-8) will have their ILP developed or continued to be developed through their teacher assigned by the Virtual School Coordinator/Counselor as part of their graduation requirement.
· Each student’s ILP will be monitored each Trimester to ensure continued development by the Virtual School Coordinator/Counselor.  The Virtual School Coordinator/Counselor will work directly with the assigned teacher to ensure each student’s ILP is up to date and representative of their college/career aspirations.
In summary, successful virtual school programs must adopt a holistic approach that not only focuses on academic content but also emphasizes student support, technological competence, and personal development to prepare students for their post-secondary endeavors effectively. 
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Hardin County Virtual School (Academy) Diploma Requirements
	Regular Studies Curriculum Diploma (A-5)
	Academic Studies Curriculum Diploma  (A-5)
(Minimum 3.0 overall GPA required)
	Regular Studies Curriculum Diploma (A-8)

	English: 4 credits

English I, II, III, and IV
	English: 4 credits

Honors English I, II, III, and IV
	English: 4 credits

English I, II, III, and IV

	Mathematics: 4 Credits   

Algebra I and  Geometry
	Mathematics: 4 Credits  

Algebra I and Geometry

	Mathematics: 4 Credits   

Algebra I and  Geometry

	Science: 3 Credits   

Physical Science, Biology,  and choice of 
Chemistry, Physics or Environmental Science  
	Science: 3 Credits  

Physical Science,  Biology,  and choice of 
Chemistry or Physics   
 
	Science: 3 Credits   

Physical Science, Biology,  and choice of 
Chemistry, Physics or Environmental Science  

	Social Studies: 3 Credits  

World History, Civics & Economics, US History 
	Social Studies: 3 Credits 

World History, Civics & Economics, Honors US History 
	Social Studies: 3 Credits  

World History, Civics & Economics, US History 

	
	Foreign Language: 2 Credits of the same language
	

	Health Education: .5 Credit 
	Health Education: .5 Credit
	Health Education: .5 Credit 

	Physical Education: .5 Credit
	Physical Education: .5 Credit 
	Physical Education: .5 Credit

	Arts and Humanities: 1 Credit 
	Arts and Humanities: 1 Credit 
	Arts and Humanities: 1 Credit 

	Financial Literacy: .5 Credit
	Financial Literacy: .5 Credit
	Financial Literacy: .5 Credit

	Additional Electives: 9.5 Credits 
	Additional Electives: 7.5 Credits
	Additional Electives: 5.5 Credits 

	TOTAL: 26 Credits  
	TOTAL: 26 Credits 
	TOTAL: 22 Credits  
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