RECOGNITIONS
May 19, 2025
OLDHAM COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
CONCERN 
Consider Recognizing the Following Outstanding Individuals
DISCUSSION
2025 GOVERNOR’S SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Thirty-one students, including one alternate, have been accepted to the 2025 Governor’s Scholars Program. These exceptional students were selected after a rigorous application process which factors in grades, test scores, community service, and extracurricular activities. These students will attend a five-week summer program hosted by Centre College, Morehead State University, and Murray State University. During the program, students will choose an area of study and learn with others from across the state.

NOHS
Abigail Dehner 
Georgia Downs
Emerson Fischer
Erica Freeland
Amelia Hayes
Alexandra Kachalova
Veeksha Katta
Grace Myers
Savannah Smith
Lauren Yang
Kathleen Zhao
Camden Killian
Bryan Xia


OCHS
Jordan Ballard 
Elsie Husband
Emerson Miller
Eyla Rhodes 











SOHS
George Ackert
Catheryn Brown
Sophia Flanagan
Zoe Gatewood
Molly James
Elle Jones
Kara Loechle
Will Matthews
Mallory Sackella
Lila Spadavecchia
Robert Toe
Allison VanMeter 
Owen Wells
Alternate 
Abigail Keeling


2025 GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS
Nineteen students, including six alternates, have been accepted to the Governor’s School for the Arts. This program celebrates the creative talents of students who are interested in fine-tuning their skills with master teachers in various disciplines. These distinguished students will live on-campus at the University of Kentucky for three weeks this summer. 

SOHS
Abigail Howell - Dance
Caroline Bednar - Dance
Emma Ricketts – Visual Art
Alternate
Anna Powers – Instrumental Music, Percussion

OCHS
Claire Dennison - Dance
Jenna Hefner - Musical Theatre 
Aubrey Johnson - Musical Theatre
Anthony Payne - Instrumental Music, Brass
Alternate
Zakkary Lehmann – Vocal Music 

NOHS
Piper Davino - Instrumental Music – Woodwind
Georgia Downs - Musical Theatre
Simon Hay - Instrumental Music – Piano
Anna Jamison - Creative Writing
Jacob Kimberl - Instrumental Music – Percussion
Alexander Reynolds - Musical Theatre
Alternates
Leysha Gudibanda - Visual Art
Ada Heppermann - Creative Writing
Isla Oeffinger – Design
Savannnah Smith - Dance
2025 GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL FOR ENTREPRENEURS
Four students have been accepted, including two alternates, to the Governor’s School for Entrepreneurs. Students will attend GSE at the University of Kentucky. Over the course of three weeks, teams will develop a business model, design a prototype, and pitch their business idea to a panel of judges. 

NOHS
Leysha Gudibanda 
Wesley Tonn
Alternate
Oliver Killian 
SOHS
Alternate
Nadir Abozaid



COMMONWEALTH HONORS ACADEMY
Two students have been accepted to the Commonwealth Honors Academy this summer. During the program, they will join other students who will live and learn on Murray State University’s Campus while receiving six hours of college credit.

OCHS
Eyla Rhodes 
SOHS
Leah Wheeler
STATE STLP CHAMPIONSHIP
Every day, students across Kentucky are utilizing digital tools to construct knowledge, collaborate, and communicate what they’re learning. These innovative designers are producing digital artifacts to tell their stories and to demonstrate what skills they are developing. The Kentucky Department of Education created STLP (Student Technology and Leadership Program) as a means for students to design, make, connect and learn through technology utilization and creation of original digital content. Each year, STLP hosts a state event at Rupp Arena in Lexington. This provides students the opportunity to share the year-long projects they have worked on, get recognition for their digital products submitted virtually, compete in live competitions, and get the opportunity to explore some of the latest and greatest technology in education. Several OCS students placed 1st, 2nd, or 3rd  at this year’s STLP State Championship.
NOHS
Samuel Johnson - 1st place, 3D Design 
NOMS
Pryce Hendrick - 1st Place 3D Design
Lara Fields, Emma Jane Lopes, and Seth Pease - 1st Place Feature Video
Colton Grace, Logan Brodsky, and Pryce Hendrick - 2nd Place Animation
Emma Holobinko - 2nd Place Manipulated Image
Camden Station
RCX Eaglestrike Team - 1st place in Habitat Design Challenge. Team members include Adeline Ibershoff, Korben Creason, Sadie Powell, Connor O’Brien, and Royce Wilde. 
Kenwood Station
Mercy Grorud, Graham Kelty, and Abby Kaelin - 1st Place PSA
Hailey Martin, Brooke Martin, Phoebe Church, and Lucy Burton – 1st Place Documentary
Ella Van Allen, Hosanna Grorud, and Mia McCoy – 1st Place Help Desk
Greyson Perkins – 1st Place Screen Capture
Zoey Adamson, Lorelei Minzenberger, Theodore Suddeth, Owen Friggle, Amelia Hatcher, Lily Silveira, Lucas Grimes, and Abby Kaelin – 2nd Place Cinemania
La Grange Elementary
Alessio Parrino, Carlos Gonzalez, Alexa Wait, Laney Freels, and Tobi Edens – 1st Place K-5 Minecraft, Creative Digital Arts
Alessio Parrino, Claire Carey, Kenneth Parker, Dylan Henson, and Michael Carpenter – 2nd Place K-5 Newscast
STATE SPEECH COMPETITION
Twenty-six students from South Oldham High School’s Speech Team competed at the Kentucky High School Speech League (KHSSL) State Tournament at Western Kentucky University. The team competed against 40 schools and 600 entries across the state and placed 3rd - school record. 
The team sent a total of 41 entries, and 21 entries received awards. Nine entries were named as state finalists. 
Landon Flanagan - State Champion in Dramatic Interpretation
Cassidy Stocker - State Champion in Original Oratory
Ben Osborne – State Semifinalist, Dramatic Interpretation
Blaine Kimery - State Semifinalist, Original Oratory
Mason Chandler - State Semifinalist, Declamation
McKenna Edmonston - State Semifinalist, Prose
Sophie Flanagan - State Semifinalist, Humorous Interpretation, Prose
Brooke Gnadinger - 3rd in Duo Interpretation, 3rd Program Interpretation
Aubrey Goins - 3rd Duo Interpretation, 3rd Humorous Interpretation
Third Place Team

Landon Flanagan
Cassidy Stocker 
Brooke Gnadinger
Aubrey Goins
Caroline Beavers
Addison Boren
Staja Semrau
Ben Osborne
Blaine Kimery
Mason Chandler
McKenna Edmonston
Sophie Flanagan
Ammon Robinson
Matthew Osborne
Lila Spadavecchia
Owen Wells
Larissa Evans
Elle Jones
Alayna Sorenson
Evalyn Steflik
Callie Richards
Mikaela Brinkley
Samantha Campbell
Mason Chandler
Caroline Drake
Emerson Martin 
Catherine Daisey

STATE FCCLA
South Oldham High School students participated in the FCCLA (Family, Career and Community Leaders of America) State Leadership Conference. FCCLA is a student-led organization that aims to promote personal growth and leadership development through family and consumer sciences education and Katie Rufra serves as their advisor.
State FCCLA Competition Winners:
Chloe Charlet and Sophia Culp - 1st Place, Interior Design
Makayla Tucker - 2nd Place, Job Interview
Ashley McCurdy - 2nd Place, Interpersonal Communications
Alexis Barnum and Caroline Greenfield - 3rd Place, Event Management
Akua Asamoah - 3rd Place, Fashion Design
IGNITE PASSION
The Ignite Passion Award recognizes individuals or groups that have demonstrated exceptional commitment and efforts in fostering passion and enthusiasm within Oldham County Schools. Recipients of the Ignite Passion Award are not merely achievers; they are catalysts for positive change, transforming the atmosphere and culture within their school or within the school district. These individuals or groups possess a unique ability to ignite the flames of inspiration within students, staff, families, or the community, encouraging others to pursue excellence and embrace their own passions. 
NOMS – Marti Wilkins
North Oldham Middle School is honored to nominate Ms. Marti Wilkins for the Ignite Passion Award. Ms. Wilkins is the embodiment of what it means to be a passionate educator. With an outstanding 32-year career in education, Marti has dedicated her life to helping young people grow into confident, healthy, and resilient individuals. Her teaching career began at St. Patrick, St. Edward, and Anchorage Independent Schools, where she built a strong foundation rooted in compassion, connection, and excellence. For the past 22 years, she has proudly served as the Physical Education teacher at North Oldham Middle School, becoming a cornerstone of the school and a treasured mentor to students and staff alike. Marti’s reach extends far beyond the gym walls. Through her leadership as a tennis and basketball coach, she has built lifelong relationships with students — helping them discover their strengths, overcome challenges, and believe in themselves. Her athletes are not only taught the fundamentals of the game but also the value of teamwork, perseverance, and sportsmanship. Her calm, steady presence brings out the best in students on and off the court. While Marti is humble in nature and would never seek recognition for herself, the impact she has made is widely known and appreciated by the NOMS community. The influence she’s had on hundreds — if not thousands — of Mustangs over the years cannot be overstated. Whether it’s the encouragement she offers a student trying something new, the support she brings to our school culture, or the example she sets through her kindness and consistency, Marti changes lives every day, often without realizing it. As she steps into retirement after this school year, she does not fully see the depth of her legacy — but we do. We see it in the former students who return just to visit her, in the notes of gratitude from parents who know she helped shape their child’s confidence, and in the admiration from colleagues who look to her as a model of servant leadership. Her presence has created a ripple effect across generations of Mustangs, each carrying forward a bit of the passion she has so generously shared. Ms. Marti Wilkins ignites passion in every space she enters — not through grand gestures, but through years of steady, devoted, and joyful service to others. She lives out the values we hope to instill in every student: compassion, perseverance, and empathy. It is with deep gratitude and pride that we nominate her for the Ignite Passion Award. She is a shining light in our school, and her legacy is woven into the very fabric of what makes North Oldham Middle School #PositivelyNORTH.
Kenwood Station – Jessica Holmes
Jessica Holmes has been chosen for the Ignite Passion Award because of her exceptional dedication to student growth, innovation, and the school community. She has transformed the Kenwood Station Elementary library into a dynamic space for creativity and critical thinking through initiatives like Makerspace, Birthday Book Club, and the new reading spaces and displays for student learning. Beyond her core responsibilities, Jessica leads programs such as STLP, Girls Who Code, Battle of the Books, and the Library Advisory Council, while also playing a vital role in the success of the spring musical, Willy Wonka Jr. Her work with Primary Talent Pool (PTP) students has strengthened our youngest learners to present their ideas in meaningful settings confidently. Her tireless efforts, including state-level recognition in STLP—demonstrate a deep commitment to providing opportunities that foster leadership, literacy, and technological skills. Jessica’s energy, vision, and constant support for students make her a truly inspiring educator and a deserving recipient of this award.  She is truly igniting passion in the staff and students at Kenwood Station Elementary.
RECOMMENDATION
Recognize these individuals for their outstanding accomplishment!
