THIS IS A DECISION PAPER.
TO:

HARDIN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

FROM:
teresa Morgan, superintendent
DATE:
May 15, 2025
SUBJECT:
2025-26 CEP PROGRAM
FACTS: 
The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a program that allows schools in high-poverty areas to offer nutritious meals free of charge to all students without collecting and processing school meal applications.  Hardin County Schools has the opportunity to provide both breakfast and lunch at no charge to all students at the eligible school sites.  The determining factor to become eligible for the program is based on whether a school site has 40% of the total enrollment being direct-certified students.  Collectively as a district, our Identified Student Percentage is 49.10%.  CEP is highly funded by the participation of students in each school.  Therefore, an increase in participation will be necessary for the success of the program as a district.
In place of the school meal application, the Household Income Form (HIF), is still to be gathered for other programs which rely on the information for funding.  A FRAM coordinator is the one responsible for processing the HIF form.  Per KDE, if processing must happen within the child nutrition department, the district's general fund must pay $1 per form processed, so the Child Nutrition Department can continue processing the forms.
Hardin County Schools has the opportunity to provide both breakfast and lunch to all students at the eligible school sites free of charge.  Hardin County Schools currently has 23 schools in this program. With the continuous increase in the cost of food over the last year, we must increase the adult lunch price.  If approved, the meal prices would be as follows for the 2025-26 school year.
	              Breakfast:


Full price student:
            $0.00


Reduced price student:
$0.00


Adult meal prices:
            $3.25
	Lunch:



Full price student:
            $0.00


Reduced price student:
$0.00


Adult meal prices:
            $4.85



RECOMMENDATION:


I recommend that the Hardin County Board of Education continue the CEP program district-wide for the 2025-26 school year. Breakfast and lunch will be provided at no cost to the students who attend these schools, with the cost of adult meals being $3.25 for breakfast and $4.85 for lunch.
RECOMMENDED MOTION:
I move that the Hardin County Board of Education continue the CEP program district-wide for the 2025-26 school year. Breakfast and lunch will be provided at no cost to the students who attend these schools, with the cost of adult meals being $3.25 for breakfast and $4.85 for lunch.

