
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT FOR
STUDENT BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICI,S

This INDEPENDBNT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT (hereinafter referred to as the

"Agreement") is made this 28th day of April"2025, by and between the BULLITT COUNTY

SCHOOL DISTRICT, i040lJighway 44 East, Shepherdsville, KY 40165 (hereinafter referred

to as the "Board"), and ASTRA BBHAVIORAL HEALTH, LLC,2000 Ring Road,

Elizabethtown, Kentucky (hereinafter refer:red to as "Astra Behavioral Health").

WHEREAS, the Roard desires to retain the services of Astra Bel-ravioral l-lealth to

provide professional mental health services to students atlending the Bullitt County School

District upon request; and

WHEREAS, Astra Behavioral I{ealth desires to provide its services to the Board as an

independent contractor upon the terms ancl conditions of this Agreement.

NOW' THEREFORB, in consideration of the foregoing premises, the rnutual covenants

and conditions contained herein, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and

sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the Board and Astra Behavioral Health hereby

covenant and agree as follows:

1. SERVICES. Astra Behavioral Ifealth agrees to provide professional behavioral

health services to students identified by the Board irrcluding the following:

a. Provide at its sole cost and expense applopriate and adequate space, furniture,

and security cameras for the Board's Day treatment program at a location

approved by the Board.

b. Provide day treatment services as deirnecl ingOl KAR 15:010 for studeuts

placed at the Bullitt County Day Tleatment who have behavioral issues related

to a diagnosed mental health disorder. Services shall include daily intensive



therapy services including individual, tamily, and group moclalities, medication

management, and collaboration with Board ernployees to prornote the

functioning of the student. Behavioral rnanagement, social skills, and

i ndependent living skills are encompassed. Day treatment services shall be

provided in collaboration with the Individualizecl Education Plan ("IEP") or 504

Plan of each student but shall not be listed as a requirement in those educational

plans. Day treatrnent services will be ofl'ered during school days and on breaks.

c. Ensure that Astra Behavioral Health services under this Agreement are

provided by a Qualified Mental Health Profbssional (QMHP) with a Master's

degree (or above) in psycliology, social work, or related field or by a Mental

Health Associate with a Bachelor's degree (or above) in psychology, social

work, or related field and who is supervised by a QMHP. All such personnel

mentioned in this palagraph shall be subject to approval of the Board.

d. Ensure that any qualified individual providing services will fbllow all

restrictions, policies, and procedures of the Board. The Board may provicle an

annual orientation to Astra Behavioral Health staff.

e. Require all employees assigned to the Bullitt Countl, Day Treatrnent to receive

aunttal training on the use ofphysical restraint and seclnsion in compliance with

704 KAR 007:160 and to comply with the requirernent.s of Board Policy 09.2212

ald Board Procedure 09.2212 AP.2l regarding the use of physical restraint and

seclusion.

f. Establish and maintain a treatment record fbr each student receiving counseling

services under this Agreernent in accordance with the staff licensing board

requiremeuts. the Department lbr Medicaid Services and the other applicable

federal and state laws.



g. Maintain confidentiality fbr stndents receiving services under this Agreernent in

accordance with applicable professional standards, laws, aud regulations. it is

recognized that Astra Behavioral Health and the Board shall be in

comrnunication with one another concerning treatment of students.

2. BOAR.P.,,,RESPONSIBILITIBSi The Board agrees to provide as follows:

a. Except during times that school is not in session, provide appropriate staff,

including a teacher and an instructional assistant to facilitate the educational needs

of the students placed at the Bullitt County Day'I'reatment.

b. Provide all instructional materials including all equipment fbr online learning.

c. Except during times that school is not in session, provide transporlation to all

students attending the Bullitt County Day Treatrnent.

d. Except during times that school is not in session, provicle breaklast and lunch for all

students attending the Bullitt County Day Treatmenl.

e. Obtain parental consent for student placement at the Bullitt County Day

Treatment and facilitate paperwork fbr receipt ol'day treatment services.

3. COMPENSATION. 'fhe tsoard will not be charged for Astra Bel-ravioral Flealth's

services under this Agreement. Astra Behavioral l-Iealth will bill Kentucky

Medicaid and other insurance payers lbr: its sen,ices. Additionally, the Board is not

responsible for payment of Astra Behavioral Ilealth's out-of-pocket expenses

incurred in perforrning this Agreement. unless pre-approved in writing by the

Board.

,ornrnuO, 
TERM OF AGREBMENT. The term ol'this Agreement shall be for one (1) year.
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5.

6.

Unless otherwise terminated uncler this Agreement, the term shall be autornatically

extended lbr a period of one year, lbr each successive year, unless either party gives

the other party thirty (30) days' advance written notice befbre the expiration of the

initial term or any subsequent annual tenn that the party does not desire to have the

contract automatically extended or renewed fbr another term.

TBRMINATI*OJ, Either parly rnay terminate this Agreement at arry time upon

thirty (30) days' prior written notice to tlie other party.

PQ-N-HIDH,I.rI.TIALITY. If during the course of this Agreement the Board discloses

to Astra Behavioral Health any clata protected by the Family Educational Rights and

Privacy Act of 1974 ("FERPA"), as arnended (20 U.S.C. $ 12329, eI seq.), and its

regulations, or data protected by the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act

("NSLA") (42 U.S.C. $ 1751 et seq.), and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 ("CNA")

(42 U.S.C. $ 1771 et seq.), Astra Behavioral Health agrees that it is bound by and

will comply with the oonficlentiality, security and redisclosure reciuirements and

restrictions stated in FERPA, NSLA and CNA.

Astra Behavioral Health hereby agrees to repoft to the Board, imrnediately and

within twenty-four Q0 hours, any known reasonably believed instances of

rnissing data or data tl-rat has been inappropriately shared. Astra Behavioral

Health agrees that FERPA-plotected infbnnation is conf-rdential infbrrnation.

FERPA- protected infbrmation includes. but is not lirnited to the student's rlame,

the name of the student's parent or other family mernbers, the addless of the

student or stndent's family, a personal identifier, such as the student's social

security number, student number, or biornetric record, other indirect ideutifiers,

such as the student's date of birth. place of birth, and mother's maiden nante, and

other information that, alone or in oornbination, is linked or linkable to a specific
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b.

stuclent that woulcl allow a reasonable person in the school community. who does

not have personal knowleclge of the relevant circumstances. to identify the student

with reasonable certainty.

Astra Behavioral Health unclerstancls and acknowledges that any unauthorized

disclosure of confidential infblmatiorr is itlegal as provided in FERPA and in the

irnplernenting lbderal regulations found in 34 CFR, Part99. The penalty lbr

unlawful disclosure is a fine of not nrore than $250,000 (under 18 U.S.C. $ 3571)

or imprisonment for not more than live years (under 18 U.S.C. $ 3559), or both.

Astra Behavioral Health understands and acknowledges that children's lree and

reduced-price meal ancl fiee milk eligibility infbrmation or iuformation from the

family's application for eligibility, obtained under provisions of the NSLA or the

CNA is confidential inforrnation and that any unauthorized disolosure of

conficlential free and reduced-price lunch infbrmation or infbrmation fi'om an

application for this benefit is illegal. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a line

of not more than $1,000.00 (under 7 C.F.lt. 245.6) or imprisonment fbr up to one

year (under' 7 C.F.R. 245.6), or both.

INDEPENDENT CON,TRACTPR. In all nratters relating to this Agreenrent,

Astra Behavioral I{ealth shall be acting as an independent contractor. Aslra

Behavioral Health is not an employee of the Board uncler the tneauing or application

of any federal or state unemployment insurance compensation law or workets'

compensation law. or other siurilar state or fbderal statute. Astra Behavioral

Health shall assume all liabilities or obligations irnposcd by any one or more of

suoh laws with respect to maintaining its status as an independeut contractor.

Astra Behavioral l{ealth shall not have any authoriby to assurne or create any

obligation, expressecl or irnplierJ, on behalf of the Board, and Astra Behavioral
5
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8.

Health shall have no authority to represent itself em an agent, ernployee or in any

other capacity of the Board.

A$.TRA BEHAYIORAI.H EA-ITH' S, QTHER AGREH,MEI{TF' Astra

Behavioral Health's services are not to be ooustrued by this Agreement as being

exclusively comrnitted to the Boarcl. Astra Behavioral Health shall be free, iu its

discretiol, to provide the same to any other persoll, or firttl, provided nlways that

Astra Behavioral Flealth must ensure that the services lequired by the Board as

provided herein shall at all times be performed in lull. Astra Behavioral Health

hereby warranis that there is no conflict of interest in Astra Behavioral Health's

full-time or other employurent, il'any, or othc'r Agreements, if any, with

activities to be performecl hereuncler, and Astra Behaviorat Flealth shall advise

the Board if a conllict of interest arises in the l'ttture'

PROFESSIONAL LIAI}ILITY INSI]I{ANCE. Astra IJehaviOrAI I iCAIth ShAII

maintain professional liability insurance in the minimum sunl of $ 1,000,000

covering the services that are rendered to the Board under this Agreement and

provide the Board with written evidence of such iusurance. l'he lloard rvill

ruraintain liability insurance coverage lor the Boarcl'

BACKGROUND CHECKS. Pursuant to KRS 160.380, Astra Behavioral Health

s|all submit any ernployee providitrg services under this Agreemcnt to a l'lational

and state criminal history backgrouncl check by the Departmetrt of l(erlttrcky State

Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation and have a letter tionr the Cabinet fbr

Health and Irarnily Selvices stating that any employee providing services uncler this

Agreernent has no findings of substautiated child abuse or neglect fbtrnd through a

background check of child abuse records maintained by the Cabinet lbr t{ealth and

9.
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lt.

Family Services. Astra Behavioral Health shall proi,ide the Boald with copies of the

lequirecl background checks.

INpEMNIFI-CAT-I,BN, Astra Behavioral Health agrees to indemnify and hold

the Board an<J its employees ancl agents harmless from claims, demands, losses,

liabilities, juclgments, costs and expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees,

arising out of, related to or in connection with its obligations under this

Agreement. I{owever, Astra Behavioral Health will not provide indemnity

against claims, liability. loss. or expense when showu by the tinal judgrnent of a

court of competent-jurisdiction to have been caused by the willful or sole

negligence or sole miscouduct of the Board.

T;;5JS, Astra Behavioral Ilealth represents ancl warrauts to the Boarcl that no

taxes should be withheld fi'om and paid to any taxing authority from the fees to

be paicl by the Board under this Agreement. Astra Behavior:al Ilealtlt agrees to

ildennify and hold harmless the Board against and ra,ith respect to any and all

claims, interest, penalties, damages, losses, Iiabilities, and taxes resulting from a

breach of this representation and warranty.

ASSIGNMENT. I'his Agreentent is for the personal services of,Astra Behavioral

Health ancl sl-rall not be transf'erred or assignecl by Astra Rehavioral Health

without prior writteu consent of the Board.

G EN ER.{.L PRO\'ISIONS.

This Agreernent constitutes the entire agreement with respect to the subject

matter herein set tbrth between the parties.

llhis Agreement anclthe language contained herein have been arrived at by

the mutual negotiation of the parlies; accordingly. no provision shall be

12.
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c.

d.

e.

f.

ob.

h.

construecl agaillst one party or in favor of another palty merely by reason of

draftsmarrship.

All headings of this Agreement have been inserted fbr convenience only. are

not to be considerecl part of such, and shall in no way aft-ect the interpretatiou

of any of the provisions of such.

This Agreement may not be amended or modi{ied except by an instrtmrent in

writing sigrred by the partics ltcreto.

No waiver of the provisions hereof shall be effective unless in writing and signed

by the party to be charged with such waiver. No waivcr sltall be deerned a

continuing waiver or waiver with respect to any subsequent breach or clefault

unless expressly so stated in writing'

Not[ing in this Agrccment shall be cotrstrtted to give an1' rights or lrenefils to

anyone other than Astra Behavioral Flealth and the Board.

The parties hereto shall sign such fur'ther and other assurances and perform such

further and other acts and things which may be lleoessaly or desirable in order to

give full fbrce and effect to the Agreemetrt herein.

Any controversy or claim arising out of or lelating to this Agreemeut shall be

governed by the laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Any litigation under

this Agreement. if commenced by either party. shatl be brought in Bullitt County,

Commonwealth of Kentuclry.

If, for any reason, any provision of this Agreetnent is held invalicl, such invaliclity

shall not alfect any olher provision of th:is Agreement not helcl invalid, and each

such otherprovision shall, to the lullextcnt consistcnt with lar,v. continue in full

l'orce anil eft'ect. lf any provisiorr ol this Agreemcnt slrall be invaticl in parl' sttch
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invaliclity shall, in no way, aff.ect the rest of sr-tch provision not held invalid. and

the rest of such provision, together with all other provisions o1'this Agreement,

shall, to tlte extent consistetrt with law, contitlue in full force and effect'

ASTRA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH, LLC

%-9
M. Wasim Sa.iid, MD
Executive Director

BTILLIT'| COTJNTY I]OARD OF
trDUCNTION

.lesse Bacon
S Lrperinter-rdent

DATE


