KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STAFF NOTE

Action Item: 
Early Literacy and Numeracy Assessments

[bookmark: _Hlk69751209]Staff Recommendation:
The Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB) should accept the recommendations of the Early Literacy Cohort and the Numeracy Cohort to replace the Praxis Elementary Education: Multi-Subjects Test (5001) and the Elementary Reading (5205) with the Elementary Education: Multi-Subjects Test (7001) beginning September 1, 2025. The EPSB should also utilize the multi-state standard setting study’s cut score adopting the -1 Standard Error of Measure (SEM) as has been done with all previous Praxis exams. 

Additionally, the EPSB should accept the recommendation of the cohorts to replace the Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education (5023) test with the Early Childhood Education: Foundational Knowledge (5533) for candidates for Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education. It is recommended that the EPSB allow for a pilot year in the 2025-2026 school year with a “do no harm” year, followed by the use of the multi-state standard setting studies cut score and the -1 SEM beginning September 1, 2026. 

Rationale:  
EPSB, through legislative action, has been tasked with maintaining a list of approved teacher preparation tests that are determined by the EPSB to be an effective evaluation of reading and numeracy instruction knowledge, skills, and pedagogy. The Education Preparation Program Early Literacy Cohort and Numeracy Cohort expert faculty have researched available assessments and provided a list of recommended assessments that meet the statutory requirements.

[bookmark: _Hlk69751230]Action Question:
Should the EPSB accept the recommendations of the Early Literacy Cohort and the Numeracy Cohort?

Applicable Statute or Regulation:  
KRS 161.030, KRS 164.306, KRS 164.3061, 16 KAR 6:010

History/Background:  

Existing Policy: The passage of the Read to Succeed Act in 2022, and the Numeracy Counts Act in 2024 placed additional requirements on the EPSB regarding preparation tests for early literacy and numeracy educators. Specifically, the Read to Succeed Act established KRS 164.306 which includes the following:  
(2) By January 1, 2024, the Education Professional Standards Board shall develop and maintain a list of approved teacher preparation tests that are determined by the board to be an effective evaluation of reading instruction knowledge and skills. 
(3) Beginning in the 2024-2025 school year, all new teachers seeking certification in interdisciplinary early childhood education or elementary education shall successfully pass an approved teacher preparation test that includes an evaluation of reading instruction knowledge and skills. 
At the December 2023 EPSB meeting, the EPSB approved the recommendations of the Early Literacy Cohort to retain the Elementary Education: Multi-Subjects Test (5001) and add the Elementary Reading (5205) for applicants for elementary certification. For Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education, the EPSB approved the recommendation to retain the Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education (5023) test and monitor a new test created by the Educational Testing Service (ETS).

The Numeracy Counts Act established KRS 164.3061. (3)(a) of that statute requires the EPSB to “Develop and maintain a list of approved teacher preparation assessments that are determined by the board to be an effective evaluation of mathematics instruction, content and practice standards, and skills.”

Summary: The Early Literacy Cohort and the Numeracy Cohort formed by the Office of Educator Licensure and Effectiveness under the High-Quality Instructional Resources (HQIR) work met in August, September, and October 2024 to discuss the certification assessments required for elementary educators. After a complete review of the Praxis 7001 series both groups found the tests to be appropriate to meet legislative requirements for literacy and numeracy. The cohorts recommend replacing the Elementary Education: Multi-Subjects Test (5001) and the Elementary Reading (5205) with the Elementary Education: Multi-Subjects Test (7001). The cohorts also recommend using the multi-state standard setting study’s cut score and adopting the -1 SEM, as has been done with all previous Praxis exams. It is also recommended that the EPSB accept the current testing requirements for the remainder of the 2024-2025 school year, setting September 1, 2025, as the start date for the required change in testing for Elementary Education.

Additionally, a suitable assessment measure for early childhood that addresses the literacy and numeracy legislation and aligns to the grade span of Kentucky’s certificate, birth-K, will be available in August 2025. This assessment is the Early Childhood Education: Foundational Knowledge (5533) test. It is recommended that the EPSB allow for a pilot year for this assessment in the 2025-2026 school year as a “do no harm” year. Beginning September 1, 2026, The EPSB should then use the multi-state standard setting study’s cut score adopting the -1 SEM.

Budget Impact: There will be some cost associated with staff time and resources to replace the existing tests and monitor the pilot of the new Early Childhood Education: Foundational Knowledge (5533) test.
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