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2025 NATIONAL MERIT FINALISTS
Oldham County Schools is pleased to announce six students have earned the 2025 National Merit Finalist title.
National Merit Finalists are chosen from the National Merit Semifinalists announced earlier in 2024. About 90 percent of semifinalists attain finalist standing, and more than half of finalists will win a National Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar title.
To become a finalist, the semifinalist and their high school must submit a detailed scholarship application, in which they provide information about the semifinalist’s academic record, participation in school and community activities, demonstrated leadership abilities, employment, and honors and awards received. A finalist must have an outstanding academic record throughout high school, be endorsed and recommended by a high school official, write an essay, and earn SAT scores that confirm the student’s earlier performance on the qualifying test.

North Oldham High 
Charlie Dugan
Nicholas Fiorni
South Oldham High 
Larkyn Hendren 
Ethan Raque
Oldham County High 
Hannah Tatum
Duck Evans

KHSAA STATE INDOOR TRACK CHAMPIONSHIP
Oldham County High
Clara Warrick – State Champion Girls 55m
 State Champion Girls 200m
Kyle Crady, Max Anderson, Sean Crady, Matthew Whitlock – Runner-up, Boys 4x800 Relay
Charlotte Marcum, Juliann Foushee, Olivia Jasper, Clara Warrick – Runner-up Girls 4x200 Relay
Charlotte Marcum, Diana Nava, Juilann Foushee, Clara Warrick – Runner-up Girls 4x400 Relay
Oliva Jasper – 3rd place Girls High Jump
Third Place Team

Savannah Alder
Maggie Bant
Katelyn Bissinger
Hope Boa
Landyn Brock
Juliann Foushee
Sophie Henage
Olivia Jasper
Emma Johnson
Katelyn Kommer
Campbelle Lane
Charlotte Marcum
Diana Nava
Clara Warrick
Natalie Wright

South Oldham High
KHSAA State Wrestling Championship
Oldham County High
Tatum Millet- State Champion Girls Wrestling
Miller Brown – Runner-up Boys Wrestling
KHSAA State Swim & Dive Championship
Oldham County High
Tucker Bailey – State Champion Boys 100-yard Butterfly
Brooke Ronan – Runner-up Girls Diving
Ignite Passion Awards
The Ignite Passion Award recognizes individuals or groups that have demonstrated exceptional commitment and efforts in fostering passion and enthusiasm within Oldham County Schools. As noted last month, recipients of the Ignite Passion Award are not merely achievers; they are catalysts for positive change, transforming the atmosphere and culture within their school or within the school district. These individuals or groups possess a unique ability to ignite the flames of inspiration within students, staff, families, or the community, encouraging others to pursue excellence and embrace their own passions. 
Arvin Center
The Arvin Center honors Gary Costelle as this year’s Ignite Passion Award recipient. Gary embodies the very essence of this award through his unwavering commitment to bridging the gap between businesses and schools, fostering a true sense of shared responsibility for education. As the original teacher of our Sports Medicine Program at the Arvin Center, Gary was instrumental in designing and implementing this pathway almost a decade ago. His vision and dedication laid the foundation for a program that continues to thrive and provide invaluable opportunities for students. Today, he remains a vital part of its success, serving as the organizer and host for interns rotating through Baptist Health La Grange and other healthcare providers—partnerships he has tirelessly cultivated. This pathway exists and continues to support students because of Gary’s incredible generosity of time, leadership, and unwavering commitment.
The Arvin Center is fortunate to have so many incredible industry partners, all working together to provide students with real-world learning experiences. This award could be shared with so many people and organizations who help our students Rise and Shine! However, tonight, we celebrate Gary Costelle, whose passion and dedication have made a lasting impact on the Arvin Center and the students who benefit from his work. Congratulations, Gary!
Camden Station Elementary
Camden Station’s Ignite Passion Award goes to 3rd grade teacher, Ms. Kelsey Tingley. 
Ms. Tingley exemplifies many qualities that make her deserving of the Ignite Passion Award through her steadfast commitment to creating an engaging and dynamic learning environment consistently at Camden Station.
Short a sub for the day? Ms. Tingley is one of the first to offer creative solutions to help or cover however she can. Need someone to sing in an inflatable costume for the whole school as a reward? Ms. Tingley will not only do it, but with gusto (and bring her own costume)! Does the science class need a creative way to teach students the value of creating sea walls? Ms. Tingley is at the helm to pour water onto a child's engineered design to see water escape!
Ms. Tingley’s service doesn’t end in the classroom. When the PTO needed a bingo caller for their Beach Bingo event, she jumped right in and hosted the event in a beachcomber outfit complete with an inflatable palm tree.
By incorporating creative and innovative teaching methods, she captures students' imaginations and inspires them to approach learning with enthusiasm. Through real-world applications and hands-on learning experiences, she makes the curriculum come alive, helping students see the relevance of what they are studying. Her passion for education is contagious, motivating students to develop a genuine love for learning and helping them reach their academic potential. Beyond the classroom, she serves as a role model, always volunteering for roles and building others up. Her positive impact on students' academic performance and overall enthusiasm for education makes her a true champion for the future of learning. 
RECOMMENDATION
Recognize these outstanding individuals.
