[bookmark: _GoBack] GARRARD COUNTY SCHOOLS CRITICAL FACT SHEET for the BOARD of EDUCATION
Item for Consideration: Food Service – Commodities Coordinator Stipend
Board Meeting Date: Thursday, March 20, 2025
Action Requested:    Review      Action/Consent      Action/Discussion


Item before the Board: Commodities Coordinator Stipend
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
Background:

Existing Policy:  Stipend position does not currently exist.  New duties have been added to the existing ones in the last couple of years due to federal pressure being put on Ky. Dept. of Agriculture that no longer allows the state authority to sweep commodities to the state account if not used by local school districts.

Summary of Issue:   This request is being submitted to align with federal expectations.  The past two years have brought multiple changes with the way that commodity entitlements are distributed.  Due to the federal government tightening up on commodity products being used in a given school year and not carried over to the following year, local school districts are forced to tighten up on managing the efficient storage and use of the commodity products in order to keep them.  The creation of the stipend will compensate for the added duties of tracking pounds used, pulling commodities from the distributor’s warehouse, and diverting commodities to individual school sites to avoid the sweeping of these commodities from our district.  The job will entail all representative duties in the attached job description.  

Budget Impact: $4,000 annually from Fund 51

Groups Consulted and Brief Summary of Response:  

Communication with processing brokers and Ky Dept of Agriculture staff indicates that the practice of pulling unused commodities out of the warehouse will not be going away any time soon.  There is pressure from the federal level that will no longer allow the state authority to carry the pounds over to the next school year.  They are forced to sweep the products out of the distributor’s warehouse and re-allocate to other Kentucky school districts if the products are not used in a satisfactory time frame.

Superintendent’s Recommendation:



Contact Person(s):  Mindy Morrow, Food Service Director

_____________________________
Superintendent of Garrard County Schools


Please underline the category best describing the item under consideration:
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