DECISION PAPER

TO:              Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:        Richard Hughes, Ed.D.

DATE:         April 3, 2006

SUBJECT:    American Honda Foundation Grant

REQUEST

This is to request permission for the Hardin County schools to apply for the American Honda Foundation Grant.

DISCUSSION

The American Honda Foundation will engage in grant making which is consistent with the following characteristics.  To be considered for possible funding, programs related to youth and scientific education should be:

· Dedicated to improving the human condition of all mankind (humanistic).

· Innovative and creative programs that propose untried methods which ultimately may result in providing solutions to the complex cultural, educational, scientific and social concerns currently facing the American society.

· Broad in scope, intent, impact and outreach.

The American Honda foundation defines “youth” as pre-natal through 21 years of age.  “Scientific education” encompasses both the physical and life sciences, mathematics and the environmental sciences.  Organizations working in the areas of youth and scientific education may be eligible for grants from the American Honda Foundation.  Their policy is to seek out those programs and organizations with a well-defined sense of purpose, demonstrated commitment to making the best use of available resources and a reputation for accomplishing their objectives.  The American Honda Foundation will make grants in the field of youth and scientific education to:

· Educational institutions, K-12

· Scientific and education-related non-profit, tax-exempt organizations

· Gifted student programs

· Educational radio and/or television stations or networks

· Programs pertaining to academic or curriculum development that emphasize innovative educational methods and techniques.

Types of Grants
The American Honda Foundation will consider all of the following possible types of grants to non-profit organizations:

· Seed

· Operating

· Project/programming

· General support/continuing support

· Challenge

· Matching

· Conditional

· Proactive

Grant Ranges

The following grant ranges will apply to requests of a one-time only basis, payable in one lump sum, within one quarter’s (3 months) grant making:  $10,000-$100,000.  The average grant range is $40,000 to $80,000 per year.

Grant Schedule
The American Honda Foundation will make grants in accordance with the following quarterly schedule:

Grants Awarded                               Deadline to Submit/Board Review Applications
February 1st                                         January/November 1st
May 1st    April                                    February 1st
August 1st    July


  May 1st
November 1st                                       October August 1st
*If the “Deadline to Submit Applications” should fall on a Saturday or Sunday, the deadline will be automatically extended to the following Monday at the close of the business day (5:00 P.M.)

The grant does not specifically rely on MATCHING Funds.  A copy of the grant application and the grant packet can be obtained from the Coordinator of Grants.











RECOMMENDATION:

The Coordinator of Grant Applications & Reporting recommends that the Hardin County schools be allowed to apply for the American Honda Foundation Grant.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move to allow the Hardin County Schools to apply for the American Honda Foundation Grant.

