RECOGNITIONS
February 24, 2025
OLDHAM COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
CONCERN 
Consider recognizing the following outstanding individuals.
DISCUSSION
KMEA All-State Choir and All-State Bands
Earning a spot in KMEA All-State Choir or All-State Bands is one of the highest honors for high school musicians. These elite ensembles showcase the most talented musicians from across the state, selected through a rigorous audition process. 
This month, these exceptional students performed at the 2025 KMEA Conference with their respective All-State ensembles. Throughout the conference, they had the opportunity to collaborate with renowned professionals and fellow highly talented musicians. This experience allowed them to refine their craft but also broaden their skills.
Twenty-three students from Oldham County Schools were selected to perform in All-State Bands and 29 students were selected for All-State Choir. 
KMEA All-State Bands
SOHS
Adam Hayat, Aaron Huffaker, Will Matthews, Sophia Rhee, Sullivan Tucker, Amelia Vanderpoel
NOHS
Piper Davino - Concert Band, Connie Zeng – Orchestra, Jake Kimberl - Jazz, Simon Hay – Jazz, Garrett VanYperen - Jazz
OCHS
Sarah Brace, Ethan Meredith, Nicholas Turner, Avery Dremov, Zachary Harris
CAPAA
Jack Heppermann – All-State Commonwealth String Orchestra, Maggie Taylor – All-State Commonwealth String Orchestra, Oryan Admony – All-State Commonwealth String Orchestra, Samuel Estrada – All-State Commonwealth String Orchestra, Paris Tse – All-State Symphony Orchestra, Benjamin Harris – All-State Symphony Orchestra, Soren Millard – All-State Symphony Orchestra
KMEA All-State Choir
SOHS
Andrew Bednar, Caroline Bednar, Sylvia Buchenberger, Melanie Donnelly, Sophia Davis, Daphne Kennedy, Ashley McCurdy, Austin Moorman, Logan Myers, Ryan Partington, Cole Tucker
OCHS
Wyatt Bodenheimer, Rylei Brown, Sophia Brown, Jeet Chauhan, Lola Gerlach, Jocelyn Klingenberg, Evelyn Powers, Gabriele Quiñones, Katie Young, Analyssa Barrozo, Madison Blevins, Jenna Hefner, Madelyn Evans, Jaden McRoberts, Peyton Bramel
NOHS 
Katie Bair, Kate Brotzge, Scarlett Thacker


Ignite Passion Award
The Ignite Passion Award recognizes individuals or groups that have demonstrated exceptional commitment and efforts in fostering passion and enthusiasm within Oldham County Schools. As noted last month, recipients of the Ignite Passion Award are not merely achievers; they are catalysts for positive change, transforming the atmosphere and culture within their school or within the school district. These individuals or groups possess a unique ability to ignite the flames of inspiration within students, staff, families, or the community, encouraging others to pursue excellence and embrace their own passions. 
Oldham County Schools Arts Center’s Ignite Passion Award winner is Johnathon Lyninger. Johnathon is their newly appointed Plant Operator who took on the role after successfully serving as their custodian for the past five years. He has excelled in this new role because of his ingenuity, team mentality, and student-first decision making. Not only has he been responsible for supporting an aging building through a tough winter season, but the demands of a busy performing schedule have also been met through these trials. 
CAPAA’s Ignite Passion Award winner is Sabrina Robertson. Sabrina has been a CAPAA musical theatre dance teacher since the program's inception. She works tirelessly to provide performance and growth opportunities for all her students, most recently with a CAPAA showcase having two nights of entertainment, along with a fundraiser for the Arts. Beyond CAPAA, she impacts hundreds of district students every week in our pre-professional community arts classes where she is a show choreographer, dance teacher, and assistant dance director for the Oldham County Performance Troupe. 
Crestwood Elementary’s Ignite Passion Award goes to bilingual instructional assistant, Rosa Hernandez Avalos. Rosa's warm and positive demeanor makes her a highly trusted and valued member of the school community. Although she supports EL students at every grade level, her dedication goes far beyond the classroom, as she tirelessly advocates for their needs and ensures they feel seen, valued, and supported. Whether serving on the Family Resource Center Advisory Council, co-hosting one-on-one Tech Talks to help Spanish-speaking families connect to our communication channels, or providing translation and interpretation at after-school events, Rosa consistently goes the extra mile. Her kindness, reliability, commitment, and knowledge ignite a sense of belonging and enthusiasm that positively impacts the entire school.
RECOMMENDATION
Recognize these outstanding individuals. 
