
The State of 
Career and Technical 

Education 
in Kentucky



  



  



12 Elements of High-Quality CTE

Source: Association of Career and Technical Education (ACTE)



Seamless Pathways
Grades 9–16

• Technical core courses (secondary 4-course sequence)
• Aligned general education courses

• CTE academic and employability standards

• Accelerated and early postsecondary opportunities
• Work-based learning
• Industry-valued certifications
• End-of-Program (EOP) assessments for articulated credit
• CTE dual credit



2023-2024 CTE DATA FOR SECONDARY STUDENTS

143,415 
secondary students participated in CTE, 

increasing from 143,146 in 2022-2023

 

Over 26,000 
students graduated with at least one 
postsecondary credential

CONCENTRATORS:
56%
of students completed at least 2 credits in a
4-course pathway

97%
of CTE concentrators graduated

77,438
students participated 
in a Career and 
Technical student 
organization (CTSO)

SOURCE: Infinite Campus and the Technical Education Database System (TEDS)



2023-2024 CAREER READINESS BY THE NUMBERS

Valid Industry Certifications
13,548

End of Program Certificates
(Articulated Credit)
12,650

Coops/Internships
2,163

CTE Dual Credit
13,529

Registered 
Apprenticeships
289

SOURCE: Infinite Campus and TEDS
Unduplicated 12th grade graduates



High-Demand Industry Sectors

Current
• Healthcare

• Manufacturing and Logistics

• Construction

• Education

• Professional, Scientific, and Technical 
Services (PS&TS)

Previous
• Advanced Manufacturing

• Business and IT Services

• Construction and Trades

• Healthcare and Social Assistance

• Transportation, Distribution and 
Logistics



    



KCTCS “Going Pro” 
Signing Day” with 
KCTCS



2025 State Career andTechnical Student Organization Competitions

DECA: March 2-4 
Hyatt Regency, Louisville

FCCLA: March 23-25
Galt House Hotel, Louisville

Educators Rising: March 5 
Louisville

FBLA: April 14-16
Galt House Hotel, Louisville

HOSA: March 20-22 
Crowne Plaza, Louisville

SkillsUSA: March 24-27 
Crowne Plaza, Louisville

TSA: March 23-26
Marriot, Downtown Louisville

FFA: June 10-12
Lexington



Kentucky CTE Showcase

Kentucky schools offer a 
diverse selection of more than
135 unique career and technical
education pathways! Board 
members are invited to visit 
with the Jessamine County 
Culinary and Food Services 
pathway students in the First 
Floor Training Room A. 

CTE Month
Every February, the CTE community celebrates CTE Month® to raise
awareness of the role that CTE has in readying learners for college 
and career success. It is also a time to recognize and celebrate the 
achievements and accomplishments of our CTE partners at the local, 
state and national level.
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