THIS IS A DECISION PAPER.

TO:  		Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:  	Teresa Morgan, Superintendent

DATE:	January 16, 2025

[bookmark: _GoBack]SUBJECT:  	Request for James T Alton's 8th grade trip to Boston, MA using a commercial carrier

Discussion:  The James T Alton Middle School 8th grade floor is asking permission to transport up to 230 Hardin County students out of state through a commercial carrier (WorldStrides Educational Travel & Experience) for cost and time efficiency.  This request is based on a plan to visit Boston, Massachusetts from Saturday, April 5 through Monday, April 8, 2026.

A. This trip will be at no cost to the school.  The students will be paying a fee of $2000 each.  There will be one chaperone per 10-15 students whose expenses are paid by the chaperone or WorldStrides.  The trip is intended to enhance the Social Studies and Arts Curriculum as well as provide an otherwise unlikely opportunity.

B. Content Area:     			Activity:
Government				Freedom Trail 
US History				Boston Tea Party Ship and Museum
Geography				Boston Ducks Tour (amphibious vehicle)	
Drama/Theater				Old North Church & Old North Bridge
						Harvard University Tour
						Lexington & Concord
Lexington Green
Minuteman National Historic Park
Quincy Market
Ghost Tour
Plymouth
Blue Man Group Performance

C. With Board approval, we will depart on the morning of Saturday, April 5, 2026, and return on the evening of Monday, April 8, 2026.  Students will not miss any school.  Chaperones will be provided by JTA. Approving this trip now will provide students/families with ample time to plan and prepare for the trip.

Recommendation:  I recommend the Hardin County Board of Education approve the James T. Alton Middle School 8th graders to travel to Boston, MA from April 5-8, 2026, via commercial carrier for cost and time efficiency. 

Recommended Motion:  I move the Hardin County Board of Education approve the James T. Alton Middle School 8th graders to travel to Boston, MA from April 5-8, 2026, via commercial carrier for cost and time efficiency. 
