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CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — The NCAA and a coalition of states suing the organization announced a proposed settlement of a lawsuit Thursday
that would allow athletes to be immediately eligible to play no matter how many times they transfer and offer some who were sidelined an extra
year of eligibility.

Under the agreement, a preliminary injunction issued by a federal judge in West Virginia allowing multiple-transfer athletes to compete would be
made permanent. Judge John Preston Bailey would still have to sign off on the pact.

Thursday’s agreement comes a month after the NCAA Division I Council fast-tracked legislation that was ratified by the Division I Board to fall in
line with Bailey’s preliminary injunction.

NCAA, states reach agreement in lawsuit to permanently allow multiple-
transfer athletes to compete

FILE - NCAA headquarters in Indianapolis is shown March 12, 2020. The NCAA and a coalition of states suing the organization announced a proposed settlement
of a lawsuit Thursday, May 30, 2024, that would allow athletes to be immediately eligible to play no matter how many times they transfer and offer them an extra
year of eligibility. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File) (AP)
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Under the agreement, the NCAA would be required to grant an additional year of eligibility to Division I athletes previously deemed ineligible under
the transfer eligibility rule since the 2019-20 academic year.

“We’ve leveled the playing field for college athletes to allow them to better control their destinies,” Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost said in a
statement. “This long-term change is exactly what we set out to accomplish.”

In a statement, the NCAA said the agreement “is just one of the many ways the Association is delivering more benefits to student-athletes,
increasing flexibility and making impactful reforms.”

Athletes would still be required to meet academic requirements to maintain eligibility. Transfer windows, which are sport-specific, remain in place
and require undergraduate athletes to enter their names into the portal at certain times to be immediately eligible at a new school. Graduate
students can already transfer multiple times and enter the portal outside the windows while maintaining immediate eligibility.

The agreement would prevent the NCAA from retaliating against member institutions and athletes who challenge the rule or support those who do.
This includes safeguarding student athletes’ rights to compete during legal proceedings without fear of punishment from the NCAA.

In addition, the NCAA would be barred from undermining or circumventing its provisions through future actions that could threaten athletes’ rights
and freedoms, according to the agreement.

The federal court in West Virginia’s northern district would maintain jurisdiction to enforce its terms and resolve any disputes that may come up,
according to the agreement. The lawsuit had been scheduled for a jury trial next year.

One of the players highlighted in the lawsuit was West Virginia’s RaeQuan Battle, who had cited mental health issues in his decision to transfer to
West Virginia after previously playing at Washington and Montana State.

Battle, the first person from the Tulalip Reservation in Washington state to play Division I basketball, had said he has lost “countless people” to
drugs, alcohol and COVID-19 over the years and believed West Virginia had the proper support system to help him flourish personally and
academically.

After the NCAA denied his request to play immediately at West Virginia, Battle missed the first month of the 2023-24 season before the December
court injunction allowed him to play the remainder of the schedule.

Battle recently participated in workouts ahead of next month’s NBA draft.

“The NCAA needs to recognize underlying issues that affect student-athletes in every decision,” West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey
said in a statement. “Real life issues often are at stake.”

The U.S. Department of Justice, which joined the lawsuit in January, was involved in the settlement. Besides Ohio, other states securing the
agreement were Colorado, Illinois, Minnesota, Mississippi, New York, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia and the District of
Columbia.
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 1 dead after vehicle collision in Simpson County Sunday morning

 Officials investigating drowning at Barren River, search suspended until Monday
morning

 Dr. Abraham Williams passes away

 Hundreds pour into Park City for their first Bigfoot Festival

 New video shows final moments of supervisor killed in Impact Plastics flooding

 Grandfather dies trying to save his 5-year-old grandson from drowning
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Latest News

2nd Annual ‘Anime-Fest’ returning to Bowling Green

Historic ocean liner could soon become the world’s largest artificial reef

Trial set to begin for suspect in the 2017 killings of 2 teen girls

Chilly mornings and cool afternoons this week



 Nobel economics prize is awarded for research into differences in prosperity between
nations

 Lilly Ledbetter, who fought for equal pay, dies at age 86
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 NASA is launching a spacecraft to find out if one of Jupiter's moons could support life

NASA is launching a spacecraft to find out if one of Jupiter's moons could support life



 Indigenous Peoples Day celebrated with an eye on the election
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