DECISION PAPER

TO:              Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:      Richard Hughes, Ed.D.

DATE:       March 15, 2006

SUBJECT:    Elementary and Secondary School Counseling Program Grant

REQUEST

This is to request permission for the Hardin County schools to apply for the Elementary and Secondary School Counseling Program Grant.

DISCUSSION

The purpose of the School Counseling program is to support efforts by LEAs to establish or expand elementary school counseling programs.

Deadline:  April 10, 2006

Awards$250,000-$400,000 range per year  (this is a three year grant).

Matching Funds:  Matching funds are not required but schools are cautioned to look at how they would sustain the program once the grant expired.  The schools could not rely on the Hardin County Board to take over this program due to funding from the State Department.

The goal of this grant competition is to provide funds to elementary schools to establish or expand their capacity to provide counseling services and to identify model strategies, enhance knowledge of what works, and expand the inventory of effective counseling programs. 

In general, funds may be used to expand counseling services as determined by student need. That would include, but not be limited to, increasing the range, availability, quantity and quality of counseling services; expanding services through qualified personnel; using innovative approaches to increase children’s understanding of peer and family relations, and more; training; parent involvement; and community involvement.

Again, you may only serve elementary students through this grant program.

It isn’t enough in this project that you want to add more counselors to your schools. You must “demonstrate” a need and base your proposal on how your expenditures/activities will satisfy that need.
RECOMMENDATION:

The Coordinator of Grant Applications & Reporting recommends that the Hardin County schools be allowed to apply for the Elementary School Counseling Grant.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move to allow the Hardin County Schools to apply for the Elementary School Counseling Grant.
