	

	Kennedy Center production coming to Hardin County Schools PAC
By HOLLY TABOR The Hardin County Schools Performing Arts Center and Dana Corp. Foundation this week are presenting the Kennedy Center Imagination Celebration on Tour’s production of “Alexander, Who’s Not Not Not Not Not Not Going to Move!”

Based on the life of the lovable and feisty characters in Judith Viorst’s first book, “Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day,” this musical production delves deeper into the life of Alexander, who, after weathering the miseries of a young boy’s life is faced with his biggest challenge ever. His family is moving “a thousand miles away” because of his father’s job and Alexander can’t bear the thought of leaving his best friend Paul and his tree house.

A public performance of “Alexander” will be 7 p.m. Tuesday at the PAC. It is one of 61 stops in 28 states along the tour’s schedule, which runs through April 1.

On Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, classes from area schools will see performances geared toward meeting educational goals. Each student who attends a morning show will receive a copy of the book on which the play is based.

The nearly 1,400 books that will be distributed were made available through donations from Dana, The News-Enterprise and ARTS For All, an arm of the PAC aimed at enabling students in the Hardin County schools to experience the arts through help with transportation costs.

ARTS for All is funded largely through donations from Hardin County Schools employees. Members of the community can also make donations.

“It’s been very successful and the use of funds has been successful to the point of expanding how funding is used, not only for transportation but for resources for programming,” PAC director Bart Lovins said. “We wanted to be able to provide every Hardin County School student seeing the morning performance with a copy of the book.”
Holly Tabor can be reached at 769-1200, Ext. 236 or htabor@thenewsenterprise.com.
WHAT’S SO SPECIAL ABOUT THE KENNEDY CENTER?

“Alexander, Who’s Not Not Not Not Not Not Going to Move!” is a program of the Imagination Celebration, a series of original productions commissioned by the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.

The center is the home of the nationally televised Kennedy Center Honors, which honors the lifetime acheivements of performing artists and the host of acclaimed performances in drama, dance and music.
The artistic teams that create the Imagination Celebration productions consist of professionals from all corners of the nation who have extensive experience in theater.
Judith Viorst, for instance, the author of the Alexander series, is an award-winning author of children and adult books, an Emmy recipient, a seasoned lecturer, noted psychologist and mother of three. She teamed with composer Shelly Markham to adapt “Alexander” to the stage. Markham has also composed for television, national touring family musicals and Off-Broadway. He regularly tours with acclaimed cabaret artist Andrea Marcovicci and has worked with performers including Ann Jillian, Nell Carter and Marilyn Lovell Matz.
Director Nick Olcott, director of “Alexander” has directed several productions for the Kennedy Center and other venues, including the People’s Light and Theater Company in Philadelphia and Theater J in Washington, D.C.
Together, they, along with the cast and crew of each Imagination Celebration production, aim to create an educational and entertaining show that provides a foundation for lifelong appreciation of the performing arts.
The Imagination Celebration has been a feature of the Kennedy Center for about 20 years and is in its 15th year on tour.
Attendance estimates from the 2004-05 season showed that while more than 84,000 students saw a performance at the Kennedy Center, roughly 180,000 students were able to experience the shows on tour in their own communities.
“You can see why we want to tour,” said Kim Peter Kovac, director for Youth and Family Programs with the Kennedy Center. “It’s not about the numbers, really. It’s more about outreach and going to small communities where they don’t typically have touring theater groups.”
“Alexander” is brought to Hardin County through a partnership with the Hardin County Schools Performing Arts Center and DANA Corp. Foundation, which aims to bring the Kennedy Center Imagination Celebration on tour to the Elizabethtown area each season.
The DANA foundation, which operates independently of the company, wanted students in the area to experience a production by the Kennedy Center, according to Danny Oller, Dana Foundation Board Member for the Mid-South Region.
“The Kennedy Center represents the best that our nation has to offer in the performing arts,” PAC director Bart Lovins said. “It’s tremendous for us.”
For more information about the Kennedy Center, visit www.kennedy-center.org.
— Holly Tabor


