August 20, 2010

This is a decision paper. 

TO:

                    Members of the Hardin County School Board

FROM:
                                Nannette Johnston, Superintendent

SUBJECT:
The G C Burkhead fifth grade trip to Frankfort and Cumberland Falls October 20 and 21, 2010

REQUEST ISSUE:


This trip provides an opportunity to encourage student interest in nature, Kentucky history

and culture, as well as outdoor activities. The first day of the trip will take place in Frankfort.

The students will tour Kentucky’s State Capitol, the Old State Capitol and the Kentucky 

History Museum. As students tour our state’s Capital, they will experience the three branches  

of government and the legislative process. At the Old Capitol and Kentucky History  

Museum, students will focus on the rich history of our Commonwealth. Mid-day the students 

will arrive at the Salato Wildlife Education Center, where they will experience Kentucky’s 

diverse regional ecosystems. They will be instructed on the importance of conservation in our

state.  Students will then travel to Harrodsburg to tour Fort Harrod. Students will enjoy re-

enactments of early settlement life in Kentucky’s first settlement. The first day will end at 

Cumberland Falls State Park. Students will be lead by park staff on a hike to the falls. If the 

weather is clear, students will have the unique opportunity to witness a moon bow over the

falls. Instruction will be given by the park staff on the history of Cumberland Falls and its

importance to our state.

The second day of the trip, students will board a train in Sterns, Kentucky and travel to Blue 

Heron mining community where a national park guide will meet them. The students will be 

instructed on the history of Blue Heron and experience first hand what life was like in a 

rugged mining community during the first half of this century.

We are requesting to travel via commercial bus for the trip.

Core Content
The tour of Kentucky’s State Capitol addresses the below content areas:

Social Studies:

SS-05-1.1.1
Students will give examples of services the U.S. Government provides (e.g., armed forces, interstate highways, national parks) and analyze the importance of these services to citizens today. 

SS-05-1.1.2

Students will explain and give examples of how democratic governments function (by making, enacting and enforcing laws) to promote the “common good” (e.g., public smoking ban, speed limits, seat belt requirements).

SS-05-1.2.1

Students will identify the three branches of the U.S. Government, explain the basic duties of each branch (executive-enforce the laws, legislative-make the laws, judicial- interpret the laws) and identify important national/federal offices/leaders, (President, Vice-President, Congress, House, Senate, U.S. Senators, U.S. Representatives, U.S. Supreme Court, judges) associated with each branch. 

SS-05-1.3.2

Students will describe specific rights and responsibilities individuals have as citizens of the United States (e.g., voting in national elections) and explain why civic engagement is necessary to preserve a democratic society. 

The historic tours of the Old Capitol, The Kentucky History Museum and fort Harrod 

addresses the below content areas:

Social Studies:

SS-05-4.3.1

Students will explain patterns of human settlement in the early development of the United States and explain how these patterns were influenced by physical characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, bodies of water). 

SS-05-5.1.1

Students will use a variety of primary and secondary sources (e.g., artifacts, diaries, maps, timelines) to describe significant events in the history of the U.S. and interpret different perspectives. 

SS-05-5.2.3

Students will compare change over time (Colonization, Industrialization, Twentieth Century to Present) in communication, technology, transportation and education.

SS-5-5.2.4 Students will describe significant historical events (Twentieth Century to present) and explain cause and effect relationships. 

The experience at Salato Wildlife Education Center addresses the below content areas:

Science:

SC-05-3.4.1

Students will describe and compare living systems to understand the complementary nature of structure and function in ecosystems.

SC-05-4.7.1

Students will: describe and categorize populations of organisms according to the function they serve in an ecosystem (e.g., producers, consumers, decomposers);

draw conclusions about the effects of changes to populations in an ecosystem.

SC-05-4.7.2

Students will understand that a population consists of all individuals of a species that occur together at a given place and time. All populations living together and the physical factors with which they interact compose an ecosystem.

The activities at Cumberland State park address the below Core Content areas:


Social Studies:

SS-05-5.2.3

Students will compare change over time (Colonization, Industrialization, Twentieth Century to Present) in communication, technology, transportation and education.

SS-5-5.2.4 Students will describe significant historical events (Twentieth Century to present) and explain cause and effect relationships. 

The tour of Blue Heron addresses the below Core Content areas:

SS-05-5.2.3

Students will compare change over time (Colonization, Industrialization, Twentieth Century to Present) in communication, technology, transportation and education.

SS-05-4.4.1

Students will explain and give examples of how people adapted to/modified the physical environment (e.g., natural resources, physical geography, natural disasters) to meet their needs during the history of the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion) and analyze the impact on their environment. 

SS-05-3.4.2

Students will describe how new knowledge, technology/tools and specialization increase/increased productivity in the U.S. (Colonization, Industrialization, Twentieth Century to Present). 

  Approximate Cost

The cost for the trip is $147.00 per person. This cost includes all meals, lodging, transportation and program and entrance fees. All costs are paid by parents; no student will be excluded from participating in the trip based on cost.

Attendance:
    Approximately 100 students will be in attendance. Six staff members and twenty five  

    parents will be supervising. This is a ratio of approximately 3 students per 1 adult.

RECOMMENDATION:            I recommend that the board approve this request.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  I move that the board approve the request from g C Burkhead Elementary to take this trip to Frankfort, Harrodsburg, Cumberland Falls and Sterns Kentucky, October 20-21, 2010

                                             via commercial carrier.

