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Athletic association sanctions Florida high school over
transgender volleyball player

Dec. 12, 2023 \ Updated Tue., Dec. 12, 2023 at 6:12 p.m.
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Monarch High School in Coconut Creek, Florida, on Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2023.(D.A. Varela/Miami
Herald/TNS) (D.A. Varela/Miami Herald/TNS)
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By Scott Travis
South Florida Sun Sentinel

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — Monarch High School in Coconut Creek will face a
$16,500 fine and probation from a state athletic association because a
transgender female played on the varsity volleyball team.

The Florida High School Athletic Association also has banned the transgender
student at the center of the controversy from playing on any member team in the
state through Nov. 20, 2024, according to a letter sent Tuesday to the high
school’s interim principal, Moira Sweeting-Miller.

The school’s regular principal, James Cecil, has been temporarily reassigned
while Broward schools conducts its own investigation of the volleyball
controversy. The student’s mother, Jessica Norton, an information management
specialist at the school, and three other school officials have also been reassigned
or suspended during the investigation.

The letter says the student’s participation is in violation of a state law passed in
2021 that prohibits students who are born male from participating in girls’
sports at the school.

The school has received a reprimand and has been placed on probation through
Nov. 20, 2024.

It will receive a $16,500 fine, based on a penalty of $500 per contest. The
student participated in 33 games during the fall of 2022 and the fall of 2023,
says the letter, written by Justin Harrison, associate executive director for
eligibility and compliance for the association.

The letter also said Monarch High leaders must attend a compliance seminar in
2024 and 2025.



Manny Diaz, commission of education, praised Gov. DeSantis on the social

media platform X for championing the law.

“We will not tolerate any school that violates this law,” he wrote. “We applaud
the swift action taken by the @ FHSAA to ensure there are serious consequences

for this illegal behavior.”
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Local journalism is essential.

Give directly to The Spokesman-Review's Northwest Passages community
forums series -- which helps to offset the costs of several reporter and editor
positions at the newspaper -- by using the easy options below. Gifts processed
in this system are not tax deductible, but are predominately used to help meet
the local financial requirements needed to receive national matching-grant
funds.



Shawn Vestal

Shawn Vestal, our resident news columnist, has held officials accountable
for their misdeeds and celebrated citizens who have risen to the occasion.
His work has inspired some to take action, and others to fire off letters to the
editor.
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Board supports Harvard president Claudine Gay amid backlash to
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