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COUNCIL FOR BETTER EDUCATION
AL ION TRALIS REFPIIRTS

“Back on Track” means getting State SEEK funding “Back

“Back on Track” Reports were Provided by CBE to ALL 171
Kentucky Superintendents.

“Back on Track” Reports Include a State-Wide Report
and a District Specific Report.

These reports are Based on Changes in the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) from 2008 to 2023 and solely focus on
the Kentucky SEEK funding formula during this most
recent 15-year period.




% SEEK Transportation funding (A KY law
requirement is supposed to be reimburse-
ment of actual cost) remains funded at
69% when the law requires 100%. This
should be an additional
ally, for kenton County. We DO appreci-
ate the Legislature’s effort to increase this
funding from 55% to 6929% in the last legis-

Additional Funding is Needed to Restore
State SEEK funding to the same 2008
buying power - "Back on Track™

SEEK Base per Student was $3.822 in
2008. In 2023, the SEEK Base when ad-
justed for inflation should be $5,400. Note,
that State SEEK was only $4,100 per stu-
cdent in 2023 for a difference of an addi-
tional $1,300 required just to keep pace
with inflation.
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The SEEK Base serves as a derivative for
the SEEK Add-On's - Children with disabil-
ities; Students living in poverty, Students
designated as free lunch , and EL stu-
dents.

$3.230.111 annu-

lative session.
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"1 We recognize we did not get here

overnight. This is a 15-year problem.
We ask that the Legisiature begin
moving in this direction over the next
2 - 4 year period.

% We know that Teacher/Staff recruit-
ment and retention is a significant
problem. This funding gap is the pri-
mary issue. If we can get "Back on
Track”, we can significantly help this
problem.

¥ We do appreciate the Legislature’s ef-
forts to maintain the funding for the
TRS actuarial required contribution
(ARC). However, we must make strides
to achieve funding for BOTH the TRS
requirement and to ensure that our
students have the full, inflationary ad-
justed SEEK funding required to pro-

vide KY'’s students the excellent edu-

cation they deserve.
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Teacher/Staff Salaries Are Far Behind the Marketplace (nationally 25% lower as compared to
other professions with comparable education)

1. Unable to Meet the Academic Needs of Students (People & Instructional Resources)

1. Negative Impact on Local District Property Tax Rates (15 years). Local communities are picking
up larger share.

1. Inversion of State Spending vs. Local Spending Per Pupil.
I Greater Separation in Wealth Inequities Among KY’s School Districts (Equity).
I. Bus Purchases Not on Schedule (Older Fleet).

| Increased Stress on Transportation Operations (69% Funded).



FUNDING
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MORE BASE FUNDING PER STUDENT
MORE FUNDING 7O MEET ADDED STUDENT NEED

MORE TRANSEORTATION FUNDING

INCREASE IN STATE TIER 1 FUNDING

$1,892

TOTAL ADDED FUNDING PER STUDENT

TOTAL AGODITIONAL FUNDING REQUIRED

$25,106,172

Gething SEEK Back on Track repovt generated by The Kentucky Council for Better Educahon.
Visit us online kyche.com or scan the QR code here, ,__-9
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FULL BUYING POWER
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- “Back on Track”
means getting
State SEEK

funding “Back on
Track” with K-12
funding due to
inflationary
erosion.

These reports are Based on Changes in the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) from 2008 to 2023
and solely focus on the Kentucky SEEK funding

formula during this most recent 15-year
period.

Kenton County Schools

SEEK BASE
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Districts qualify for SEEK Base, Add-ons, and Transportation by gothering focol tax revenue equol to 30¢ for every $100 in as-
sessed praperty value. Residents in this schoof district are already contributing that focal share. it's time to get the state share
bockon trock

TIER | ADDED EQUALIZATION Cowsi  BACKOWTWAGE  ADOTTOMAL



> EEK FUNDING BACK ON

ORNE BASE FUNDING PER STUDENT

51,300
10 MEET 5372
Mne TRANSPORTATION FUNDING $203

‘ L INCREASE IN STATE TIER 1 FUNDING 589

TOTAL ADDED FUNDING PER STUDENT

$1,964

TOTAL ADDITIOMAL FUNDING REQUIRED

$1,201,025,329

Getbing SEEK Back an Track reéport genatated by The Kentutky Council far Belter Efucat ion. = @
Visit us online kyche.com ar scan the QR code here, ._———) 3 ]

Statewide
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ADDRESSING COST OF
TRANSPORTATION

ncl, getting SEEK back on
rack means addressing the Tull
fschaol trangsportation. Tran-
lan has always been péart ol
EK formula, using the state's
own calculation of what transpor
tation should cost, But for years
nd years now, state funding has
provided only @ fraction of that
amount, In the 2022-23 schogcl year,
srate funding addressed only 69%
of the cost
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 CUNDING REQUIAED

SEEK BASE = T BACK ON THATHK ABDITIONAL

THE CALCLL ATIONS

“Back on Track”
means geltting State
SEEK funding “Back

on Track™ with K-12
funding due to
inflationary erosion.,
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SEEK TRANSPORTATION Ll M 1 BACK DN TRACK _ _ADDITIONAL

FLIMDING REQUIRED

These reports are Based on Changes in
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) from
2008 to 2023 and solely focus on the

Kentucky SEEK funding formula during

this most recent 1 5-year period. Districts qualify for SEEK Base, Add-ons, and Transportation by gathering focal tax revenue equal to
30¢ for every $100 in assessed property value. Residents In this school district are atready contributing
that locol share. it's time to get the state share back on track

TIER 1 ADDED EQUALIZATION CuaREm BACK 0N TRACK  ADOTIONAL

FUNDING REQUIRED

Statewide




Real State Base SEEXK Funding Has Been Repeatedly
Cut Since the Great Recession

?Pstate SEEK Base - Inflation Adjusted




The State Now Contributes a Smaller Share of
Education Funding Than School Districts
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Kenton County

SEEK is Kentucky's main funding formula for P-12 public education, combining state and local dollars. This overview
shows inflation-adjusted figures in 2022 dollars, showing how buying power has changed in recent years. The Council
for Better Education offers versions of this report for each district and for the state as a whole at www.kycbe.com.
Versions without the inflation adjustment are also available. These reports reflect data from education.ky.gov and
inflation rates from www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm.

2008 State and Local SEEK Funding 2022 State and Local SEEK Funding
Per Pupil Per Pupil

-

Inflation-adjusted to
December 2021 dollars www.kyche.com

Total SEEK Funding Per Pupil
Inflation-adjusted to December 2021 Dollars
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$8,000
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www.kycbe.com

Council for Better Education SEEK Overview 2008-2022



The Funding Gap Between Kentucky's Poorest and
Wealthiest School Districts Now Exceeds the
Pre-KERA Gap

Kentucky b entor far Eronemic Polley

P

—— e

iThe Funding Gap - Equity Problems
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Section 183

General Assembly to provide for
school system.

“The General Assembly shall, by
appropriate legislation, provide
for an efficient system of
common schools throughout the
State”.

Text as Ratified on: August 3,
1891, and revised September 28,
1891.

in 1989, in Rose v. Council for
Better Education,

“The children of the poor and the
children of the rich, the children
who live in the poor districts and
the children who live in the rich
districts must be given the same
opportunity and access to an ade-
quate education. This obligation
cannot be shifted to local counties
and local school districts.”

“To meet the constitutional re-
quirement, the Court explained, the
education system must be ade-
quately funded, ensure equality,
and be designed to provide every
child with seven delineated ca-
pacities”.









