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POLICIES OF SOUTHGATE LIONS’ PRIDE 

COACHES, PLAYERS AND PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF PLAYERS
SOUTHGATE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL POLICIES PERTAINING TO EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

1. All Coaches will follow the Extra Curricular Eligibility Policy, which states in part that – “All students that participate in extra curricular activities will have their academic progress checked weekly by the principal. Reports will be printed at 8:00AM every Monday and coaches will be notified via email that day. Students who are ineligible will be notified by the principal that morning. Reports will only be printed one time per week. Any student found to be ineligible is ineligible until the next printing of the eligibility list. Ineligible students are not permitted to attend any practices or games (unless attending as a spectator). Any student who is ineligible for 5 cycles during the same sport/season will be removed from the team.  These communications are to be kept confidential by the coaches and are not to be distributed or discussed further or publicized in any manner.

2. Southgate Independent School requires every student – regardless of grade – to have a sports physical on file prior to practice or competition in a sport. This requirement includes “casual” practice and non-league competition as well as regularly scheduled practices and games/meets. The athletic physical examination is valid for ONE year from the date given on the form.  

3. All coaches and any volunteers assisting in practices must have a current criminal background check as required by Southgate Independent Schools.  Coaches have the responsibility to ensure that parents/guardians that are assisting and/or interacting with the children have met this requirement and to take appropriate action if they have not.  A Lions’ Pride officer is to be notified if continued problems exist.

4. In addition, all players, coaches, and assistant coaches will be expected to adhere to all current Southgate Independent School Board polices regarding extra-curricular activities. 

REQUIREMENTS/COACHES

1. Anyone wishing to be a coach or assistant coach is to submit a letter of intention prior to the season beginning or attend the coaches meeting as scheduled by the Principal and Lions’ Pride board.  

2. Acceptance as a coach will be at the discretion of the organization.  Priority will be given to coaches who have coached a team previously and those in a previous position may move up with the team.  When grades are combined to form a team, the head coach will be defined as the coach for the higher grade.

3. The organization will monitor and review complaints concerning the coaches.  

a. If issues arise with the ability of a coach to commit the time necessary to adequately coach a team, the organization may remove the coach from that position.

b. If a specific complaint is raised, the matter will be addressed by the organization directly with the coach.  If necessary, school administration will be informed of the complaint.  If a second complaint is registered, the complaint will be discussed by the organization and school administration and a further meeting with the coach will be held.  A third complaint may result in the inability of the person to coach activities.

4. All coaches must be at least twenty-one (21) years of age and all teams must have adult supervision (21 years of age) at all times.  No one under the age of 21 may supervise the children at any time.  Persons under the age of 21 may help teams but they do not and cannot have responsibility for the children or the facilities.  Due to the potential liability associated with a ‘coach’ designation, persons under the age of 21 will be deemed helpers or assistants but not coach.

5. At the meeting, a copy of the requirements, rules and responsibilities will be given to him/her, which will require their signature as the form of acknowledgment of the rules.  The coach will have the responsibility to obtain the signatures of all students and parents.  If a coach, student or parent will not sign the rules, they will not be permitted to participate in the activity.

6. The Coaches are to assist Lions’ Pride in tracking the uniforms and equipment and are responsible for the return of all uniforms and equipment for their players.


7.
All coaches must attend mandatory meetings.  An appropriate representative may be sent if approved in advance.  Additionally, if available and/or provided, all coaches must attend any coach’s clinic offered by Lions’ Pride or the school administration.  Failure to do so may result in the inability to coach a team.

RESPONSIBILITIES/RULES - COACHES

1. Coaches may establish practice requirements for players to follow.  Such requirements must be approved by Lions’ Pride and possibly school administration prior to their implementation.  

2. Coaches are required to collect and submit to Lions’ Pride any and all required paperwork (i.e. physicals, permission slips).  

3. Consumption of alcohol or other similar substances prior to practices or games/meets is strictly prohibited.  Such action may result in the inability of the person affected to continue coaching.

4. Profanity or threatening behavior, statements or actions is not appropriate under any circumstances.  Use of such may result in the immediate inability of the person to coach.

5. Coaches are not to distribute the school passcode or other access devices to anyone.

6. Practices and Games

a. All persons related to a team (i.e. players, coaches, parents/guardians) are to be treated with respect and dignity.  Unreasonable yelling or other forms of punishment are not acceptable forms of coaching and are not to be used.  Coaches are not permitted to discipline players for actions that occurred outside of practice or games.

b. A child cannot be penalized for an absence from practice if a parent/guardian notifies the coach with a valid excuse.  However, continued excuses may result in the ineligibility of the player at scheduled games if the coach determines the player has been affected by the continued absences or the player does not meet the practice requirement as established by the coach.

c. Coaches are to adhere to practice times, game times, dates and places unless prior notification of change of time or place is given to parents/guardians or members of the team.

d. Practice days and times will be scheduled in cooperation with coaches, school administration and Lions’ Pride.  This includes practices on Saturdays, Sundays and other holidays.

e. The head coach is to be the first in the gym or on the playing field and the last to leave.

f. Players are to be supervised at all times while at practice or playing in a game by appropriate persons as defined above.

g. It is the policy of this organization that every coach must make every reasonable effort to play all players equally. Reasonable effort will be at the coach’s discretion with regard to player ability, participation and attitude.

h. Coaches are reminded that the leagues Southgate participates in are instructional in nature and that instruction is to be the basis of practice and games.

7. As a member of the organization and a representative of the school, the conduct of the coach is a direct reflection on Southgate Independent School and all are asked to act in a mature and respectful manner.

8. The head coach is directly responsible for the conduct of the Assistants and players at all organization related functions.

9. The care, maintenance and return of all equipment and uniforms are the direct responsibility of the head coach.

10. The head coach is responsible for leaving the gym, playing field and/or practice rooms in the condition in which they were found: i.e. checking the areas after practice, turning out lights and locking of doors, etc.  This requirement applies for practices at Southgate and other locations as well as games at other locations.

11. Head coaches are responsible for getting a schedule of games to the cheerleader coach and for notifying the cheerleading coach of the changes in the schedule.

12. All coaches must turn in a schedule of games to be played to the organization at the beginning of the season.

13. If a child is not picked up by the end of a practice or game, it is the coach’s responsibility to make sure that the child gets home safely.

RESPONSIBILITIES/RULES – PARENTS/GUARDIANS AND CHILDREN

1. Parents/guardians are required to obtain/complete necessary forms (i.e. physicals, permission slips).  Players may be suspended from the team if all required forms are not turned in within a timely manner.

2. As a member of any Southgate team, all children and families will act in a respectable manner at games, practices and fundraisers.

3. Parents/guardians are responsible to see that their children are at practice. All parents/guardians are responsible for getting their children to and from practices and games or by making other arrangements by personal phone calls. If they are unable to be there, the coach must be notified with an excuse given.

4. If a parent drives other participants to an activity, they will be required to provide proof of insurance to the school as required under the Kentucky Revised Statutes.

5. Anyone with a complaint concerning the organization’s programs, the surrounding policies, their implementation, or anything further should file the complaint with the organization.  

6. Inappropriate behavior, as determined by the coaches and parents/guardians assisting, may require the attendance of a parent/guardian of the affected player(s) to be in attendance at all practices and games.  Additionally, any inappropriate behavior may be reported to Lions’ Pride and the school administration for review and possible further action.  Continual inappropriate behavior may result in suspension and/or removal from the team.

7. Parents/guardians are responsible for any uniform or equipment issued to their children.  Non-return or destruction of items may result in charges for replacements to be charged to the parent/guardian.  Non-payment of such charges may result in the ineligibility of the player  to participate in future activities.

8. Playing “up” must be voted on by the officers of this organization along with the school administration and are subject to individual league rules and may be subject to other laws or regulations that affect the school.  Players will be permitted to ‘play-up’ one grade – i.e. a third grader may not ‘play up’ to the 5th/6th grade team.

9. If an individual wants to cheerlead and play basketball, their primary responsibility is to the basketball team. (Exception – cheerleading competition).

Note – For purposes of these policies, ‘games’ includes meets and events and ‘players’ include runners, cheerleaders and academic team members.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITY AGREEMENT

I have read the POLICIES OF SOUTHGATE LIONS’ PRIDE COACHES, PLAYERS AND PARENTS/GUARDIANS and will adhere to the requirements and responsibilities of being a coach, player or parent/guardian.
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	Parent/Guardian  signature
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	Parent/Guardian  printed name
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	Coach’s  signature
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	Coach’s  printed name
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