ATHLETICS HANDBOOK PROPOSED REVISIONS JUNE 2023
Changes / Additions Shown in BOLD and Highlighted in Yellow
Current Policies Shown in Italics
1.	ADD  LISTING UNDER FEES AND FUNDRAISING PAGE 9 TO MATCH 	PREVIOUSLY 	APPROVED PLAYER FEE POLICY ON PAGE 27 - 
Current Policy on Page 27 -
Athletic Participation Fees
Teams may charge an athletics participation fee of up to $30.00 per Student Athlete, per year. This policy will be reviewed annually by the Athletic Committee. Parents / Guardians will be notified at least 90 days prior to the try out date if a team is charging an athletics participation fee. Student Athletes who qualify for free / reduced lunches will be eligible for fee waiver or reduction. 
PROPOSED - 
FEES / FUNDRAISING ( page 9 )
All Student Athletes will be expected to help support their athletic program financially. This support will include fundraising, including the sale of various items, apparel and advertising. In addition, teams may charge a player fee. Charging of player fees will be reviewed and approved by an Athletics Committee on a case by case basis as needed. Current fee policy is listed on page 27 of this handbook.

2.	 DEFINE ATHLETICS COMMITTEE on PAGE 12 from “ the Athletics Committee” to “ an 	Athletics Committee “ to allow for increased participation on a case by case basis – 	such as Jersey Retirement selection, etc….
Athletics committee
Any time there are issues related to the modification of the Athletics Handbook, in addition to annual review and approval by the School Board, an Athletics Committee may be established to review, modify, approve or strike athletics related policies and procedures.

3. 	Clarify TCCHS ATHLETICS SIGNING DAY to occur the last week of April 	and change on Page 14 and page 56.
TCCHS ATHLETICS SIGNING DAY ( Page 14 )
TCCHS Athletics will host a signing day on or around the last week of April to recognize each student athlete who has signed to play collegiate sports throughout the school year. Teams are encouraged to offer signing ceremonies for their individual student athletes AFTER school hours anytime throughout the year.
 STUDENT ATHLETE SIGNINGS ( Page 56 )
The recognition of Student Athletes who earn the opportunity to play at the next level is a VITAL part of the entire Todd County REBELS Athletics Program success. Any signings must be arranged by the Head Coach. Individual signings may occur at the high school anytime during AFTER SCHOOL HOURS. Exact signing times should be arranged through the School Principal. Head Coaches must make every effort to attend these personally AND provide the signing documents. ( Documents can be forwarded to the Athletic Director prior to the signing as a means of “providing documents” ). Should the Head Coach not be able to attend, detailed notes should be provided to a designated rep ( Assistant Coach, Principal, Athletic Director ) who can conduct the ceremony. The Athletic Events Coordinator should be contacted as well to set up the signing table and back drop. ( Contact information for the Athletic Events Coordinator is included in the contacts section of this manual. ) In addition to any individual signing which teams conduct during the year, ALL STUDENT ATHLETES who have signed by the last week of April will be recognized together during the official TCCHS SIGNING DAY.

4. 	CLARIFY MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM INTEGRATION 	(page 22)

Middle School Participation on Freshman, JV and Varsity Teams
In order to foster a more cohesive team environment and smooth the transition between various levels of play middle school programs in each respective sport will practice with their high school counterparts as much as possible. Additionally, middle school programs will integrate the same verbiage, systems and over all philosophy as their high school counterparts through close interaction and work with the high school head coach and staff. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The main determining factor is maturity and is the WHOLE Student Athlete ready? For any Middle School Student Athlete ( including 5th graders ) wishing to participate solely on the high school team ( or middle school team for 5th graders ) the following process must be followed. First, their desire to do so must be determined PRIOR to the start of the season and both the middle school and high school Head Coach must be made aware and approve. This desire MUST come from the student. Coaches are not to push or persuade in anyway any Student Athlete to play outside their age appropriate range. Second, the Coaches, Parents and School Principal must be in agreement the Student Athlete is mature enough to handle the participation. The measure of readiness here is the extent to which the Student Athlete will be impacted by the social, mental and emotional aspects of competing at a higher level AND being around other Student Athletes who are more experienced socially, mentally and emotionally. Written verification of this agreement by all parties involved will be noted prior to the start of participation. Third, the Student Athlete must complete and pass a try out. Fourth, the pre season activities, including scrimmages will be deemed a probationary period. If it is determined during the probationary period the Student Athlete is not ready in EVERY way, they will not be allowed to play up and will join their age appropriate team. 

Any middle school athlete who regularly plays ( more than 50% of the time ) HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY sports may NOT compete at the middle school level in the same sport during the same season. Middle School Student Athletes who participate in HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR VARSITY sports MAY compete at the middle school level in the same sport during the same season. 
 
5. 	ADD CAMPUS TRAFFIC FLOW TO FACILITES SECTION (page 27)

Campus Traffic Flow
In general, those who are wishing to access the soccer or softball fields should enter and exit via the board office on Airport Road. Access for ALL OTHER ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES should use the entrance and exit at the front of the high school. ( Traffic flow diagram is included in the forms section of this text and posted on the district athletics page. )

6.	CLARIFY EARLY RELEASE DAYS AS “ OCCASIONALY” instead of every Friday.
	( page 55 )






7. 	ADD WEBSITE / SCHEDULING / APPS SECTION TO COACHES 	GUIDELINES AS MORE 	TECHNOLOGY BECOMES AVAILABLE ( page 56 )

WEBSITE / SCHEDULING / APPS
Coaches will be responsible for using and monitoring various web and application based communication and media tools as they become available, such as the activities scheduler and weather station apps, under the direction of the Athletic Director.

8. 	ADD CONSISTENT ADVERTISING GUIDELINES TO TEAM FUNDRAISING POLICIES
All Ad sales, up to and including naming rights for fields and facilities, will follow a consistent rate, time and size schedule. Any Ads sold beyond seasonal signage ( such as scoreboard signage and naming rights ) MUST be handled in consultation with the District Athletic Director, School Principal and Superintendent. ( page 57 )
Ad guidelines and naming rights policy to be completed by July 15 2023. 

9. 	MODIFY EXISTING STUDENT ATHLETE CONTRACT TO INCLUDE UNIFORM 	ACHKNOWLEDGEMENT AND REPLACEMENT AGREEMENT ( page 69) ( attached )

10.	REMOVE INDVIDUAL COVID CHECK LOG (page 105).	

11.	UPDATE EMERGENCY ACTION PLANS TO INCLUDE NEW WEATHER STATION 	APPLICATION ( to be completed by July 15 2023)















STUDENT ATHLETE PARTICIPATION / UNIFORM CONTRACT                              TCCA-8

		PLAYER NAME _______________________________________   PLAYER NUMBER______
[image: ]
		EQUIPMENT ISSUED: 	__________________________________________________________
		_____________________________________________________________________________
		_____________________________________________________________________________
		_____________________________________________________________________________
As a Student Athlete representing the Todd County Central School District Athletics Program, I understand I am bound by a stricter moral and behavioral code than non-Student Athletes. In support of this understanding, I will conduct myself at all times in a manner above and beyond the non-Student Athlete.
 I believe the opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities, including athletics, is a privilege. I understand I have a duty to represent myself, my team, my school, my family and my community in the best manner possible at all times. I understand these expectations are a constant and I will hold myself to these standards in and out of school.
In school I will respect my Coaches, Teachers, Administrators, School Staff and Peers. I will constantly show this respect in word and deed. I will continue this effort away from school by always showing respect to my Parents, Family, Fans and fellow Community Members. 
I understand I am in control of my own decisions. 
I will not use alcohol, tobacco or any type of illegal drugs. 
I will avoid any situation where I might be accused of wrong doing and understand being at the wrong place at the wrong time is not an excuse – especially if I chose to be in the situation in the first place. 
I will not miss practice or any mandatory team activity. Should the rare situation arise where I must miss, I will communicate this personally with the Head Coach prior to the absence.
I will not skip school or class. 
I will never exhibit poor sportsmanship. 
I will always show pride in myself, my team mates, my school and my community. 
I will not harass or bully in any way another student or team member. 
I will remain academically eligible. 
I understand that any act, any time ( in school or out of school, in season or off season ) which in the opinion of the Coaching Staff or School Administration fails to meet the above expectations or represents the team, school or community in a negative way will be grounds for dismissal from the team. I understand this includes all forms of electronic communication including social media. 
I understand I am  responsible for the proper maintenance , upkeep and prompt return ( with in 1 week of seasons end ) of any uniforms and equipment I am issued. 
In accordance with school and board policy, I understand if I willfully or negligently steal, abuse, deface or destroy any school property – including athletic uniforms, equipment or facilities – I WILL be subject to appropriate disciplinary action INCLDUING PAYMENT IN FULL FOR DAMAGES AND OR UNRETURNED UNIFORMS / EQUIPMENT.
By signing this contract I am confirming my understanding and agreement to the expectations set forth in this contract and profess I will constantly strive to meet and exceed them.

__________________________________________________________	____________
Student Athlete Signature							Date

__________________________________________________________	____________
Parent / Guardian Signature						Date
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