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Directions for Consultation

A consultation is a chance to to provide clarity and information regarding a 
decision. The consultation will simply serve as a conversation regarding the 
recommendation.The purpose of this presentation is to provide the context and 
details of the committee’s recommendation on district wide curriculum. 

Goal: To understand the process for selection, the why behind the choice, and to 
provide feedback as needed/desired by those being consulted.

The superintendent will review any feedback before finalizing the selection. 

NOTE: This presentation is about the curriculum details and process and is NOT about 
implementation. Implementation will come after the selection has been made. The goal of 
implementation will be to create as smooth a process, with as much choice as possible for building 
level principals. That said, implementing any new curriculum will require a collective and positive 
approach, top down. It’s important to embrace this change, given the legal statute, but more 
importantly that implications for student success. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ny9h_l_FZuQ
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Curriculum 

Comprehensive academic content that 
progresses through a series of learning goals 
connected to grade level standards. 



KDE 



Curriculum 

What EFFECTIVE curriculum does: 

★ Gives Teachers CLARITY for daily lessons and yearly progress monitoring
★ Aligns to Grade Level Standards 
★ Provides flexibility while providing structure
★ Backwards plans with assessment in mind
★ Provides diverse perspectives and promotes equity centered learning
★ Accommodates a wide variety of learning needs
★ Encourages collaboration and agency 



Curriculum

★ Guaranteed Curriculum – Guaranteed ensures specific content is taught in specific 
courses and at specific grade levels, regardless of the teacher assigned to a student. 
○ When schools and districts are unable to guarantee the curriculum being taught, the result is redundancy and 

inconsistency from one classroom to the next across grade levels and little alignment between the standards, 
assessment and instruction (Dufour & Marzano, 2011). 

★ Viable Curriculum - Viability means the articulated grade-level standards, instructional 
calendar (pacing guide), and daily instruction are all manageable and can be realistically 
taught to mastery levels in the instructional year (Marzano, 2003). 
○ This means schools and districts must ensure enough instructional time is available to develop essential 

knowledge, skills and concepts of the guaranteed curriculum. 

★ Bottom Line: We GUARANTEE CONSISTENCY & A TIMELINE FOR MASTERY



Per JCPS Choice Zone Plan:  
Choice Zone Committees have 

worked throughout 22-23 to 
determine curriculum. 



TO DO:

❏ High School 

ELA (Shawnee) 

❏ K-12 Science

❏ K-12 Social 

Studies



Why is 
Choice Zone 
Work 
Significant?

★ 50/50 Committees, made 
up of JCTA and district 
members worked to 
collaboratively research 
and determine the best 
curriculum based on

★ Look fors: Viability, 
Relevance, Equity, 
Support, Agency, 
Structure, Autonomy, 
Equity, etc. 

★ Choice Zone Committees 
laid the groundwork for 
what’s to come. 

BUT, and it’s a BIG ONE: NO 
DISTRICT WIDE SELECTION 
HAS BEEN MADE

THIS IS A SUPERINTENDENT 
DECISION.



Senate Bill I
The superintendent determines 
curriculum choice for the entire 
district.



Current District Committee Work:

❏ K-8 ELA 

❏ K-8 Math

❏ ALL Others: Refine Current Frameworks 
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K-8 ELA 
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Process Overview for K-8 ELA & Math
Stakeholder Voice
● 50/50 committees established with district and JCTA
● Identification of collective beliefs and Core Values (standards alignment, equity, 

student agency,...)
● Student stakeholder feedback, principals and teachers

A Review of  Curriculum
● JCPS Curriculum specialists curricula overview
● Committee provides  input for curriculum considerations (plus/delta)
● Vendor Curriculum Specialist presentations
● Committee reviews curriculum materials
● Agendas/REAPS

Curriculum Recommendation
● Committee review and deliberation  of curricula resources 
● Final Committee recommendations

Feb.1st- Feb. 16th

Feb. 22nd-Feb. 27th

Feb. 27th- Mar. 7th

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nRzxwQIpiJkTBmrRppJGKigFwMyK2fth8RYMDasOj1w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EqhyWlnleSypJTUyE6xFszYKQ-xWM_MGtuVMypX5XJ4/edit
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K-8 ELA 
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EL Education Student Voice

EL Education Language Arts Big Picture Overview: 

Recommended to Start 1:06

Skills 

Block 

Quick 

Overview

Skills 

Block In 

Action

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUhSx51CP3U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SJpB-_FDk0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcGyt6n4pmc
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Fast Facts on EL
Practitioners in Mind

Created by teachers, for 

teachers, and implemented in like 

districts all across the United 

States. (Supportive of both 

degreed and non-degreed 

instructors)

Students Own Their Learning

Students learn to see themselves as 

active learners with agency; they 

articulate specific learning targets, set 

goals, assess their own learning, use 

peer feedback, themselves, and their 

teachers to make progress. 

Reduces Prep & Planning 

Designed to synthesize and 

support teacher preparation with 

1700+ vetted PowerPoint 

Decks/Google slides: K-8 EL and 

K-2 Foundational Skills 

Stakeholders are Partners

Students’ families and guardians 

are welcomed as partners in 

education because students learn 

best when others are a part of 

their educational journey.  

Equity for ALL Learners

Tier 1 curriculum for all 

students with varying levels of 

support built in to ensure 

pathways to success for all 

learners

Curriculum as Powerful PD
Helps teachers build on their 

existing expertise and improve 

their ability to make strong 

instructional decisions during 

planning and while teaching.
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JCPS and EL Education: Making the Connection
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JCPS and EL Education: Making the Connection

● Transforms teaching and learning by changing 

instructional practice to support all students.

● Students are at the center, taking an active role in 

their learning experiences and responsibility for 

deciding which artifacts best represent their development

of content knowledge and Success Skills during each 

step of their JCPS journey.

● Students are continually challenged to reflect upon their 

learning, set goals and create plans for ongoing 

improvement.

● In order to have the kind of evidence needed for their 

Backpacks, ALL students must have the opportunity 

to take part in rich, meaningful learning experiences.

● Aligned expectations from school to school and teacher 

to teacher for transition readiness.

Design Principles Alignment

● Primacy of Self-Discovery

● The Having of Wonderful 

Ideas

● Responsibility of Learning

● Empathy and Caring

● Success and Failure

● Collaboration and Competition

● Solitude and Reflection 
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JCPS and EL Education: Making the Connection

JCPS Diversity Statement

● Intergroup understanding, awareness, and 

appreciation by students and staff of diverse ethnic, 

cultural, and linguistic groups represented in JCPS.

● Positive attitudes toward cultural diversity, 

especially in early grades, by dispelling 

misconceptions, stereotypes, and negative beliefs 

about themselves and others.

● Dialogue about the impact of racism and other 

barriers to acceptance of our common humanity.

● Development of positive, productive interaction 

among people and experiences of diverse 

cultural groups.

● Understanding of historical, political, and 

economic bases of current inequities.

● Characters, authors, and stories 

represent diverse identities, 

experiences, and cultures–helping 

students build self awareness and 

cultural proficiency.

● Protocols and conversation cues

give students daily opportunities to 

practice academic discourse (as a 

scaffold for writing) and to ensure 

equity of voice. 

● Performance tasks encourage 

students to celebrate the diverse 

voices and perspectives studied in 

the modules beyond the classroom

and in connection with community.

https://www.jefferson.kyschools.us/department/diversity-equity-and-poverty-programs-division
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JCPS and EL Education: Making the Connection

● School culture and climate are formed by a range 

of factors that shape students' perceptions of 

school and their motivation to learn.

● These factors include aspects that support 

meaningful teaching and learning such as:

○ Physical

○ Social

○ Emotional

Design Principles Alignment

● The Responsibility of Learning

● Empathy and Caring

● Success and Failure

● Diversity and Inclusion

● Solitude and Reflection 

● Service and Compassion
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Identity-
● How does the curriculum (including texts and exercises) help students to 

learn something about themselves and/or about others? 

*Do you see yourself in other 

students’ learning? 

*Assessing Students Equitably: Culturally and Historically Responsive 

Assessment Questions, Dr. Ghouldy Muhammad “Cultivating Genius”

*Why is it important to learn 

about other people and 

different cultures? 
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Skills-
● How does the curriculum (including texts and exercises) respond to or 

build students' skills and standards?

*Assessing Students Equitably: Culturally and Historically Responsive 

Assessment Questions, Dr. Ghouldy Muhammad “Cultivating Genius”

*Do you know why you learn 

skills at school and how they 

apply to your future? 
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Intellect-
● How does the curriculum (including texts and exercises) respond to 

or build upon students' knowledge and mental powers? What are they 

becoming smarter about?

Knowledge Building

*How is what you are learning 

connected to life? 

*Assessing Students Equitably: Culturally and Historically Responsive 

Assessment Questions, Dr. Ghouldy Muhammad “Cultivating Genius”

https://knowledgematterscampaign.org/curriculum/el-education/
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Criticality-
● How does the curriculum (including texts and exercises) engage students' 

thinking about power and equity and the disruption of oppression?

*Assessing Students Equitably: Culturally and Historically Responsive 

Assessment Questions, Dr. Ghouldy Muhammad “Cultivating Genius”

*In what ways do current 

events going on in our country 

connect to your learning at 

school? 

*Have you experienced an 

injustice? Was it resolved? If 

so, how? 



SLIDESMANIA.COM
SLIDESMANIA.COM

HOW- K-8 Professional Development Focus
● How will we ensure cultural responsivity for teachers as we provide PD?

Differentiation & Scaffolding

ELA 6

ELA 7

ELA 8

*Assessing Students Equitably: Culturally and Historically 

Responsive Assessment Questions, Dr. Ghouldy Muhammad 

“Cultivating Genius”

Building In Support for ELLs

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ssHSLaXAMeq3i-s3pj-wrpWAozK33Dg--1SI04yC3c8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VwzzADjt3NdSFxIY2qLfil6eaHmAEyWKacrdJICdpTs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1homndAABWM1cbac2y8hjqKvlW-y3A2I0kNZQSbosa88/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ivmbm8fA2pQ
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Curriculum 
Tiered Instructional Resources - DRAFT

Notice: Although there is ONE Core curriculum, there will be multiple 

Supplementary Supports that can still be used. This is not a comprehensive nor 

approved list- it’s in draft form. The intent is to allow for school choice in supports 

and also to provide a bridge from the use of prior programs/curriculums as we 

move to one. 
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K-8 Mathematics
Illustrative 

Mathematics 
with Imagine Learning
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The JCPS Community will support all 
Learners in crafting mathematical 
experiences that are empowering, 
humanizing, and equitable. 

We will create a community in which all 
Learners know, use, and enjoy 
mathematics. 

Our collective work will support 
continuous improvement and 
transformational teaching and learning 
in mathematics. 

Our JCPS 
Math Vision
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● Problem-based learning through an inquiry model of instruction
● Instructional routines aligned to content standards & fluency
● Math Language Routines, research based support for EL students
● Focus on community-based learning with intentional collaboration
● Formative assessments to adjust instruction, for cultural responsivity
● Ongoing professional learning and support

ALL Green 
Ratings on 
EdReports

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMXt5ZeXI5I
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Cultivating Genius: A Framework for 
Equity in Math Teaching & Learning

Identity
Who gets to be a 
Mathematician? 

Whose ideas are valued, 
amplified, and shared?

All learners are 
positioned as “Doers” of 
mathematics

Build positive math 
identities

High expectations for 
all learners

Intellect
Asset-based approach
draws on learners’ funds 
of knowledge

Learners have multiple 
entry points into tasks and 
build mathematical 
meaning

Elicit student thinking
and make use of it during 
a lesson to send positive 
messages about  learners’ 
mathematical identities

Skills
Instructional routines 
promote fluency strategies

Multiple representations of 
math concepts to build 
conceptual understanding

Criticality
Student discourse as a 
means to disrupt structures 
and marginalizing language

Culturally relevant contexts
for math modeling

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=cultivating+genius+by+gholdy+muhammad&i=stripbooks&crid=FMRRA7C5IQ83&sprefix=cultivating+genius+by+gholdy+muhammad%2Cstripbooks%2C186&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
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Illustrative Mathematics
Instructional Design + 3 Pillars

All Kids!
Equity & 

Community

Reflection 
&

Feedback

Deeper Learning - BoSS! 
Productive Struggle! 

Community & Collaboration!
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Lesson Structure + Instructional Framework 
= Culturally Responsive Teaching

https://crtandthebrain.com/
https://crtandthebrain.com/
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Equity Work is Pedagogical:
Inquiry Model vs. Gradual Release

Traditionally… But what if… So that…

I do… I do the math when I plan 
the lesson with my PLC…

I can anticipate student responses and be ready to respond to 
student thinking “in the moment” during workshop. I can 
preplan scaffolded support for all students, including students 
with learning differences and English learners.

We do… We use math tools and 
focus on strategies to solve 
problems with culturally 
relevant contexts…

We can explore multiple ways of problem solving and make 
connections to our current understanding and grow our 
learning while structuring student discourse to amplify 
student language, multiple representations and deeper 
learning.

You do… You discuss your thinking 
with your classmates and 
share your strategies…

You can receive feedback from me in the form of questions to 
assess or advance your thinking. We build mathematical 
community where all ideas are valued and explored. 

https://bit.ly/mathAAQ
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Tiered Instructional 
Resources - DRAFT

Notice: Although there is ONE Core curriculum, there will be multiple Supplementary 

Supports that can still be used. This is not a comprehensive nor approved list- it’s in draft 

form. The intent is to allow for school choice in supports and also to provide a bridge from 

the use of prior programs/curriculums as we move to one. 
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ELA: EL- Expeditionary Learning

★ Commitment To Equity- Windows, Mirrors, & 
Sliding Glass Doors

★ Knowledge Building Curriculum- Deeper Not 
Wider

★ Foundational Skills - Essential Phonics 
Instructions

★ EL’s Values & Learner Profile- Values Student 
Centered Learning (Whole Child)

Recommendation Wrap-Up
Math: Illustrative Mathematics 

★ Student Driven: Kids DO the math! 
★ Coherent progression of mathematical 

understanding across K-12 
★ Anchored in equitable access for all learners
★ Supports teachers in internalizing 

mathematical best practices 
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THANKS FOR YOUR 
FEEDBACK! 

Thank you for completing the feedback 
form provided here or scan the QR code 
to the right if you have comments only. If 
you have questions, please ask those now 
with your consultant. 

Reminder: Implementation and training plans will be 
released after the selection is made and needs are confirmed. 

https://forms.gle/sRU7RCXoJ7i63twG7

