
Marion County High School Cold Weather Policy  
 

The following policy guides decision making for patient safety regarding environmental cold 

injuries. Exposure to cold presents an inherent risk of injury. It is important to note that the 

following guidelines for activity and associated limitations apply only in the absence of 

precipitation. Precipitation, most notably rain and snow, will affect the risk of environmental cold 

injury. It is unclear in the literature at exactly what rate of rain or snow fall, in conjunction with 

the air temperature and wind rate, conditions become unsafe. However, it is clear that 

precipitation significantly increases the risk of environmental cold injury. Therefore, in 

circumstances involving precipitation, decisions about participation restrictions will be made by 

the Athletic Trainer or on an individual basis based upon the current conditions. All outdoor 

athletic events at Marion County High School operate under the guidelines in the following table. 

The certified athletic trainer is responsible for communicating to all athletic personnel and 

employing these guidelines. Please note the following temperatures ranges account for wind-

chill. 

 

 


