March 8, 2010
This is a decision paper.

TO:  

Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:  
Nannette Johnston, Superintendent

SUBJECT:  
Approval of Hardin County Schools’ Participation in Teaching American History Grant and Reimbursement of Mileage for Grant Participants
	DISCUSSION:
	Teachers of American History at the high school level in the Hardin County School District have the opportunity to participate in a Three-year Teaching American History Grant, administered through the Ohio Valley Educational Cooperative (OVEC).  As participants in this grant, our teachers will have the opportunity to receive both content and pedagogy-based professional development (PD) over a three-year period free of charge.  Teacher participation in the grant would involve attending a minimum of 75% of the PD offered through the grant, which will include:
· A 2-day kickoff in the Fall 2010;

· Mentoring and classroom observations (twice monthly) from OVEC American history specialists;

· Approximately 8 after-school network meetings per year, where teachers interact with history professors from regional colleges and universities;

· 3 days of professional development in the summers;

· 2 Saturday sessions throughout the year; and

· 1 one-day mid-year PD workshop.

The participants in this grant receive numerous benefits, including the following:

· The PD is directly aligned with KDE Core Content 4.1, ensuring that teachers will receive PD in the content for which their students are tested.  OVEC will revise the program to reflect any changes from Senate Bill 1 activities;

· Teachers will receive stipends for participation in all events ($125/day, $50/network meeting);

· Teachers will receive many classroom resources and benefit from collaboration with other teachers;

· Teachers will have the opportunity for additional PD events, such as trips to historic sites in the summers and training to become a history coach;

· Participating schools will receive “Affiliate School” status with the Gilder Lehrman Institute for American History, which will provide historical resources for the school;

· The program is minimally invasive in terms of school time; for the few days teachers miss from school, the grant will provide funds for subs; and

· OVEC American History Specialists will be working with teachers on designing standards-based US history courses, which will impact instruction well after the grant activities have ended.


In addition to the above benefits, an important tenant of the grant is a once-per-year coaching session for Hardin County U.S. History Advanced Placement students, free of charge, provided by Dr. Thomas Mackey, PhD from the University of Louisville.  Dr. Mackey, who scores the U.S. History Advanced Placement examinations, has agreed to come once per year (on a Saturday) prior to the A.P. test  to deliver a strategy session for our students on best practices and test-taking strategies for the A.P. test in U.S. History.  

The only actual cost to the district for participation in this grant will be reimbursement for travel of participants to and from grant workshops and meetings.  Below is an approximate budget detailing these costs to the district (based on 9 teachers participating, including three at each high school, with each high school carpooling together to the meetings):
· 14 total trips (8 network meetings, 3 days of PD in summer, 2 Saturday sessions, and 1 mid-year workshop) per year, at various sites (e.g., Bullitt County, Hardin County, Louisville, Shelbyville).

· 100 miles roundtrip (average) with a rate of .41/mile

· Reimbursement to 1 driver per high school (carpooling)
TOTAL COST TO DISTRICT (per year of grant):  $1,722.00
· Reimbursement would come from District PD funds not General Fund.  


	RECOMMENDATION:
	I recommend that the Board approve the participation of Hardin County High School American History teachers in the three-year Teaching American History Grant administered by the Ohio Valley Educational Cooperative, and I further recommend that the Board approve reimbursement of mileage for participants in the Teaching American History Grant at a total amount not to exceed $2,000 per year, with the reimbursement coming from district PD funds.


	RECOMMENDED MOTION:
	I move that the Board approve the participation of Hardin County high school American History teachers in the three-year Teaching American History Grant administered by OVEC, to include district reimbursement of mileage for participants from PD funds in an amount not to exceed $2,000 per year.


