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1. Carnegie Learning  and Study Island– Math students continue to use the self-paced computer program (6th Study Island, 7th and 8th Carnegie Learning).  The self-pacing component offers a great opportunity for students to progress at their own pace.  Many of our students are accepting the challenge to excel while others are not “pressured” to either keep up or be left behind.  Further, the program offers a variety of reports to the teacher so that accomplishments/pacing can be tracked as well as problem areas which need to be addressed.

2. Lesson Plans – As a department, we continue to focus on daily lesson plan development and implementation with an emphasis on vocabulary and questioning strategies. 


3. Dot System – The math teachers are currently implementing a dot system for tracking student achievement to ensure mastery of concepts.

4. Response to Intervention (RTI) –Students continue to be assessed and weaknesses identified using the Think Link instrument.  Currently, we are serving about 30 students in an effort to move them into the Proficient range.

5. Think Link Assessment – This program is used 3 times a year to measure progress.  As previously mentioned, it is used to identify RTI students as well as evaluate prior instruction and plan future instruction.  Think Link results comparing the test given in December 2008 and December 2009 are listed below.  I know there are a lot of variables such as different students, RTI, implementation of unit plans, Thoughtful Education - vocabulary and questioning strategies, Carnegie, etc. BUT the bottom line is look at the improvement!!  	

                                                                              						
8th Grade Only	Dec 2008	Dec 2009	Entire School	Dec 2008	Dec 2009
Distinguished	9.6		14.7		Distinguished	18.8		24.13
Proficient	28.7		32.1		Proficient	34.7		34.33
Apprentice	25.7		40.4		Apprentice	28.6		31.0
Novice		36		12.8		Novice		17.8		10.5
	
6. Other Collaborative Meetings – I continue to meet monthly with area instructional coaches; these meetings are facilitated by Linda Nickel from OVEC.  I also meet every other month with the high school math teachers participating in the Gallatin Co./Carroll Co. Math Partnership.  The information shared in these collaborative meetings is a valuable resource which I am then able to share with my colleagues.

