Decision Paper

To: Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer 

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Elementary and Secondary School Counseling
Date: February 16, 2010
Issue: The major purpose of the Elementary and Secondary School Counseling (ESSC) grant program is to enable schools to expand or develop counseling programs in elementary and secondary schools. The project period is up to 36 months and the estimated average award is $350,000, with a maximum request of $400,000. This grant program is funded through the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools. This grant does not require matching funds. The Dept. of Education estimates one in five children and adolescents will experience a significant mental health problem during their school years. The ESSC grant program supports the hiring and training of qualified school counselors, school psychologists, school social workers, and child and adolescent psychiatrists. Additional personnel in this area has been identified as a significant need for in the Nelson County School District. This grant application will seek funding of up to $400,000 for the employment of additional school-based mental health professionals to expand and enhance services in this area.

Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application to the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools for up to $400,000 in grant funding to expand and enhance school-based mental health services.

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application by Nelson County School District to the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools for up to $400,000 in grant funding through the Elementary and Secondary School Counseling (ESSC) grant program. 
