EXPLORE TEST RESULTS
2007-2009
All 8th graders complete the EXPLORE test each year in September.  EXPLORE results can help students understand their academic skills and abilities, preferences for different tasks, and personal needs, plans and goals.  Students can use the information to develop a sound academic schedule for high school and make informed choices from the many options available after high school.  The EXPLORE test also matches the student’s interests to specific career clusters and projects a student’s ACT score.






Test Year


 07
  08
  09
Number taking EXPLORE test




125
129
111
Students with a projected ACT range of 22-27


  14
    9
  20
Percent of students with a composite score below


  38
  43
  30
25 percentile (at risk)

Percent of students with a composite score below 50 percentile
  58
  59
  49

Percent of students with composite score above 75 %

  16
  13
  28
Number planning on attending a four-year college or higher

  68
  71
  68

Number of students undecided about post-secondary plans

  10
  17
  16




4-yr college



  68
  71
  39




2-yr community/technical college
    6
    7
    8




military



  14
    9
    4
Skills that students indicated they needed help with (in percentage):
Making postsecondary plans





  38
  35
  31
Improving study skills





  38
  38
  27
Improving public speaking skills




  54
  43
  44
Improving math skills






  28
  40
  29
Improving writing skills





  38
  45
  36
Improving reading speed and comprehension


  30
  43
  30
Improving computer skills





  22
  26
  25
Observations:
· Our students are now statistically even with the national average in all areas, and exceeded the national average in Science this year
· We now need to shift our focus to exceeding the benchmarks
· English scores showed the greatest deviation (-1.0) from the national norm

· All content areas show the highest average score by GCMS students in the past four years 
· Males outscored the females by .2 in science, but the females outscored the males in English (1.0), Math (.4), and in Reading (1.1) 
Implications for curriculum improvement:

· Refine focus on Usage/Mechanics in Language Arts
· Educate students on college entrance requirements

· Continue to provide information on coursework to be taken in high school
· Provide instruction across curriculum in public speaking, test-taking and study skills

· Identify student’s weakest area (math or reading) and remediate on an individual basis using interventions
· Identify at-risk students and provide intervention/remediation options
· Align unit plans more closely to the program of studies.  This should help close the gap.

· Continue documenting ACT bullets in lesson plans

· Continue conducting scrimmage testing beginning in the 6th grade

Mr. Browning discussed the EXPLORE results with 8th grade Language Arts classes in October.
