January 10, 2010

This is a decision paper. 

TO:

                    Members of the Hardin County School Board

FROM:
                                Nannette Johnston, Superintendent

SUBJECT:
The G C Burkhead fifth grade trip to Barren River and Mammoth Cave May 5-6, 2010

REQUEST ISSUE:
This trip provides an opportunity to encourage student interest in nature, Kentucky history and culture as well as outdoor activities. The first day of the trip will take place at Barren River State Part for the REACH (Recreation, Environment, and Cultural History) Program. The REACH program is a unique overnight educational camp program in which naturalists and recreational staff of Barren River State Park will lead the students in their investigations. By participating in hands-on, resource based activities, students gain experience and knowledge that relates to every course of study including natural science, math, language arts, history, and social skills.

 The goals of the Kentucky State Park’s R.E.A.C.H. Education Camps are to:

1. Offer students a unique learning opportunity typically 

unavailable in the classroom setting

2. Foster awareness in students so they can understand 

and gain an appreciation for their natural and cultural resources.

3. Help students understand the purpose and need to set 

aside and preserve natural areas and historic sites.

4. Foster a sense of stewardship toward Kentucky State 

Parks.

5. Enable students to experience firsthand by touch, sight, 

smell and taste their outdoor environment.

The second day of the trip will take place at Mammoth Cave National Park. Here students will participate in the Cave Historic Tour. Students will experience the role that the cave played in Kentucky’s history.

We are requesting to travel via commercial bus for the trip.




       Core Content


The REACH Program addresses the below content areas:

Science:

5-3.5.1 Students will describe cause and effect relationships in nature and through gathering evidence create a basis for explaining diversity in an ecosystem. (Animal and plant adaptations, food web)

5-4.7.1 Students will draw conclusions about the effects of changes to populations in an ecosystem. (endangered and threatened species, destruction of habitat, conservation and preservation)

Social Studies:

5-1.1.1  Students will give examples of services the government provides and analyze the importance of these services to citizens. (Investigation of Kentucky park system)

5- 4.1.4 Students will explain how factors in one location can impact other locations (Building of dams)

5-4.4.3
 Students will describe how individuals/groups may have different perspectives about the use of land (e.g. farming, industrial, residential, and recreational)

The Mammoth Cave tour addresses the below content 

areas:

Science:

5-4.7.1 Students will draw conclusions about the effects of changes to populations in an ecosystem. (Cave populations and endangered cave species)

5- 2.3.2 Students will explain interactions of water with the Earth materials and the results of those interactions. (Cave formation and karsts topography)

Social Studies:

1.1.1 Students will give examples of services the government provides and analyze the importance of these services to citizens. (Investigation of national park system)

5-5.2.4 Students will describe significant historical events (Twentieth Century to present) and explain cause and effect relationships. (Uses of the cave over time)

 


           
        Approximate Cost

The cost for the trip is $129.00 per person. This cost includes all meals, lodging, transportation and program and entrance fees. Parents pay all costs.




       Attendance:

Approximately 100 students will be in attendance. Six staff members and twenty-five parents will be supervising. This is a ratio of approximately 3 students per 1 adult.

RECOMMENDATION:  I recommend that the board approve this request.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  I move that the board approve the request from the G. C.  Burkhead Fifth Grade                                                                                                         to take this trip to Barren River and Mammoth Cave, May 5-6, 2010 via commercial carrier.

Approved by Principal:

___________________________
________________

Signature



Date

Approved by Superintendent:

____________________________
_________________



Signature



Date

