JAMES T. ALTON MIDDLE SCHOOL

SITE BASED DECISION MAKING COUNCIL MEETING

November 8, 2005

The James T. Alton Middle School Site Based Decision-Making Council was called to order at 4:00 PM.  Anthony McCormick served as the Facilitator; Dianne Johnson was the Resource Person.  Those present were Jama P. Bennett, Mary Lou Emerine, Nicole Kenline, Dianne Johnson, and Anthony McCormick.  Roger Biggs was absent.  

#05-0033 – Dianne Johnson made the motion to accept the minutes from the September 13, 2005 meeting as corrected and presented to council, seconded by Nicole Kenline.

VOTE:  Consensus/Unanimous

Visitors were welcomed to the meeting.        

COMMENTS ON THE AGENDA – None

COMMITTEE REPORTS – None  

OLD BUSINESS – An accident report for the past month was sent home to council members prior to the meeting for their review.  Ms. Bennett asked if there were any questions council had on the student accident summary.  There were none.

Ms. Bennett discussed with council members feedback from concerns reviewed concerning random drug testing at the middle school level.  New information received indicates the company performing the drug test selects the students randomly.  Drug testing can be requested if a student is suspected of drug use.  Random drug testing is exercised when extra - curricula stipends are received by Hardin County School employees.  Ms. Bennett will report additional information as received.

NEW BUSINESS – Ms. Bennett informed council members House Bill 77 requires all school meeting minutes to be available upon request.  Members signed a certificate of receipt of written documentation during the meeting and the information will be mailed to the Attorney General’s office.  

Ms. Bennett discussed with council members Map Testing was conducted in grades 2 – 10.   Testing will continue again in the spring.  The purpose of Map Testing is to focus on areas of concern and categories students fall into.

Ms. Bennett reported upcoming parent activities.  Veterans will be recognized at a luncheon on November 11th.  Social studies teachers, Ms. Lovelace and Ms. Minnich are engaging students in a poster contest.  November 21st is an Open House from 10 – 6 where parents can come in and look at test scores.  Administrators will be available to meet with parents on that day.  At 6:30 PM on November 21st there will be a PTSP meeting.  The Media Center book fair and the band concert are scheduled for November 29th.  December 1st and 2nd will be a parent book and breakfast event for all grade levels.

Ms. Bennett shared with council members CATS information.  Council members worked in groups and data analysis reports were reviewed.  Science teachers are working with Mike Goodman at West Hardin Middle School for advice and direction to improve student test scores in science.   Ms. Bennett informed council that 89% of the teachers at J.T. Alton have adopted a student to help with writing portfolio in an effort to improve test scores.

Ms. Lovelace presented to council an overview of social studies test scores.  The department will be working with students on open response and use of word wall to help with vocabulary.

Mr. Cowley presented to council an overview of math data analysis.  Mr. Cowley informed council members that math test scores are continually going up over the state average.  The math department will be focusing on student writing, open response and vocabulary.  There will be a competition between the 8th grade teams for a pizza party.

Ms. Kenline presented to council and overview of from data analysis in Language Arts.  J.T. Alton scored the highest in the district.  On demand writing is the focus for students.  Emphasis on using word walls and vocabulary are being used. 

Ms. Bennett informed council that JT Alton’s application for schools to watch has made it through the 1st round.  Eastern University will visit the school on January 23 and 24.  They will be interviewing JT Alton students and committees.

PERSONNEL – None

The next Site Based Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday December 13th, 2005 at 4PM.  Roger Biggs will serve as Facilitator; Mary Lou Emerine will serve as Resource Person.

#05-0034 – Nicole Kenline made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Dianne Johnson.

VOTE:  Consensus/Unanimous

______________________________                                   ____________________________     

Jama P. Bennett, Principal                                                     Anthony McCormick, Facilitator

