RACE TO THE TOP
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

The Secretary of Education proposes the following definitions for terms not defined in the ARRA (or, by reference, in the ESEA). These may be applied in any year in which this program is in effect.
Alternative certification routes 
Pathways to certification that are authorized under the State’s laws or regulations that allow the establishment and operation of teacher and administrator preparation programs in the State that have the following characteristics: (a) can be provided by various types of qualified providers, including both institutions of higher education and other providers; (b) provide a clinical/student teaching experience; (c) significantly limit the amount of coursework required or have options to test-out of courses; and (d) award the level of certification that permits a candidate who successfully completes the program to teach or lead in public schools within the State.

Common set of K-12 standards 
A set of content standards that define what students must know and be able to do, and that are identical across all States in a consortium. Notwithstanding this, a State may supplement the common standards with additional standards, provided that the additional standards do not exceed 15 percent of the State's total standards for that content area.

Effective principal 
A principal whose students, overall and for each subgroup (described in section 1111(b)(2)(C)(v)(II) of the ESEA), demonstrate acceptable rates (e.g., at least one grade level in an academic year) of student growth (as defined in this notice). States may supplement this definition as they see fit so long as principal effectiveness is judged, in significant measure, by student growth (as defined in this notice).

Effective teacher 
A teacher whose students achieve acceptable rates (e.g., at least one grade level in an academic year) of student growth (as defined in this notice). States may supplement this definition as they see fit so long as teacher effectiveness is judged, in significant measure, by student growth (as defined in this notice).

Formative assessment 
An assessment process that is embedded in instruction and is used by teachers and students to provide instant feedback on student understanding and to adjust ongoing teaching and learning accordingly.
Graduation rate 
The four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate as defined by 34 CFR 200.19(b)(1)(i). A State may also use, as a supplement to this rate, extended adjusted cohort graduation rates (consistent with 34 CFR 200.19(b)(1)(v)) that are approved by the Secretary.

Highly effective principal 
A principal whose students, overall and for each subgroup (described in section 1111(b)(2)(C)(v)(II) of the ESEA), demonstrate high rates (e.g., more than one grade level in an academic year) of student growth (as defined in this notice). States may supplement this definition as they see fit so long as principal effectiveness is judged, in significant measure, by student growth (as defined in this notice).

Highly effective teacher 
A teacher whose students achieve high rates (e.g., more than one grade level in an academic year) of student growth (as defined in this notice). States may supplement this definition as they see fit so long as teacher effectiveness is judged, in significant measure, by student growth (as defined in this notice).
High-need LEA 
An LEA with one or more high-poverty schools (as defined in this notice).
High-poverty school 
Consistent with section 1111(h)(1)(C)(viii) of the ESEA, a school in the highest quartile of schools in the State with respect to poverty level, using a measure of poverty determined by the State. 
High-quality assessment 
An assessment designed to measure a student’s understanding of, and ability to apply, critical concepts through the use of a variety of item types, formats, and administration conditions (e.g., open-ended responses, performance-based tasks, use of technology). Such assessments are structured to enable measurement of student achievement (as defined in this notice) and student growth (as defined in this notice); are of high technical quality (e.g., are valid, reliable, and aligned to standards); and include the assessment of students with disabilities and limited English proficient students.
Instructional improvement systems
Tools that provide teachers, principals, and administrators with meaningful support for a cycle of continuous instructional improvement, including activities such as: instructional planning; gathering information (e.g., through formative assessments (as defined in this notice), interim assessments (as defined in this notice), and looking at student work); analyzing information with the support of rapid-time (as defined in this notice) reporting; using this information to inform decisions on appropriate next steps; and evaluating the effectiveness of the actions taken.

Interim assessment 
An assessment given at regular and specified intervals throughout the school year, and designed to evaluate students’ knowledge and skills relative to a specific set of academic standards, and the results of which can be aggregated (e.g., by course, grade level, school, or LEA) in order to inform teachers and administrators at the student, classroom, school, and LEA levels.

Persistently lowest-performing schools 
Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring in the State and the secondary schools (both middle and high schools) in the State that are equally as low-achieving as these Title I schools and are eligible for, but do not receive, Title I funds. When considering which schools are the lowest achieving, the State must consider both the absolute performance of schools on the State assessments in reading/language arts and mathematics and whether schools have made progress on those assessments.

Rapid-time 

In reference to reporting and availability of school- and LEA-level data, means that data is available quickly enough to inform current lessons, instruction, and related supports; in most cases, this will be within 72 hours of an assessment or data gathering in classrooms, schools, and LEAs.

Student achievement 
At a minimum--

1. For tested grades and subjects: A student’s score on the State’s assessment under section 1111(b)(3) of the ESEA; and 
2. For non-tested grades and subjects: An alternative measure of student performance (e.g., student performance on interim assessments (as defined in this notice), rates at which students are on track to graduate from high school, percentage of students enrolled in Advanced Placement courses who take Advanced Placement exams, rates at which students meet goals in individualized education programs, student scores on end-of course exams).

Student growth 
The change in achievement data for an individual student between two points in time. Growth may be measured by a variety of approaches, but any approach used must be statistically rigorous and based on student achievement (as defined in this notice) data, and may also include other measures of student learning in order to increase the construct validity and generalizability of the information.

Total revenues available to the State 
Either:

1. projected or actual total State revenues for education and other purposes for the relevant year; or 
2. projected or actual total State appropriations for education and other purposes for the relevant year.

America COMPETES Act elements (as specified in section

6401(e)(2)(D)) 
1. a unique statewide student identifier that does not permit a student to be individually identified by users of the system;
2. student-level enrollment, demographic, and program participation information; 
3. student-level information about the points at which students exit, transfer in, transfer out, drop out, or complete P–16 education programs; 
4. the capacity to communicate with higher education data systems; 
5. a State data audit system assessing data quality, validity, and reliability; 
6. yearly test records of individual students with respect to assessments under section 1111(b) of the ESEA (20 U.S.C. 6311(b)); 
7. information on students not tested by grade and subject; 
8. a teacher identifier system with the ability to match teachers to students; 
9. student level transcript information, including information on courses completed and grades earned; 
10. student-level college readiness test scores; 
11. information regarding the extent to which students transition successfully from secondary school to postsecondary education, including whether students enroll in remedial coursework; and 
12. other information determined necessary to address alignment and adequate preparation for success in postsecondary education.

