
   



Good news
• Pre-pandemic poverty levels were moving in the 

right direction

Bad news
• Only 3 states had higher child poverty rates
• Almost one-fifth of kids were food insecure

Economic Security



Good news
• Continued improvement in on-time high school 

graduation and Kindergarten readiness
Bad news
• Almost half not sufficiently prepared for 

Kindergarten
• Persistent and significant racial disparities in 

graduation rates

Education



Good news
• Huge improvements in teen births and 

proportion of mothers smoking during 
pregnancy

• Record high insurance coverage for kids
Bad news
• Low-weight births remain stubbornly high
• Coverage gap for Latinx children

Health



Good news
• Decline in youth incarceration
Bad news
• Persistent increases in youth in foster care and 

fewer being reunified with parents
• Pervasive racial disparities throughout the 

system of juvenile justice

Family & Community





Only 60 percent of Kentucky adults in households with 
children reported being employed in the past 7 days, and 
disparities exist by race

More than half of Kentucky households with children reported
losing income from employment since the pandemic began, and
more than a third expected to lose income in the month ahead

 



The percent of children receiving 
routine vaccinations has dropped 

substantially across age groups due 
to COVID-19

Even before the pandemic, more than
one in three students of color lacked

adequate technology at home, putting
them at higher risk of falling behind

   



  



Please visit:

kyyouth.org/kentucky-kids-count/

kyyouth.org/race-equity/

datacenter.kidscount.org/ky

  

https://kyyouth.org/kentucky-kids-count/
https://kyyouth.org/race-equity/
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data#KY/2/0/char/0


   



Questions? 

Terry Brooks - tbrooks@kyyouth.org

Patricia Tennen – ptennen@kyyouth.org

Mahak Kalra – mkalra@kyyouth.org
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