Decision Paper

To:  Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Grant for New Haven School

Date: October 20, 2009

Issue: New Haven School is requesting a Teacher Initiated Program (TIP) grant from the Kentucky Arts Council in the amount of $540. The grant requires matching funds in the amount of $285. This grant will fund a 5-day residency next Spring at New Haven of theater artist Kathi E.B. Ellis for a project linking historical studies of the Civil War period with creation of a dramatic presentation. The primary contacts and sponsors for this program are teachers Amy Mouser, Brittany Mattingly, Megan Hibbs (fifth grade), Wendy Doig, Steve Quisenberry, Michelle Lanham (8th grade), Cindy Phelps, principal, and Gail Kamer, curriculum resource consultant. A core group of 100 students in fifth and eighth grades will work with the social studies, reading and writing teachers and the artist to read journals, letters and other material from the Civil War period.  Once they have studied this material, students will be arranged in family groups representing both sides of the conflict. Based on what they have already read, they will write their own journal, letters, etc.  The artist, Ms. Ellis, will take these writings and arrange them into a script for each class, introducing students to script structure. Students will develop characters for the scenes and monologues in the script.  Costume pieces and props will be gathered and students will also explore period music.  Each class will prepare a culminating event for New Haven students, family, and community.
Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application for a Kentucky Arts Association TIP grant for New Haven School in the amount of $540, along with matching funds in the amount of $285.
Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application to Kentucky Arts Council.

