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Sports EX-UK STAR ANTHONY

DAVIS SHOWS HE 

CAN DELIVER IN THE

BIGGEST MOMENTS 3B

NBA PLAYOFFS

Fans of Fayette County’s
public high school sports
teams will be able to see more
games streamed live via a
subscription service as they
join the NFHS Network and its
campaign to stream thousands
of events across the country.

But the deal could make it
more difficult for Central Ken-

tucky’s high school sports
streaming pioneer,
PrepSpin.com, to broadcast
Fayette County games.

Bryan Station, Frederick
Douglass, Henry Clay, La-
fayette, Paul Laurence Dunbar
and Tates Creek all have new
robot Pixellot cameras at their
football stadiums and basket-
ball arenas provided by the
digital streaming NFHS Net-
work, which is affiliated with
the National Federation of

State High School Associations
of which Kentucky is a part.

Feeds at Bryan Station, Dou-
glass, Henry Clay and Dunbar
have gone online within the
last week, although there are
still some technical issues the
schools are working through.
The rest of the schools should
be online in the coming weeks,
school officials have said. 

“FCPS network employees
are working with the NFHS
techs to calibrate the other
cameras,” said Fayette County
district athletic director Rob-
bie Sayre. Dedicated lines had
to be set up at all schools be-
fore the NFHS Network could
begin calibrating the cameras,
he added. “The process of
bringing those cameras online
is ongoing. At this point it is up

ALEX SLITZ aslitz@herald-leader.com

William Warfield, founder and owner of PrepSpin.com, from left,
analyst Mike Meighan, and play-by-play commentator Gary Ball
prepared for their broadcast of the Frederick Douglass-North
Hardin football game on Sept. 11 at Frederick Douglass High
School. The crew does a high school game of the week all season.
Above them, at top, is Douglass’s new Pixellot camera that also
streamed the game on the NFHS Network.

PREP SPORTS

High school games
getting greater play 
on streaming service

BY JARED PECK

jpeck@herald-leader.com

SEE STREAMING, 2B

Quick hitters from up
Schitt’s Creek:

21. Mike Norvell. The
Florida State football coach
announced Saturday he had
tested positive for the coro-
navirus. Norvell said he is
asymptomatic but is neverthe-
less self-isolating from his
team. 

20. FSU’s Plan B. With
Norvell sidelined, deputy head
coach Chris Thomsen will
coach the Seminoles in Sat-
urday’s 7:30 p.m. game versus
archrival Miami.

19. Mark Stoops. With No.
23 Kentucky set to open its
pandemic-delayed football
season Saturday at No. 8 Au-
burn, I asked the UK head
coach at his virtual news con-
ference Monday if the Cats
brain trust has a contingency
plan in place should Stoops
ever have to quarantine this
season.

18. The plan. Stoops said he
would rely on assistant head
coaches Eddie Gran and Vince
Marrow to step in. “Certainly
(defensive coordinator) Brad
White is ready to be a head
coach,” Stoops said. “But Ed-
die Gran and Vince Marrow
have the titles (of assistant
head coach). So we have some
plans in place to make sure
that we operate (and) stay as
smooth and on schedule as we
can.”

17. John Schlarman. In
recent years, the Kentucky
offensive line coach has bat-
tled cholangiocarcinoma. Ac-
cording to the Mayo Clinic
website, it is a form of cancer
that typically starts in the bile
ducts in or around the liver.

16. Special precautions
required? I asked Stoops if
there would be unique proto-
cols designed to protect
Schlarman when UK travels to
away games during the coro-
navirus pandemic.

15. A pre-travel test.
Before anyone is allowed to
join Kentucky’s travel party
Friday, Stoops said there will
be rapid tests administered for

COMMENTARY

What
happens 
if Stoops
ends up in
quarantine?

BY MARK STORY

mstory@herald-leader.com

SEE STORY, 5B

The Herald-Leader asked
college football reporters from
all over the Southeastern Con-
ference for their take on this
season’s Kentucky Wildcats,
who will kick off the 2020
campaign Saturday at Auburn.

The results of the survey
show that — despite a tough,

SEC-only schedule in this
revamped season — Mark
Stoops’ UK program has
earned plenty of respect out-
side the state. Here’s what
those who cover other SEC
teams — as well as a few na-
tional college football experts
— think about this year’s Cats.

Parrish Alford, Northeast
Mississippi Daily Journal:
5-5 — The loss of Lynn Bow-
den is massive, but they

should be able to run the ball.
Mark Stoops has built a solid
foundation, and the program
won’t fall off the map because
of the loss of one great player. 

A SEC title game: Florida
vs. Alabama.

Bill Bender, Sporting
News: 6-4 — Mark Stoops
brings back a lot of talent, and
the schedule is divided into 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Predictions show Stoops 
has earned SEC’s respect

JACOB NOGER UK Athletics

Kentucky Coach Mark Stoops
says there is a contingency plan
in place for who would fill in for
him should the UK head man
have to quarantine during the
coronavirus pandemic.SEE STOOPS, 4B

BY BEN ROBERTS

broberts@herald-leader.com

Quarterback Beau Allen
was one of only two true
freshmen named to the first
depth chart released by the
University of Kentucky foot-
ball team for the 2020 sea-
son.

Head coach Mark Stoops
left open to interpretation
whether Allen outright earned
the opportunity to back up
starter Terry Wilson at Au-
burn or was named to that
spot because of the eligibility
dilemma Joey Gatewood still
faces.

“I’m gonna punt on the first
part of that,” Stoops said

Monday when asked directly
about why Allen was slotted
in the No. 2 spot. 

Earlier in the news confer-
ence he shared that there was
still no determination regard-
ing Gatewood’s eligibility.
The quarterback announced
his transfer to Kentucky last
December after deciding to
leave Auburn early last sea-

son. Whether he’s ruled im-
mediately eligible or not ap-
pears to be in the hands of the
Southeastern Conference,
which has not yet made a
ruling, according to Stoops.

In the last week there have
been reports of a “gentle-
man’s agreement” between
Auburn and UK, contingent
on Gatewood not playing
against the Tigers in order to
facilitate an eligibility deci-
sion being made in his favor.
Stoops on Monday disputed
those reports.

“There’s no agreement,”
Stoops said. “No gentleman’s
agreement. I’m waiting to
hear back from the league.”

Ideally, of course, no back-
up quarterback will be neces-
sary during the Wildcats’
season opener or for the fore-
seeable future. As the first 

JACOB NOGER UK Athletics

University of Kentucky quarterback Beau Allen is listed as the backup at Auburn. Allen is a true freshman who starred for Lexington
Catholic High School.

UK FOOTBALL

Coach: ‘Gentleman’s
agreement’ about
backup QB not real

SEE UK FOOTBALL, 4B

BY JOSH MOORE

jmoore@herald-leader.com
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Golf Time TV/radio

Payne’s Valley Cup exhibition

(Tiger Woods/Justin Thomas

vs. Rory McIlroy/Justin Rose)

3 p.m. Golf

High school boys’ soccer

Lexington Christian

at Lafayette

8 p.m. PrepSpin

.com

Major League Baseball

Phillies at Nationals 3 p.m. MLB

Phillies at Nationals 6 p.m. MLB

Yankees at Blue Jays 6:30 p.m. ESPN

Brewers at Reds 6:40 p.m. FS Ohio

WLXG 1300

Rangers at Diamondbacks 9 p.m. FS1

A’s at Dodgers 9:30 p.m. ESPN

NBA playoffs

Lakers vs. Nuggets 9 p.m. TNT

Tennis

Various tournaments 4 a.m. Tennis

WNBA playoffs

Storm vs. Lynx 7 p.m. ESPN2

Aces vs. Sun 9 p.m. ESPN2

TUESDAY’S TV/RADIO

High school boys’ soccer

6 p.m.: Henry Clay at Sayre

7:30 p.m.: Paul Laurence Dunbar at Lexington Catholic;

Woodford County at Tates Creek

8 p.m.: Lexington Christian at Lafayette

High school volleyball

6:30 p.m.: Paul Laurence Dunbar at Lafayette;

Lexington Catholic at Tates Creek

Horse racing

12:30 a.m.: Harness and Thoroughbred simulcasting at Red Mile

1 p.m.: First post at Red Mile (no spectators)

AROUND TOWN

NFL
American Conference
East W L T Pct PF PA

Buffalo 2 0 01.000 58 45
New England 1 1 0 .500 51 46
Miami 0 2 0 .000 39 52
N.Y. Jets 0 2 0 .000 30 58
South W L T Pct PF PA

Tennessee 2 0 01.000 49 44
Indianapolis 1 1 0 .500 48 38
Jacksonville 1 1 0 .500 57 53
Houston 0 2 0 .000 36 67
North W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 2 0 01.000 71 22
Pittsburgh 2 0 01.000 52 37
Cleveland 1 1 0 .500 41 68
Cincinnati 0 2 0 .000 43 51
West W L T Pct PF PA

Kansas City 2 0 01.000 57 40
Las Vegas 1 0 01.000 34 30
L.A. Chargers 1 1 0 .500 36 36
Denver 0 2 0 .000 35 42

National Conference
East W L T Pct PF PA

Dallas 1 1 0 .500 57 59
Washington 1 1 0 .500 42 47
N.Y. Giants 0 2 0 .000 29 43
Philadelphia 0 2 0 .000 36 64
South W L T Pct PF PA

New Orleans 1 0 01.000 34 23
Tampa Bay 1 1 0 .500 54 51
Atlanta 0 2 0 .000 64 78
Carolina 0 2 0 .000 47 65
North W L T Pct PF PA

Chicago 2 0 01.000 44 36
Green Bay 2 0 01.000 85 55
Detroit 0 2 0 .000 44 69
Minnesota 0 2 0 .000 45 71
West W L T Pct PF PA

Arizona 2 0 01.000 54 35
L.A. Rams 2 0 01.000 57 36
Seattle 2 0 01.000 73 55
San Francisco 1 1 0 .500 51 37

MLS
Eastern W L T Pts GF GA
Columbus 8 1 3 27 20 4
Orlando City 6 2 4 22 23 14
Toronto FC 6 2 4 22 20 14
Philadelphia 6 2 3 21 17 10
NY City FC 5 5 2 17 10 9
Montreal 5 5 1 16 17 16
New England 3 3 6 15 10 11
New York 4 6 2 14 9 14
Nashville 3 5 3 12 9 13
Cincinnati 3 6 3 12 8 17
Inter Miami CF 3 7 2 11 11 15
D.C. United 2 5 5 11 11 17
Atlanta 3 7 2 11 12 17
Chicago 2 7 3 9 12 22

Western W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 6 2 3 21 26 10
Sporting KC 6 4 2 20 23 18
FC Dallas 5 2 4 19 19 12
Minn United 5 4 3 18 23 19
Portland 5 4 3 18 25 24
Colorado 4 4 4 16 20 20
Vancouver 5 7 0 15 17 24
LA Galaxy 4 4 3 15 16 17
Los Angeles FC 4 5 3 15 25 27
Houston 3 3 6 15 20 19
Real Salt Lake 3 4 5 14 17 21
San Jose 2 5 5 11 17 33
NOTE: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

NHL STANLEY CUP 
Saturday
Dallas 4, Tampa Bay 1
Dallas leads series 1-0

Sunday
No games scheduled

NBA PLAYOFFS
Saturday
Boston 117 Miami 106
Miami leads series 2-1

Sunday
L.A. Lakers 105, Denver 103
Lakers lead series 2-0

PREGAME.COM LINE 
Home team in CAPS

MLB

Tuesday
National League
Favorite Line Underdog Line
Phila. (1) -175 WASH. +163
WASH. (2) OFF Phila. OFF
CINCINNATI -148 Milwaukee +138
PITT. OFF Chicago OFF
ATLANTA -190 Miami +175
SAN FRAN. -118 Colorado +108
American League
CLEVELAND -225 Chicago +205
New York -235 TORONTO +215
BOSTON -107 Baltimore -103
MINNESOTA OFF Detroit OFF
Houston -174 SEATTLE +162
Interleague
Tampa Bay -128 NY METS +118
St. Louis -121 KANSAS CITY +111
SAN DIEGO -158 LA Angels +148
ARIZONA -132 Texas +122
LA DODGERS -172 Oakland +160

NBA

Tuesday
Favorite Line O/U Underdog
LA Lakers 61⁄2 (2131⁄2) Denver
Wednesday
Boston 3 (2101⁄2) Miami

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Thursday
Favorite O/U Underdog
UAB 71⁄2 (48) at S. ALABAMA
Saturday
UCF 27 (721⁄2) ECU
CHAR. 1 (581⁄2) Georgia St
FAU 3 (501⁄2) South Florida
MIAMI 11 (561⁄2) Florida St
Ga. Tech 81⁄2 (54) SYRACUSE
PITT 21⁄2 (55) Louisville
ND 161⁄2 (58) WAKE FOREST
Tenn. 31⁄2 (46) S. CAROLINA
BAYLOR 161⁄2 (59) Kansas
BYU 141⁄2 (61) Troy
Alabama 27 (55) MISSOURI
UH 22 (701⁄2) North Texas
OSU 81⁄2 (521⁄2) West Virginia
Florida 141⁄2 (57) MISS
UL-L 13 (52) Ga. Southern
OKLA 281⁄2 (591⁄2) Kansas St
Georgia 261⁄2 (51) ARKANSAS
Texas 18 (69) TX TECH
Iowa St 21⁄2 (471⁄2) TCU
LSU 161⁄2 (57) Miss. St
TAMU 301⁄2 (48) Vandy
AUBURN 71⁄2 (481⁄2) Kentucky
ARK. ST 2 (641⁄2) Tulsa
LIBERTY 7 (561⁄2) FIU

Tulane 3 (54) USM
CINCY 14 (46) Army
UL-M 9 (51) UTEP
UVA 51⁄2 (461⁄2) Duke
B.C. 171⁄2 (581⁄2) Texas State
VA. TECH 7 (581⁄2) NC State

NFL

Thursday
Favorite Today O/U Underdog
J’VILLE 21⁄2 (471⁄2) Miami
Sunday
N.E. 61⁄2 (47) Las Vegas
BUFFALO 21⁄2 (471⁄2) LA Rams
PITT. 31⁄2 (45) Houston
San Fran. 41⁄2 (41) GIANTS
Tenn. 21⁄2 (471⁄2) MINN.
CLEV. 7 (44) Washington
PHILA. 61⁄2 (461⁄2) Cincinnati
ATLANTA 31⁄2 (471⁄2) Chicago
INDY 10 (431⁄2) NY Jets
CHARGERS 7 (44) Carolina
ARIZONA 51⁄2 (541⁄2) Detroit
Tampa Bay 6 (431⁄2) DENVER
SEATTLE 41⁄2 (551⁄2) Dallas
N.O. 31⁄2 (511⁄2) Green Bay
Monday
BALT 31⁄2 (531⁄2) Kansas City
Updated odds available at Pregame.com

GOLF

U.S. OPEN

Thursday-Sunday
At Winged Foot Golf Club, West Course
in Mamaroneck, New York
Yardage: 7,477; Par: 70
(FedExCup Points in parentheses;
a-amateur)
Bryson DeChambeau (600), $2,250,000.
..........................69-68-70-67—274 -6

Matthew Wolff (330), $1,350,000 .........
............................66-74-65-75—280 E
Louis Oosthuizen (210), $861,457 .........
.........................67-74-68-73—282 +2

Harris English (150), $603,903 ..............
.........................68-70-72-73—283 +3

Xander Schauffele (120), $502,993........
.........................68-72-70-74—284 +4

Dustin Johnson (105), $424,040 ............
.........................73-70-72-70—285 +5

Will Zalatoris (0), $424,040....................
.........................70-74-70-71—285 +5

Tony Finau (83), $302,236 .....................
.........................69-73-73-71—286 +6

Justin Thomas (83), $302,236................
.........................65-73-76-72—286 +6

Webb Simpson (83), $302,236 ...............
.........................71-71-71-73—286 +6

Zach Johnson (83), $302,236.................
.........................70-74-68-74—286 +6

Rory McIlroy (83), $302,236 ..................
.........................67-76-68-75—286 +6

Lee Westwood (63), $210,757 ...............
.........................67-76-72-72—287 +7

Adam Long (63), $210,757 ....................
.........................71-74-69-73—287 +7

Patrick Reed (63), $210,757 ..................
.........................66-70-77-74—287 +7

Viktor Hovland (63), $210,757 ...............
.........................71-71-70-75—287 +7

Notables
Hideki Matsuyama (53), $157,931..........
.........................71-69-70-78—288 +8

Sungjae Im (46), $129,407 ....................
.........................70-75-73-71—289 +9

Jon Rahm (39), $101,797.......................
.......................69-72-76-73—290 +10
Bubba Watson (28), $75,649..................
.......................72-69-74-77—292 +12
Jason Day (18), $52,074.........................
.......................72-74-76-72—294 +14
Billy Horschel (18), $52,074 ...................
.......................72-70-72-80—294 +14
Patrick Cantlay (13), $39,275.................
.......................70-76-76-73—295 +15
Lanto Griffin (13), $39,275 ....................
.......................71-74-71-79—295 +15
Rickie Fowler (10), $30,312....................
.......................69-77-72-79—297 +17
Thomas Detry (0), $30,312.....................
.......................71-72-73-81—297 +17
a-John Pak, $0.........................................
.......................69-76-79-74—298 +18
Ryo Ishikawa (0), $28,563......................
.......................72-74-74-78—298 +18
Adam Hadwin (7), $27,720.....................
.......................72-73-74-80—299 +19
Troy Merritt (6), $26,684........................
.......................72-74-78-78—302 +22

PGA CHAMPIONS TOUR

Pure Insurance Championship 
Friday-Saturday
At Pebble Beach Golf Links
in Pebble Beach, Calif.
Yardage: 7,075; Par: 71
(x-won on first playoff hole)
x-Jim Furyk, $330,000....64-73-67—204

Jerry Kelly, $193,600 .....71-68-65—204
Ernie Els, $158,400........65-70-70—205
Mike Weir, $117,950......73-65-69—207
R. Goosen, $117,950......69-68-70—207
R. Karlsson, $83,600 ......69-72-67—208
Steve Flesch, $83,600 ....70-69-69—208
B. Langer, $66,200.........68-73-68—209
Kent Jones, $66,200.......68-73-68—209
Notables
Woody Austin, $38,500 ..74-69-68—211
K.J. Choi, $38,500..........71-71-69—211
Vijay Singh, $27,500 ......71-71-70—212
Fred Couples, $27,500....70-67-75—212
Scott Verplank, $19,617.70-70-73—213
Jay Haas, $19,617..........71-69-73—213
Lee Janzen, $15,180.......73-73-68—214
Russ Cochran, $12,144...74-70-71—215
M.A. Jimenez, $12,144...69-73-73—215
Larry Mize, $7,040..........71-78-70—219
Esteban Toledo, $5,775 ..74-72-74—220

LPGA TOUR

Cambia Portland Classic 
Friday-Saturday
At Columbia Edgewater Country Club
in Portland, Ore.
Yardage: 6,476; Par: 71
Georgia Hall, $262,500 ..70-66-68—204
A. Buhai, $152,337 ........71-68-65—204
M. Jutanugarn, $97,999.70-68-67—205
Yealimi Noh, $97,999 .....67-69-69—205
Robynn Ree, $45,098 .....71-69-66—206
Inbee Park, $45,098 ......70-70-66—206
C. Masson, $45,098........67-73-66—206
M. Stackhouse, $45,098 .69-70-67—206
C. Knight, $45,098.........69-69-68—206
J.Suwannapura, $45,09868-70-68—206
M. Reid, $45,098............67-65-74—206
Notables
Danielle Kang, $25,854 ..72-70-65—207
Celine Boutier, $19,984..69-67-72—208
Emma Talley, $17,515 ....70-70-69—209
Lydia Ko, $6,867.............73-69-71—213
Azahara Munoz, $6,867..68-72-73—213
Mina Harigae, $5,004 .....73-71-70—214
Anna Nordqvist, $5,004..72-71-71—214
B. Lincicome, $4,045 ......70-71-74—215
Juli Inkster, $3,274 ........74-70-73—217

BOYS’ ALL-STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

Saturday-Sunday
At University Club of Kentucky
(Big Blue and Wildcat and courses)
in Lexington
Top individual finishers: Rylan Wother-
spoon, Cooper 69-71–140 (3-under par);
Jackson Finney, St. Xavier 70-72–142;
Jay Nimmo, Marshall County 71-71–142;
Warren Thomis, Madison Central
71-72–143; Jackson Hill, Madisonville
North Hopkins 71-72–143; Luke Coyle,
Taylor County 72-72–144; Michael Long,
Louisville Trinity 70-74–144; 
Gehrig Sexton, Wayne County 78-67–
145; Justin Gabbard, Highlands 73-72–
145; Cooper Eberle, Madison Central
77-69–146; Grey Goff, Lexington
Christian 73-73–146; Carson Childress,
LaRue County 72-74–146; Clay Pen-
dergrass 74-72–146; Allan Lockwood,
Central Hardin 72-74–146; Ryan Butler,
St. Henry 72-74-146.
Top teams: Madison Central 589 (+17);
Louisville Trinity 590; St. Xavier 600;
Taylor County 607; Lexington Christian
610; Highlands 617; Greenwood 619;
Marshall County 623; St. Henry 626;
Ryle 639.

GIRLS’ ALL-STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

Saturday-Sunday
At University Club of Kentucky
(Wildcat and Big Blue courses)
in Lexington
Top individual finishers: Macie Brown,
Bullitt East 72-70–142 (2-under par);
Trinity Beth, Marshall County 70-73–
143; Savannah Howell, Marshall County
74-70–144; Mary Browder Howell,
Murray 76-73–149; Casey Powell, Paul
Laurence Dunbar 77-73–150; McKenna
Stahl, South Warren 75-76–151; Isabella
Wiley, Shelby County 77-74–151;
Madison Borders, Thomas Nelson
76-76–152; Christy Ann Carter, Lexing-
ton Christian 77-75–152; Megan
Hertter, Marshall County 79-73–152;
Abigail Sutherland, Sacred Heart
75-77–152; Abbie Lee, Glasgow 78-75–
153; Kylah Lunsford, Henry Clay
79-77–156; Nina McMurtrey 83-74–
157; Grace Clark, Shelby County
85-73–158.
Top teams: Marshall County 622 (+46);
South Warren 654; Lexington Christian
654; Sacred Heart 655; Madison Central
659; Glasgow 671; Cooper 675; Shelby
County 680; Madisonville North Hopkins
705; Henry Clay 706.

STANDINGS,
RESULTS,
LATEST LINE

to the NFHS folks to get
us calibrated.”

The NFHS camera
system automatically
tracks and zooms the
action on the field or
court for appropriate
views and can be in-
tegrated with advertising
and play-by-play if
schools desire. Scott
County uses the system
and cooperates with the
Georgetown
News-Graphic to provide
live commentary on its
Birds Nest Network.

Once game schedules
are programmed into the
NFHS Network’s soft-
ware, the cameras come
online automatically
ahead of each game and
capture the action as well
as the sights and sounds.
It even integrates with
the venue’s scoreboard
system to show the score
on screen when it’s all
hooked up correctly, so
no operator is required
beyond the initial setup.
The time-and-score fea-
ture hasn’t been oper-
ational in Fayette games
on the network thus far. 

Expanded live-stream-
ing comes as high schools
are limiting fan attend-
ance because of the coro-
navirus pandemic.
Fayette County limits
game attendance for its
fall sports to select family
members.

PRICE TO PAY
The NFHS Network

stream comes at a cost
for fans — a subscription
rate of $10.99 per month
or $69.99 per year. A
portion of that fee, 10
percent, can be desig-
nated by subscribers to
support their favorite
school’s athletics depart-
ment. Subscribers get
access not only to their
favorite team’s events
live and on demand, but
also its entire catalog
covering 45 states. The
network touts it will have
more than 300,000
streamed events this year. 

Kentucky High School
Athletic Association
Commissioner Julian
Tackett said he believes
it’s foolish for teams to
allow free streaming of
their games when it could
be a potential revenue
source. And the pandem-
ic has crushed revenue
streams for many teams
who depend on things
like car washes, team
sales, restaurant tie-ins,
concessions and other
promotions to fund their
programs — things that
have become nearly im-
possible to do during a
pandemic.

According to the NFHS
Network, 58 Kentucky
schools have the cameras
or will be taking advan-
tage of the offer, with 40
schools online. 

At the KHSAA Board of
Control meeting Wednes-
day, Tackett talked about
the NFHS Network’s
promotion that provides
every school within its
membership the opportu-
nity to obtain two free
Pixellot cameras (valued
at $5,000 each) and be
on the network. Schools
can choose to install them
themselves or pay an
installation fee. Tackett
sits on the NFHS board of
directors.

“I continue to say, ‘I do
not know why people
charge Grandma at the
gate, and don’t charge
Uncle Joe to watch it
online,’ ” Tackett said.
“The free streaming is a
lost business opportunity
for schools and at a time
when your gate revenue’s
going to be down.”

PREPSPIN IMPACT
Fayette’s move online

means there could be less
of an opportunity for local
free streamer

PrepSpin.com and foun-
der William Warfield to
come onto Fayette cam-
puses for football, soccer,
volleyball and basketball,
Warfield said.

Warfield and Frederick
Douglass were able to
work out an agreement
for PrepSpin to stream
the North Hardin-Dou-
glass game Sept. 11 on his
YouTube channel and
Douglass’s NFHS feed, so
the door is not completely
closed, but Warfield be-
lieves that might have
been a one-time deal.

“It’s a sad day (for his
company),” Warfield told
the Herald-Leader after
he got the news his access
for those sports might be
limited for the next five
years as Fayette gets its
bearings and protects its
product on the NFHS
Network. “We’ve ded-
icated our lives to cov-
ering high school sports
in Central Kentucky here,
and Fayette County’s
been a big part of that. I
just hate it for the kids
that all those extra news
clips and things like that
we’ve always submitted
to get them national
exposure on ‘SportsCen-
ter’ is not going to be able
to happen anymore in
Fayette County.”

Last year, a
PrepSpin.com highlight of
Dane Key’s one-handed
grab in the end zone for
Douglass made the ESPN
“SportsCenter” Top 10
highlights. It was one of
dozens of plays Warfield
has submitted over the
years.

“I can’t argue with it,”
Gary Ball said of the
NFHS service. Ball serves
as the play-by-play voice
of PrepSpin on its “Game
of the Week” and is also
the producer and host of
the “Scholastic Ball
Report” on CWKYT. “It’s
going to give everybody
coverage. They can at
least watch a robot cam-
era go back and forth on
their field. For volleyball
and soccer and all that I
understand.”

PrepSpin’s “Game of
the Week,” which Ball
does with Warfield and
Coach Mike Meighan as a
broadcast team, raises the
streaming level up a
notch, they say, with its
commentary and ability
to do instant replay and
postgame interviews.
PrepSpin has not covered
Fayette sports in the
volume now available by
the NFHS Network but it
has covered various bas-
ketball, soccer and volley-
ball events on Fayette
campuses regularly over
the years.

Fayette County officials
did not respond to ques-
tions about their relation-
ship with PrepSpin going
forward.

Warfield built Prep-
Spin.com from scratch
after initially providing
play-by-play audio for
East and West Jessamine
basketball games as sort
of a hobby in his time off
from RadioShack back in
2007. He quickly saw the

potential and demand for
live-streamed video of
high school sports. 

Warfield’s business
model includes garnering
sponsorships for his
streamed games and this
year he entered into a
partnership agreement
with Mingua Beef Jerky to
help grow the company
and continue providing
free live streaming of
regular-season high
school events.

Warfield annually pro-
duces the video stream
for the KHSAA’s state
championships in foot-
ball, boys’ and girls’ bas-
ketball, volleyball, base-
ball and softball and
select games at the small-
school All “A” Classic
boys’ and girls’ basketball
tournaments. And he has
run the Lexington Leg-
ends’ minor league base-
ball live video stream for
several years. 

Warfield said he wel-
comes more streaming
and loves that more
games are online via the
NFHS Network. But he’s
hopeful a deal for future
Fayette games on his
platform can be worked
out.

Until then, PrepSpin
continues to cover all
Lexington Catholic and
Lexington Christian
home games and will be
looking for other opportu-
nities to stream around
Central Kentucky, he
said.

REVENUE,
EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES

The revenue that War-
field taps into, as Tackett
noted, is an opportunity
for schools.

While the NFHS Net-
work keeps 90 percent of
subscription fees, the real
opportunity for revenue
for schools could come
from advertising on the
stream, said network
CEO Mark Koski.

“They receive 100
percent of the advertising
that they put onto their
games,” Koski told the
Herald-Leader. “And so,
you know, all the ad-
vertising that they want
to sell — they can put
logos on the screen and
they can have a play-by-
play announcer read
30-second spots — those
type of things all go back
to the school.”

In Scott County, where
sports from its two high
schools are on the NFHS
Network, its athletics
sponsors pay for a pack-
age that includes logos on
its stream as well as sig-
nage in its venues, said
district athletics director
Daniel T. Wells.

Scott County also part-
ners with the Georgetown
News-Graphic for in-
game commentary that
goes out over the video
stream and is audio
streamed for free over the
newspaper’s website.

It is unclear how
Fayette County schools
will tap those opportuni-
ties in these early stages
of getting their games
online. School officials
have not responded to
questions about those
ideas.

The NFHS Network
began as a way to stream
all kinds of school events,
from music, drama and
band to debates and
sports, Koski said. And
some schools use the
sports stream to do their
own student produced
play-by-play events, a
model he hopes more
schools will pursue.

“A perfect model for us
would be where a student
calls the play-by-play and
is a part of the action,”
Koski said. “Maybe it’s
someone who loves high
school sports and is not
part of the team, but now
they can be part of the
action.”

Jared Peck: 859-231-1333,
@HLpreps
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A robot camera was
mounted near the press
box at Great Crossing
High School’s Birds Nest
Football Field in
Georgetown. The camera
adjusts to the action and
live streams games
automatically based on a
schedule on the NFHS
Network.


